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To the Truly Hotobrable 
Sir W 1ILLIAM ASHURSTSKE, 


AND - 
Alilerman of the C ity of London. 


Mach Honoured SIR, Y 
[| Did not Addreſs to you when jou" 


were like the Riſing Sun," a 
. made the Chief Seat in this Euy, 
where you were defervedly plated, to 
ſhine with more than ordinary Luſtre? 
' when you diſcovered and were ſever. 
againſt the Works of Darkneſs ;* au# 
Jour Influence was ſo benign and kind; 
for the Suſtencacion and Benefit” of 
London ; but now. you have Tun your 
Courſe ſo well, and have ſet-without * 
the leaſt Cloud ; 3 nay, with ſo much 
Clearnefs and Glory, I make-this De- 
A 2 dcation 
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Sacon to ou, defurm our ferious 
Peruſal of n vg -b fo of 
which is of ſuch great importance. 
And maeed 1 now you have quifted the 
Chair, and have leſs of publick Buſ1- 
neſs to manage, and may hape more 
leiſure to retire into your Self, and 
from Company, and from Civil Affairs ; 
this Cure of PiltraCtions in Reli- 
210us Dutics, knocks at your Deor, 
th 'e Author defari ring it may be help- 
ful to zour Meditations and Devg- 
t;on. 

Tis a great Reſpect aud Honour 
that is due to the God's on Earth, 5 
Magiſtrates are called, and Infecoms 
ſoul. apply to Then accordingly with 
a great 1cnle of their diſtance. With 
what Reyerence then are we to approach 


the Supream Majeſty ! The Lord of | 


Hoſts, the King of Glory! Our 
highelt Apprebenjions are infinutely be- 
low him. And the beſt o of Saints do 
rather wiſh ! to Pod him, than per: 


form 


fortn any thing that is worth y of the 
Name of Worſhip. PONY 
Among the miny Failts n Hilj Du- 
ties, there 15 one that will never be 
ire mended in this World, a#4 
foul 7 DiſtraCEtion ; bit yer raore and 
more help ay be ſtill attained again 
zt: And theſe Sermons mhich fo 
preſait you with, I hope with a Bleſlitg 
from Heaven miy contribute ſornic- 

what, aid be ſucceſsful this way. 
If Religious Diitics were byt well 
dotie, every thing elſe. would be done 
the better ; for ,zt is from God alone 
that we have ability to do as we ought 
in any matter whatſoever. The Lord 
gives Wildom' ad Grace moſt libe; 
rally to them who moſt ſincerely ſeek 
him. And ſuch as have moſt help 
from God, will beſt perform therr. 
Duty towards Man ; and both Church 
and State will find them the moſt uſe- 
ful Members. "Religion 15 certainly 
the true(t Policy. 7 he Wiſdom of 
A 3 this 


The Epiltle Dedicatory. 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
this World, ſays the &poſtle, and of 
the Princes * this World comes to 
nought, but Godlmeſs in the power 
of 1 it, makes Men better in every Capa- 
city and Relation. How does it alter 
and amend Perſons, Families, Nati- 
ONS, where tis encouraged and pre- 
vails'! Reghteouſneſ: s and Peace, Joy, 
and Love, are found to be the bleſſed ef- 
fetts of true Rehgion! It tames the 
fierceneſs, and ſubdues the malignity 
of corrupt Nature ! Jud makes Man 
to logk ſoryerhing like what he was ty 
tbe ſtare of Innocency ! | 

lt th at with well-ro this Gy and 
Nawon, muſs needs defrre that God 
may. pe. better ſeryed, and that Men by 
his, Service maj 3 better'd. How 
happy. ſhoul we be if People were 
a Il Righceous ! Violnice then would 
be no 1HOre heard in our Land, nar 
waſting : ar: :q deſttuftion KLE our 
Borders; our Walls would be -cal- 
al Saly: Hippy 14 47d Our Gates Praiſe, 


Fil?) and 


[ he Epiſtle Dedicatory, 
and the Lord himſelf would be tous 
an everlaſting Light, and our God 


| our Glory ! 


I wiſh that all Lord Mayors for the 


{ future may follow your Example, 


and endeavour to ſuppreſs Wickednels, 


| and may never be aſhamed of Holineſs, | 


which 1s the Glory of God, and is moſt 
unreaſonably /ookd upon as matter of 
Diſgrace to any Man. Sir ! You are 
deſcended from Religious Anceſtors, 
and Religion i that which does truly 
ennoble your Blood and Family. 4: 
mcreaſe of chis Nobility and of all 
other Bleſſings, © wiſht to your ſelf. 
and Yours. By, 


Honoured SIR, 
Your Moſt Humble Servant, 


Nathanael Vincent. 
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Reader ! 

T i$2'Stbje& of che higheft conſequence 
and in which al! are concerned, that 
Difcourlſe of in this Trearife; and I de- 

"ſome rel:ef againſt char which'is the 
generat Complaint of ſerious ay E016 who 
would fain' offer ro God more Spiritual and 
well-pl+4ſzng Sactifices, bur are hindred by the 
remaining 922 and Faziy of their own Minds, 
They: are called indeed the Hahbitations of 
through the Spirit 5 but theſe Habittions are 
haunted with d:ftra#ing Thoughts, and  watn 
Imaginations, to'cheir great grief and diſturb- 
ace. The Work and Service of the God of 
Heaven, is the 73 *eyor, principal buſineſs eve- 
ry one has todo in this Worlds and though 
" no Duties are to be ſlightly done to Mas, 

which ate done forthe Lord's ſake ; yet in at- 
reniiance upon” h7mſelf, and in thoſe Duries 
whith mote 7#1catately we perform to him, 
an holy Awe becomes us; our Hearts ſhould © 
be :77moweubly (fixed, .and we ſhould exert the 
utmoſt! ou of our Spiries. To trifle _— a 
Jealods God, whoſe All-ſeeing Eye firictly 
obfervesrhe whole we do, and wherein ſoever” 
we 
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we fail, is to deſpiſe him to his Face, and to at 
to the great peril of our ow? Souls. 

Our God, ſays the Apoſtle, & 4 conſuming 
fire; and Nadab and 4btbu, the Sons of Aaron, 
found him fo, to their coſt and ſorrow, when 
they offer'd ſtrange fire, ſuch as he « angry 
them mt... We muſt do what God commands, 
ar as he commands, elſe what wexall our- 
Religious Duties, will be look*d upon by h:#z 
as as of D:ſobeatence. IESY 

The Mind of Man ever fince the firf. Max 
parted from God, is notoriouſly fickle and wa- 
vering, being unſetled by Sin, it rovesup and 
down che Earch from one Vanity to another 
bur how hardly is it brought hack to God! And 
though it is engaged fo approach near to hm, 
vert, tic be not narrowly watched, -in the 
tminklizg of an Eye, ic ſtarts back and is gone 
away from him. To keep our Hearts with all 
arts>:ce, 15 Our. Duty, but they will not be. 
k:1d in from wazdring by our moſt careful 
Cuftody. * It is the Hand of that God alone, 
by which the whele Univerſe confiſts, and is 
kept from diflolution, that can fix, the Mind 
of, Man, and hinder its being diſtracted in his | 
Cs OR g Fn + Di  antecet 

There is a gteat dealfof Pains.taken.in the 
Wortd ro. ſictle purpoſe: Fran ſays S0- 
lontion, are full of labour, Man cannat utter it 3 
an" er tre affirms chiac there 15 20. profit wnaer 
he $i Bac off amencable to think-thac in 
the Church,” there flould be ſo, much labour 17 
var.  DiſtraQtion of Mind keeps. the Heart 
HKapieom, G9 ang row the Dury tha 
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To the READER. 


ſeems.to be. performe to him; ir binde x cho 
ſtirring of holy Aﬀedtions, the aQing 0 
ivg Grace 3 and turns Roſgiog, ifp3 
owt TIN yypracie, Bod! ly . Exerciſe ; and 


can thar be profirable ro the Soul, ; and 1 og 


great way off, and (© little; regards what i fd 
done? Holy can it beaccep cable ro 0 Go, who 
is a Spirit, and will be worſhippe in Sprrat 


and 1n Truth ?. 


The Church of Rome is for [implicit Faith, 


- for Hlind Obedience, and for Wirſup in an 


hnown Tongue. How diſtracted muſt chat 
Worſhip needs be > How can the Peoples 
Thoughts be intent upon what they do not a#- 
derfland ? Too many Proteftants in their De- 
votions mind what themſelves ſay, as little, as 
if they did not underſtand the words they 
ſpake; and truly the latter fin with greater 
aggravation, becauſe having means of berter 
inſtruction, their Duties are no better Per- 
formed. 

The Cure of Diftraftion i in Religious "ma 
vices, is very drfficult 3 ſome think {:ght of the 
D:ſeaſe, and imagine the Cure zeealeſs; others 

are diſcouraged from ſtriving againſt Difſtra- 
ion, as if 1t were :m7poſſible to overcome them, 
bur nothing is too hard tor the great Phyſician, 
he can heal the Mind's Vanity, bring che Heart 
into God's Preſence 3 he is able to caſ# down 
Imagingtions, and to hinder them from riſi ing 
again, and to bring Thoughts into Captivity 
and Obeatence. 
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je pool: ff Gr we Þ fo pre- ; 
7enit Rem. if yo Ci iy N72 ſ 1 
Follower my {elf, o jar C Gounfel, which T | 
| ive fo of wr And if Lord Flo ſerve with | 
acer 10Þ and” "Spirit a lity; and if the | 
Exrts of q > Wh ſhall od th AE Its Treat 
are more ta ever in the d, Aka ; 
F#ve bznefited by doing it, t "1 pr End! is ob- | 

 Eined, whid\vis de SORed by 


Nathanael Frinced, 
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the enſuing I reatiſe. 


; £ H E Context conſidered, Page 3 


The Text opened and drvided. Ba 


1 Three DoBrines raiſed, 
- Fo 4 CR of Men ought to Nas 


pon God. ibid. 


F Fa - Poe 5 ſuppoſed 4 pre- .requiſ te unto Mar” m 


attending upon G 


1 Tex things implicg i x the attendance upon big, 


_Þ:- 22. 
Several ſqrts of attending upox God, D 


7 Diſtin&ion 1. Attendance upouw God with the 


Lips and Body only, and that which « with 
the Heart allo. p. 36s 


| Diſt. 2. Attendance upon God which is volan- 


"rary, and which # through conſtraint and 
farced, 


.Diſt. 3. Attendance upon God, which 15 Fc 


nary, azd which 15 extraordinary. P.4T. 


: Diſt. 4. Attendance which is ſecret in the Gh- 


ſet, private 4z the Family, ana publick enthe 
Congregation. P. 45+ 


j Diſt. 5. Attendance upon God. 0x his own Day, 


s v of Bas other Days. 
Pilt. 6. ori os God in 4 time EB: 


© berty, and in a time of Perſecution. - P.'54. 
Reaſons 


The Contents; 


Reaſons affigned why the Chilaren of Men ought | 
' fo attend upon God, which are nine. p. 56. | 
'Ule r, Of Reproof applica to erght forts of Per- | 


5 Jons: P.67. | 
Ute 2. Of. Exhortation to all to attend upon 

God, and backt with nine Arguments. p. 77. | 

Ute 3. Of Direction how God 1s to be pogo 

2, 1n nine particulars. P. 9O. ? 

fe 4. Of Conſalation to them that in due ah. : 

.- attend 'on God, five grounds of Comfort: p.104. | 


D.-2; In attend: ing gpon God, we ſhould look © 
| pen him as the Lord and fer ve him accord- ? 
P. I09- | 


How God i IS the Lord, ſhewed in ten _—_ | 
lars. CLERK 1 


What enfluence ava! effeft the ebinkes of | 
God's being. the Lord (hould have upon us, | 
my we attend- upon him, in eight particu- | 


Pp. 126. | 
ak " Of Reproof, four ſorts of "Le con- | 
cerned, P. 135. þ 
Uſe 2. Of Advice 77 five things. p.140. | 
D. 3; ' Attendance upon the Lord ſhould be J_ 

- without diftraction- P. 143. | 
What aiſtraition an attending upon 6 0d,is. P.145- 


Four things premiſed. 
When the Heart may be ſaid to be diſtrafted in | 
attending upon the Lord, this ſbewed 1 4 "Lot 
particulars, 
What * {ts to attend upon the Lord WTR, tr | 
Hon, hewed in nine partifulars, Pp. 158. | 


Reaſors 


TR © 
Reaſons produced, why with ſuch cave we ſhould 
| take heed of diftration, Theſe of two forts. * 
Eight Reaſons drawn from the Ewvils of diftra- 
kw tn attenaing upon-God. P-:1 66. 
Sewen Reaſons more from the benefit of attend- 

:ng upen the Lord without aiftrat#19n. p.173. 

Several .Gafes of Conſcience anſwered, . relating to 
diftration 13 attending on God. 

Cale 1. Whether our Thoughts canot be off fri: 
God 1n the leaſt when we attend upon hrm, but 
there muſt be a [mful arſtration ? Anſwered 
in three particulars. \' \-\-;PvIVO. 

Caſe 2. Whether it be a:ftratH1on and withataw- 
:ng from God, at all to think of our . Worldiy 
Affairs ? Anſwered 2 three particulays.p:182. 

Caſe 3. Whether the beft of Men. while 1# thys 
Wirld can be totally free from diftratien in 
Holy Duties * Anſwered #3 three partecs- 
lars. | Pp. 184. 

Caſe 4. Whether a true Beltewer way not fome- 
times perform Duties ſo diſtraRealy, as to redp 
20 benefit at all by them? Anſwered 17 three 
particulars, | p. 185. 

Caſe'5. What Diſtrations are they which are 
wrercifully overlookt, and hinder not the ſuc- 
ceſs of our Duties? Anſwered 17 /ix —_—_ 

s, | Þ. 188. 

Caſe 6. What courſe are Melancholick Perſons to 
take 13 their attendance upon God, when di- 
ft raftton ariſes from the prevalency of that Di- 
fiemper *? Anſwered in five particulars. 

<P P. 192. 

Cafe 7. What are thoſe Difrafiions that maks our 

attendaxce upon God altogether —— is 
im, 


e CONtEns. 
hini, and unavailable to our ſelves ? Anſwer- 


ed in froe particulars. \*P. 196. 
Uſe 1. Of Caution againf the Gauſs of D;- 

ftrattion. Eight Cauſes ſpecified. P. 200. 
Uſe 2. By way of Expoſtulation ghaut the 'uy- 

reaſonableneſs of Diſtrattion. >> 0 I18- 
Uſe 3. Of Direftion. Mine Remeqtes preſer;- 

bed againſt Dittration ta attending upqn 6 04. © 
e237. 
Particular Daties mentioned. £18 
How Reading the Scripture mzey be with leſs 


aiftratton ?. P. 233. 
How with leſs d:ftrat#1on you may attend on the 
Word preached > P. 237. 
How with leſs diftrafion you may call uppp the 
Name of God in Prayer. 'Þ.241. 
How with keſs aiftra&iow you may Communicate 
at the Lord's Table ? P-345. 


Uſe 5. Of Terrour to S1nners and Hypocrites, 
 all-whoſe attendgpce upon God 45 full of allamed 
aiftration, | .250. 
Uſe 6. Of Comfort to Bekezzers, who 4 fire to 
do ftull better, and with leſs diftraftion to at- 
bend upon God, P.253- 
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DISTRACTIONS 
I N 
ATTENDING upon G O D. 


i th. — 


1 Gor. 7. 35. lat. part. 
That you may dttend upon the Lord with- 
out Diſtrattion. 


HE Apoſtle Pas! had a great 
and fervent zeal for the hoxour 


of God, that he might have ſuch 


z » 
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attendance as he Commands ; 


and which moſt rightfully appertains to 
a Lord fo great, and good; unto whom, 
both Heaven and Earth do owe all Service 

(6d S - and 


2 Attendance upon God 


and Obedience. The Apoſtle alſo mani- 
feſts an extraordinary care of the Souls of 
Men ; thar they might not fail to give 
that Attendance which is enjoyned them 
as their Duty : and 1s alfo their advartage, 
honour, and ſecurity. The- thoughts, the 
hearts, the endeavours off all, ſhould run 
this way ; as to a matter of the' mightieſt 
importance and concernment. Here if we 
are undiſtractedly, ſerious and ſincere, all 
is ſafe ; and that both throughout time, 
and to Fternity. But if Attendance upon 
God beeither zegleted, or negligently given, 
though we are never 10 intent and indu- 
ſtrious about other things, our Souls and 
all. our. labauy wilh be loſt together. 

In this Chapter a little before the Text, 
the Apoſtle admoniſhes the Corinthian 
Saints of the ſhortneſs of time, of the tran- 
ſitorineſs of this preſent World; and then 
informs them, what kizd of Attendance 
upon himſelf, God required, and expeCt- 
ed from them. 

:. His Admonition,concerning Time is 
ftartling, Kerghx ouricaayubucs, Time 15, con- 
trafted.ta a little ſpace. An alluſion;here 
is t9, Sails, which.are ag. longer ſpread , 
but. bound up when, the Ship 15, jalt come 
' t@ the. Harbour. The word eine. alle 
ſignifies; to wind up.4 Boapin Grave: clothes 
that 
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without Diftraftion. 3 
that it may be fit for the Seps/chre. Time 
is thus ready to be wound up continually, 
and to be buried as it were in Eternity : 
compared with this, *tis but as a drop to 
the whole Ocean : and this very drop 7s 
: ever waiting. Time is a ſhort thing; in 
7 a continual Flux; and every moment 
7 growing ſhorter. Other things are of the 
3 leſs value, becauſe they can be enjoyed 
} bur alittle while : the Epithet Temporal, 
or laſting only for a ſeaſon, being added to 
the greateſt Wealth, the higheſt Pleaſures, 
* nay, to Diadems and Kzngdoms, makes 
7 them fa/ in the effeem of a diſcerning Tudp- 
* ent. But the worth of Time is ephanced 
: by the brevity of it. The day of Salvati- 
on, the accepted time in which we, and 
our attendance upon God, may be accepted 
2 of, cannot extend beyond the limits of the 
3 time of life, Now we muſt make Peace 
2 with God, work out our own Salvation, 
2 and provide for Eternity 3 this mult be 
2 done -owor zever : There is not aoment 
2 of time but 1s zoo good to be lo# ; there is 
2 Service and work enough to do in it : andto 
3 Loſe all our time, 18 everlaſtingly to loſe our . 
$ ſelves. 
3 2: The Apoſtle ſpeaks of the Worlds 
tranſitorineſs, %1ue 73 xogpe maedye, the faſhi- 
| 0:3: of the World paſſes away, Mammon is 
B 2 but 


4 Attendance upon God 


but a ſorry-Maſter ; and really is unwor- 
thy of that numerous. attendance, and: 
mighty reſpett which is given to him. Sin 
has made mar fooliſh, and the world vain. 
And *tis an undeniableargument of Man's 
Folly that a vain World is ſo much mind- 
ed; which is ſo apt to fade and change. 
"N R AS Scenes 1n a Comeay or 
borrow a fimi- Tragedy alter, and quickly 
| 0 aa the” laft Act mark. and 
approving. the Play iS at an end: ſo 
this World 1s continually 
varying. Now there appears one, and a 
little after, quite and clean another Face of 
things. The Face of the Sky is not more 
mutable, than the ſtate of humane Afﬀairs. 
And thus *tis likely to be to the World's 
End, when the Earth, ana the works that 
are therein, ſhall be burnt up. 

That God whom Chriſtians attend up- 
on is#unchangeable, and lo is his love to thems ; 
and the 7zheritance they expe hereafter 
is zncorruptible, and fadeth not away. But 
they themſelves are Strangers and P:lprims 
in this World ; and ſhould behave them- 
ſelves as Paſſengers that are travelling to- 


wards a b:tter World. And as for theig: 7 
Enjoyments by the way, they ſhould love } 

them, as being about to /eave them. Joy' 1 
ſhould be moderate in the. fruition of | 
. them; 
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without Diftrafion. [4 


them ; and when they are taken away» 
Sorrow ſhould not be exceſſive, nor tran{- 
greſs the Bounds of Grace and Reaſon. 

3. The Apoſtle, as a Man well acquainted 
with the Court of Heaven, directs Believers 
Attendance upon the Lord, who dwells and 
reigns there. He 1s very careful not to 
caſt a Snare upon the Corinthians; nor to 
impoſe upon Conſcience what God does 
not. Papal Axathority is Audacious and 
Antichriſtian, and makes bold to Com- 


mand, and that upon the higheſt Penalty, 


what the Lord never required. But the 
Apoſtle abhors ſpiritual UV/arpation : He 
would have all obſerve what God called them 
zo ; and in every condition to abide with 
God, and to attend upon the Lord without 
Diſtrattion. 


In the words take notice, 
1. Of the Lord with whom we have to 
do. The Eyes of Servants are to their Ma- 


' ters; and the Eyes of Worſhippers ſhould 


be to the Lord whom they adore ; and if 


* they had a greater re/pei# to this holy One, 
; what an 1nfluence would it have upon 
* 2 their Lives and Serviees | The word Kos, 


Lora, in the New Teſtament, is put for 
Jehovah in the Old. The God whom 
Chriſtians acknowledge, is the Lord Je- 

B 3 " howah, 


6 Attendance upon God 


hovah, who has his Being of himſelf, and 
has Dominion over all. _—_ 

2. Obſerve what this Lord requires 
and calls for, and that is attendance upon 
him. The Greek word which. the Holy 
Ghoſt uſes is very ſignificant and empha- 
tical, guUm@gigedpoy, implies, acceſs unto God, 
and a4iding with him; and being fit for, 
and wel-plea/ed with, both the one and the 
other. 

3- Who are to attend upon the Lord? 
All Men do owe Homage and Serygce to 
him; which 1s their Honour and Intereſt 
to pay : But thoſe who are his own Ch:!- 
drex and People, are by ſpecial cbligations 
and favour called to this duty and privileage 


of attending upon their God ; and they 


have a new Principle and Nature which 
inclincs them to it. 

4. Here is a direCtion as fo the manner 
of attending on the Lord, it muſt be FX, 
as<'r05, without diſtraFion. Plutarch calls 
that Studium [apientie  «<Tiplapason, the 
ftudy of Wiſdom wichout DiſtraCtion, 
when nothing 1s able to call away the 
Mind, .and make jt ceaſe that ſtudy, In 
attending upon God, there mult be ntex- 
tion 1n the mind; a full bent of the heart ; 


with freagth of affeFion and deſire ; not to 
be diverted, much'leſs to be a 
ed. | 
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without Drftraftion. 7 
ed. All other buſineſs, comparatively, muſt 
be lookt upon as t1/vral; attendance upon 
the Lord muſt be with the greateſt feri- 
ouſneſs. 


I raiſe three DoFrizes from the words. 
Firſt, The Children of Men ought to at- 


; tend upon God ; this the Text plainly ſup- 


poles. 
Secondly, 1» attending upon God we ſhould 
look upon him as the Lord, and ſerve hins 


3 accordiagly. 


Thirdly, Attendance upon the Lord ſhould 
be without DiſtraFion. 


DoR. I. I begin with the firſt of theſe 
DoQtrines : The Children of Men ought to 


} attend upon God, The Heaven of Heavens 
! Is his Throne ; and he is attended on by 
$ thouſands and ten thouſands of glorious and 
7 holy Ones, who miniſter unto him, and ſtand 
1 before him. And yet upon Earth, which is 
2 his Footſtool, he calls for Attendance too 
2 for he rejoices in the habitable parts of the 


Earth, and his delights are with the Sons of 
Men ; whounderſtand him and themſelves 


# ſo well, as to ſeek after him. He requires 
; 4 continually to be waited on, Ho. 112. 6. 
3 Therefore turn thou to thy God, keep Mercy 
$ and Juagment, and wait on thy God continu- 


B 4 ally. 
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ally. TojunQtions to wait are reiterated, * 
with the encouraging promiſe of Divine / 
Aid and ftrengthning Grace, P/al. 27.14. 2 
' Wait on the Lord, be of gooa Courage, he | 
(ball ſtrengthen thy Heart ; wait I ſay on the ® 
Lord. Plal. 37.34. Wait on the Lord, and % 
keep his way; this way is true ; walking ' 
in it, is holy and fafe; and the end is } 
Peace. | 


In the handling of this DoEtrine I ſhall ? 
Firſt, Shew you what is ſuppoſed in : 
Man's Attendance upon God. F 
Secondly, I ſhall tell you what i implied | 
in this Attendance. S 
Thirdly, I ſhall ſpeak of ſeveral ſorts of 
Attending upon the Lord. 
Fourthly, I ſhallaſſignthe Reaſons why 7 
the Children of Men ogg#t to give their * 
Attendance upon God. : 
Fitthly, Make Application. 2 
In the firſt place, I am am to ſhew you ? 


what is ſuppoſed in Man's Attendance }' 
upon God. There are ſeveral pre-requi- 3 
fites unto this ; for Man 1s not eaſily per- ? 
{waded to this Duty ; though the perfor- ” 
mance of it prove never ſo beneficial to ? 
him. Now that there may be this Atten-' 5 
dance ; | F 


1. Man } 


without Diſtriafon: . '5 
1. Man muſt firmly believe that there ts 


2 « God, Heb. 11.6. But without Faith 'tis 
3 zmpoſfible to pleaſe him; for he that cometh 
3 unto God mu#t believe that He is. As God 
7 is to everlaſting, ſo he is from everlaFing. 
Z Tt he had not ever beer, and that of him- 

' 3 ſelf, he would never have been; neither 
7 could any thingelſe ever have had a Being; 

7 Creatures Exiſtence ſuppoſes there is a 

? Creator; and Attendance upon God 

7 ſuppoſes there is a God to be attended on. 

? The ſtronger the Aſﬀent to this, is, the 

2 greater will be the care tounderſtand how 

: the Attendance may.be acceptable. The 

] Being of a Goa, there are few that deny in 

? woras; but there are abundance who = 

: him in their works ; even among them who 

: profeſs to know him, Tit. 1. 16. And being 

* 1o fooliſh as to ſay in their Hearts there is 

? 2oGod: No wonder that with their hearts 

} they refuſe to ſeek him. 


Man ſhould look upward, and ſee how 


| ' the Heavens declare the Glory of God, and 
3 the Firmament ſheweth his handy-work, Pal. 


? 19. 1. The Viſible Creation is not more ob- 
* wious to the Eye, than the Erernal Power 
* and Godhead of him who made all things, 
1s clearly to be ſeex by the Mind 

of Man , Rom. 1. 20. And if v«vogerar. 
Man will but look intohis own | 


Heart, 


_—_ Mttendatice upon God 


Heart, ke may find this Truth deeply in- 3 
graven there, that God is; therefore the © 
Apoſtle ſpeaks. thus of the Gentiles, who 1 
had only the Light of Nature, Rom.1.19. 
for that which may be known of God, is mani- 7 
fe#t in them; for God hath ſhewed it unto |} 
them. Let not any go about to obliterate } 
this Truth concerning the Being of a God, F 
but,undoubtingly credit it; far *tis the fr i# Þ 
Stone in the Founaation of all truly Reli- 7 | 
g10us Service and Obedience. | 

| 

| 


2. Man muſt have a/exſe that he had © 
his Being from God, and was made for him; | 
and truly he is made ſuch a Creature, that 7 | 
he will. never be quite unmade, ſo as to 7? 
become nothing. He is capable of know- } : 
wg and ſerving his Maker ; and enjoying 2} - 
him for ever; God has made all Men for * ; 
himſelf; and ſome way or other he wal! 7 * 
ſecure his own Honour, and have Glory 
from the very wori#, But as for his own Þ : 
People, he has formed, bought, and new Þ 1 
wide them for himſelf, that they might ſhew | | 
forth his Praiſe, Tia. 43. 21. Man ſhould Þ : 
Fye the Hand that made him, and the Þ 
End for which he was made. Our Bodies * ' 
will be found a curious piece of Divine 2 
Workmanſhip, if the contexture, variety, Þ ! 
and uſe of their parts are conſidered : But Þ | 
though our Fleſh is of God's Forming, yet 

in 


' without Drſtrattton. Ty 


3 in a more ynmediate manner, he 1s called 


iIn- } 
he 2 the Father of our Spirits. And: wherefore 


& have our Souls a thinking Faculty, but 
19. & that God may be thought of? Wherefore 
ni> Þ have we Memories, but that our Creator 
nto © from owr Touth may be remembred? And if 
ate } we live to Gray-hairs, he in »owiſe is to 
)d, Þ be forgotten. Wherefore are we capable 
rt Þ© of loving, deſiring, and taking delight ; 
li- 7 but that God may be the chief Obje& of 

2 theſeAfﬀeQtions ? In him we live, and move, 
ad 7 and have our Being, As 17. 28. that we 
2; } might {ive to him, move according to his 
nt 1 Wi, and be indeed his Servants. 

2 3. Man muſt be perſwaded that God i 
2? rightfully his Ruler, and has given him @ 
i Law and Commandments, by which he is to be 
7 governed, Mammon and Satan are meer 
| Vſarpers, and where they reign they rurm. 
7 The evil One is to be reſted, not obeyed; 
3 and Man was made to have Dominion over 
3 the Creatures, not to be ex//aved by them. 
7 But God 1s Man's Sovereign by Right, 
3 and may lay upon Man what Commands 
7 he pleaſes, but has given them zoze but 
* whatare ho{y, juit andgood, Rom.7.12. And 
2 the better theſe are obeyed, Man becomes 
2 more holy, juſt, and good himſelf, and 
3 partakes more ofthe Divize Nature. Would 
we attend upon God? We mult have re- 
ſpe 
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Gold, yea, than much fine Gold, He ſignifies } 


Pal. 19. 10. 


#nfinitely above, and ſuperiour even to thoſe 
that arein Heaven: he humbles himſelf #0 
behold the things that are there, Pal. 113. 6. 
Bat the moral diſtance that is between God ? 
and Man, or the enmity that Sin is the } 


with deep ſenſe how he has provoked him: 
that he is by Nature a Child of Wrath, Eph. 
2. 3. and 1n his practiſe a Rebel; and as ? 
he has aiZed like one, fo he deſerves to be 
dealt with as an Ezemy. When the Syrians | 


cloth on. their Loins, and Ropes on their } 
Heads, 1 Kings 20. 32. They had newly | 
been in Arms againſt him ; and now they | 
declare how ill they deſerved to be treat- 
ed by him. For cfexders to approach un- 

' , to 


ſpe& unto his Commands. Devid plainly 3 
intimates the gaiz of Obedience ; when ! 
| he ſays, more are they to be eſteemed than | 


the pleaſure of Obedience, when he adds, ! 
ſweeter alſo than the hony, and the hony comb, * 


. 4. Man muſt be convinced, that by ſin | 
he has departed from God, and has juſtly in-- 
curred his diſpleaſure. The natural diſtance | 
between God and Man as a Creature, muſt ® 
ever remain : God 1s, and will be for ever, 3 
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cauſe of, may be made to ceaſe. When 
Man attends upon God, he fhould come 7 
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came to the King of Iſrael, they had Sack- 7 


vl 


without Diſtraffim. #3 


3 toGod without any ?ronble for their offences, 
XZ *cis not to Atrend upon him, but to Afrone 
4 him. Thoſe are his own woftis, Wo co 
4 them for they have fled from me ; deftruttion 
T wnto them, becauſe they have tranſgreſſed 
: 47 aint me, Hoſ.7.13. And hear the Lan- 


guage of the penitent Church, Lam.$5.16. 


3 The Crown is fallen from our Head; wo to us. 
3 that we have (inned. When we come for 
3 Mercy, we muſt be ſenſible that Mercy s 
7 »naeſerved, and that confuſion of” Face be- 
2 longs to #5, Dan. 9.8. A penitential Ac- 
2 knowledgment there ſhould be, that we 
7 have been fooliſh, diſobMent, deceiged ; that 
. 3 we have ſerved divers Luſts aud Pleaſures ;; 
2 and in our ſelves axe 
7 weare unworthyt@be admitted into the 
2 number of his Attendants, | 


e ſo hateful to God, that 


5. Man muſt hear the Call of God; to 


3 return to him; and to Obedience and Duty. 
7 The Angels that ſinned were not ſpared, nor 
# called to attend upon God in order to their 
4 recovery after their Apoſtaſie. Indeed we 
3 find Satar an Intruder among the Sons of 
7 God, who came to preſent themſelves before 
# the Lord, Job 1. 6. but it was nofto beg 
# Grace for himſelf; his Chains of Darkneſs 
$ hindered his Hope of finding any ; he 


COMmes as. an Accuſer of Fob, and with a 
deſire of + Permiſſion to do him a Mif- 
gs chief. 
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14 Attendance upon God | 
chief. But Man, though departed from * 
God,iscalled ro come backagain, Ho{.14.1r. 7 


. O Iſrael, returz to the Lord thy God, for thou | 
haſt fallen by thy Iniquity, Man is {ought | 
after as wett as ſaved, or ſought that he | 
may be {aved: And if the Lord did not ? 
ſeck him, but leave him to his own Ima- 7 
gination and Inclination, his Imaginations #1 
are ſo vain, his Inclinations fo perverſe and * 
wicked, he would never ceaſe going aſtray, | 
till he died without Wiſdom. The Call of 7? 
God is loud and earneſt, that Man would ? 
turn from his Diſobedience, and do: his | 
Duty, Prov. 8. 4. Uzts you, O Men, I call, © 
ana my voice u to the Sons of May, Prov. | 
L. 23. Turn you at my reproof,, behold, I will * 
pour out my Spirit unto you, 1 will make | 
known my words uato you. Prov.8.34. Bleſſed | 
#. the Man that h:areth me, watching daily 
at my gates, waiting at.the poits of my doors. | 

6. Man muſt /ook upon-God as arceſſable | 
zn Chriſt. When Adams tell into the firſt | 
Tranſgrefſfion, ſhewing a Contempt of ? 
God, and of his Covenant, and.the Life 1 
that was there promiſed ; he was turned * 
out of Paradiſe, and 4 flaming Sword was | 
placed to hinaer his. re-entring, and acceſs F 
ro theT ree of Life. Life was impoſſible tobe F 
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had. by the firſt Covenantz therefore he F 


and bis Faith. were. directed: to the pro- 


miſed | 


without ration. 5 
Z:iſcd Seed, who ſhould bruiſe the Serpents 


Zhead; and in time would be manifeſted to 


a Raeftroy the Works of the Devil, 1 John 3. 8. 
he This Work of the Devil was Sin, whereby 
he Man had departed from his Maker : Now 


ZChriſt the ſecond Adam , ſuffered once for 
3S:ns, the Fuſt for the Unju#, that he might 
bring Man to God, and makeup the Breach 


S$ | 
1d Jthat Sin. had made between them, 1x Per. 
y, 23: x3. As God is but Oze, fo there is but 


of JOne Mediator between God and Men, the Man 
Id RChrift Jeſus; Who gave himſelf a Ranſons 
is for all, 1 Tim. 2. 5, 6. no acceſs to God 
1}, Jby. any. other: Bur ſays the Apaſtle, Tn 
y. IChriſt Jeſus our Lord we have boldneſs, aud 
1} Yacceſs with confidence by the Faith - of him, 
te JEph. 3. 12. Under. the Old Teſtament 
-4 Athere was but one Temple, one Altar for 
/y JBurar offering and Sin-offering to make 
5, Jan Atonement : An Heathen thought it 
le Ja diſbonour to the Lord Jehovah ; that He- 
& J=ekiah had taken away his high Places and 
of /is Altars, and had commanded Judah and 
fs Jeruſalem to Worſhip before one Altar , 
.d 32 Chron. 32. 12. But the myſtery and 
15 meaning of this was, that Jeſus Chriſt 
/s lone is the Way, the Truth, axd the Life; 
Sand that xo Man cometh to the Father but 
e ©» 41m. 


7. Man 


16 Attendance upon God 
7. Man muſt plainly diſcern his I-no- | 
rance and Impotence to give a right Atten- | 
dance upon God, without the Direfion and | 
Aid of his Word and Spirit. Nay, as Man 
does want both Sk:1/ and Strength to ſerve 
the Lord, ſo he has zo Wl! to it; there | 
is an Indiſpoſition and an 111 diſpoſition-1n | 
him; which plainly ſhews thar the Light } 
and Grace of the Word and Spirit is of | 
abſolute neceſſity, unto an Attendance 
upon God that is acceptable to him. When | 
Man is off from Goa, and betakes himſelf | 
#o himſelf in Matters of Religion, he | 
rangeth infinitely, like a Sea-faring Man | 
who has loſt his Compaſs in a Miſt, mo- 3 
ving {wiftly but to no purpoſe. Now there | 
ſhall be more words' than that which is | 
written, more Articles than what God has | 
put into our Creed, more Commands than | 
the Law-giver ever gave; nay, more } 
Gods and more Mediaturs than One': Mans | 
Invention will be fruitleſly Fruitful, and | 
himſelf reſtleſs and endleſs in his own 
ways. ' We ſhould ſee our need of TIn-| 
ftruQion and Help from the Spirit of the 
Lord : .Both Light and Liberty, Strength F t: 
and Livelineſs in all Holy Duties, is from | » 
"Tis throwgh the Son as Mediator, and*tis: 
by the Spirit as our Helper, that we have 
| | Htceſs 
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without Diſtraftton." 
acce/s tothe Father; Eph. 2.18. The Apo» 
Ale acknowledges, He-know: not what mt 
ſhould pray. for as.we onght.s but the Spirit 
helprour infirmities;; the; holy and" gracious 
deſires ofthe Saints, are the breatbings of 
this ſpirit in them ; acceptable [Pepirions 
that:willfind Audience, are of -hisidraws 


J ing up;:: aod- enditing./: He makethi-inter- 


ceſſion' for the Saints according tothe Wall. of 
God, Ro.<.26,279.:: He is the inflrufer of 
all-thoſe; who. are taught to profit. Qrdi- 
nances, Gifts, Adminiſtrations:-which. are 
ſo weful,: are from the Spirit, andthe be- 
nefitand ſucceſs of them-is owing to him; 


# his Aid is carneſtly.to' be implpted;/:and 
3 thankfully.to be accepted: Preparation to 


Attendance upon:God is. neceſſary. P [ad 
10. 17. Thou wilt prepare their Heat, tha 


| wilt: cauſe thine Ear to hear 5 and: this pre- 
4 paration 4s the work of; the Spirit.. 


8. Mar muſt not-dovbt, but bethoroughty 


Þ 7er/waded that God is ready to be found of 
$ ſuch as attend upon him, and # «'rewarder 
$ of them that diligently ſeek him, Heb. 11,6. 


Satan-affeZs to be the Repreſenter of God 
to Man; and he-repreſcnts him contrary 
ways ;-and-both are falſe, and indeed miſre- 
preſentations; from ſecure Souls, he doesett- 
deavour to hide the Wrath of God, his Ho- 
lineſs, Juſtice and Jealouſie, rhat he may 

16 C heighten 


t7 | 
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heighten preſumption: ;\ from apakewea\ and | 
bumble < af ans he does endeavour tO 668- | 


cexl'bis Merry andGrace'. im Chrift, xhathe 
np their Hope, and ayfeoerezeathem 


From egg in rhe .awrk of God: '> But 
tis" WW. in Man to hear what he 
L:ord ſpcaks of himelfp forheibeltinwws 


SHumſelf, and the Revelations he mgkes of | 


kinaſelf are moſtoerminly tree: \'Now:-as 
he has'rald- os, thar he. walbwognd obe Fleall 


of bis Ewemies ; and} be accounts 'ithok | 
Hnorzies/mbo 16-06 ftrfl: 2 ther v7. ue, | 


PAI. :68;'2:z. fo he has aflured: us: 
is 2004 rat reualy io ifurg ue. thoſe who bs 
troubled becauſe they have offended, and 
Ge their need of pardon; and: he is plenre- 
ons. 31. Morey wnto all tbat iy Truth do zall 
#9» bi Phal.68.4.  * TY 
7 Tia ; mighty encouragement romrond 
upon God, ox We ſoothe door i of Hope 
Funding open, and that 'the Lord takes plea- 
ſure in thoſe who fear. lis diſpleaFare, and 
hope -in his wercy together. Pſal, 14718. 
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The'T ables of the Law were put' ito the | | 
Art, and the mercy-ſeat was' above #'; a he 


plain intimation, that 'the Lord : who brs 


pon this mercy-ſeat, will notenter :iato- 
Judgment with his Servants, nor ewark the 


mntqutties; but be merciful tothe anvighte- | © 


o»/neſs of them that jure to hmm ; this: 
| ſhould 


without \DiſtyaB#ton. 1H 
$ ſhould raiſe HopeindejeRted Spirits, and 
$ cauſe it to abound. P/&/.130.7,8. Ler Te 
rl hops#i the: Lord, for with rhe Lord there 
is Mercy; and with him'ts plenteous Redempi 
ption, and he ſhall redeen”[racl from" all his 
9. \Mh s muſt ot ;bink to divide his Sey- 
J vice betedm God 'ami Mammon. ' Quy Lord 
himſelf tells us, : that #wMar ca7 ſerve rwo 
Maſters 3; for either \be will hate #he one and 
$/ovenths > other, br.=elfe- he” will hold 'ro'the 
Rooney rad Mefpi[e' the other "ye cannot ſerve 
EGonand Mannos,' Tormind the Horld as 
if 1; were” the! weſt deſirable thing; ahd to 
erve:the: Lord; only for the Worltt'y {ake ; 
his is hateful. eaxthlimindedneſs, and Flypo- 
ifie.> When the-Children of 1/7aef afe 
embled themſelves before God, offi: for 
0114 aud Wine; their Cries. were but bowl. 
zgs in\ his Ears. 'Hoſ. 7:24. If we would 
:4- attend upon God,: we'muſt come out" from 
he World; Conformity to the Wortd, and 
'E. palking after the courſe of it, mulift ceaſe. 
be he moſt defirahle good things of tiemuſt 
F< contemned in comparifon with 'God, 
ad the betrer. end enderine [ubſtayce,”'' We 
all never look and airs ae, fo-as'to obtain 
e'things that arewnſtos and erernat; un- 
s the Eye be ſhut againſt the things that 
e-ſeen ard temporal, '2-Cor. 4. 18 ; 
| C 2 Not 
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-20 Attendance 'upon'God 
Not but-that Atrenders upon God: way | 
andovght to mind theit ſeeular buſineſs whach | 
their particular (allingslead them to. Chri- 
ſtiansarecautioned againſt zd/ere/s as great 
aiſorderlineſs ; and: are: commaniltd- and:ex-+ 
horted by our Lord Jeſus Chriit gynith. qui 
eſs to work, and #0 Eat them wnd/ 
2 Theſ; 3: 11, 12:+:Fhis-notwithite 
muſt ever be remembred; that'the'things. | 
of this World are to'be: regarded fo. far 
a5 God has commanded, that \they:. mult | 
be begg*d of him, they mult be keps;-uſed, 3 
and improved for him}, they. mult\.aaf*be_ | 
liked for themſelves, but fo far as Ged:15'en- 
Jorea with them, and.in them. Andimn:the. 
greateſt abundance: of.\them, this ſhould 
be. the. Heart's Lavghage, which came 
from, the  Heart:and' Mouth, of; Luther ;|| 
* Nali:his ſatiari ; Lord: Þ will not be put: off 
with ſuch things as theſe! The Lond: is my. 
Portion {aith my Soul;z:and IT have looked | 
and-/onged, and watt for thy Salvation ! 

10; Man muſt conſent to caſt away what-| 
ever.:may ſeparate between the Lord and him. | 
And what that is,,theProphet plainty tells} 
us, ;:Tia.59. 1,2. Behold the Lord's Hand is| 
not ſbortned , that it cannot . ſave'; neither 
his Ear heavy thats.i#t cannot hear 5 but your 
Iniquities have (eparated between you and your 
God ; ard. your Sins have hid his Face from 

| yon, 
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90u, that he will not hear. Separation from 
God-is the Hell of Hell; and this Hell 


Fellowſhip with God, and to walk iz this 
darkneſs of Sin, is to 7ie to others, and to 
deceive our ſelves. This middle Wall of Par- 
zitios muſt be thrown down, elſe there 
can be no drawing nigh to God. Jam. 4. 8. 
Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to 
you : Cleanſe your hands ye ſinners, purifie 
your hearts ye double-minded. The Hand 
muſtnot predFiſe and work wickedneſs; the 
Heart muſt not regard and /ike it. * The 
more the Heart is defirous of Purity, the 
fitter it is to attend upon the Lord, to 
ſerve him and to ſee him. Therefore you 
read Mat. 5. 8. Bleſſed are the pure in heart, 


© for they ſhall ſee God; and 2 Cor. 6. 17,18. 
3 Wherefore come out from among them, and be 
& 1c ſeparate, ſaith the Lord, and Youch not the 
8 wnclean thing, and I will receive you; and will 


be a F ather unto you, and ye ſhall be my Sons 
and Daughters, ſaith the Lord Almighty. 
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In the ſecond place,. I am to, tell-you | 
what is izzpled in Man's Attendance upon 
God. This Attendance: is of large. ex- 
tent, and takes inia/l the Service he Com- 
mands : In Scripture tis expreſled {ome- 
times by /o/lowing of God, ſometimes by | 
waiting upon the Lord; and in the-Text | 
by 4:texding. I ſhall explaia what this is | 
in ſeveral particulars. __ 

1. Attending upon God implies exqui- 
ring of God. He is ww@ oogte, only Wide, 
the Father of Lizhts, from whom all; rrae | 
Wiſdom, and every good and perfett gift 
comes down, Jam. 1-17.. The Wiſdom of | 
this World; and of the Princes of this World, 
however*tis magnified as the moſt profound 
Policy, eannot fecurc. them that are:moſt 


exceilent this way, but they and their Wife 


dom come 10 uought, and periſh together's j 
but ſpiritual Wiſdom which 1s hidden } 
from the pruzlent of the World, and 19 the | 
eſpccial gift of God, is ordatacd to the.Gly- 
»x of them that have it, x Cor. 2.6,7, Wil: | 
dom.t9. Selvation. and. everlaſting Glory ; 
deſerves the. zame of Wiſdom, -ſonnd Wal- | 
von 46 may well be called. Prov. 2. 6,7, 
For the Lord giveth Wiſdom, out of hismaouth 
cometh knowledge and underſtanding, he lay- 
«&þ ut ſcans Wiſdom for the Righieous, he s 

| 4 


f < Buck{cr. 


2 them that walk upright ly. - 
| Quy inquiry muſt, be. of God po Ra 
dar, pf his Nature, He gives is to al thay 
pr alga it, and that. iberaly pat have 

aiding, Jam-1,5 He upbraids notany 
with their former hatred eranleg of Fane 
temps of Wiſdom 3, neiher does RES raj-s 
them with their #aturel dulne/s and vxept- 
ze[s. to. learn, but both inftruian,, and 
alſo. the yexy heart. and ability to:receive 
it, are from him, Prov. 20. 12.'The hear: 
ing Ear and the ſeeing Eye, the Lord hath 
made even bath of them. The Plalmiſt ths; 
deſired to attend upon-God, 4/ the days. of 
his life, that he might enquire in his Temple, 
Pal.27.4. They:are well counſelled, and 
are led ſafe to Glory ; who have God to be 
eheir guide even unto death, and: ill folfom 


| 07 to know the Lord. wort 


2. Attending upon God implies: heart- 
ning, aud heeding what God ſpeaks. Plal,S$5.. 
8. I will hear what God the Lord mill (peak; 
and what Attention does ſuch 4 ſpeaker de» 
ſerve, whoſpeaks from Heaven; andwhole 
Word ſhews the way. to Heaven /_who. 
ſpeaks peace, and publifhes glad-tidings.of 
great. Salvation? When Lydia, her hears 
m4 opeed, that ſhe attended wito thoſethings 
which were (poken of Paul, As 16.14..She 
heard Paws Voice, but believed the, Lad 

C 4 ſpa-e- 
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22 Attendance ujon God 
fe e by. hims to her ; and ſhe regarded the | 
mel \ Agony 5 We attend upon {| 
God in the Miniſtry, of the Word, 'whiet! 
6ur Eye looks beyond the Miniftry-unto 
theLord himfelf; and our Ear-is atteritive 
that we may underſtand his Truths which 
are to bebelieved,. hisPrecepts that are to 
be'obeyed. Now the Word comes with | 
a Divine Power and Efficacy, when God | 
is heard{peaking in the Word, 1 The/. 2. 
1}. For this catife alſo thank we God without 
celſing ; becauſe when ye received the Word 
of God which ye heard of us, ye received it | 
not as the word of Men, "but, as it is intruth | 
the Word of God; which effeftually worketh 
alſo in you that believe, Tt concerns us to | 
take heed what we hear, and how. We | 
ſhould be forward to be made acquainted 
with God's Truth and Will; and neither 
ſhould be held in anrighteouſneſs ; for to hear 
what God ſpeaks, and not to mind it, but 
to a quite contrary, is diſobedience with 
an high aggravation. 

3: Attending vpon God implies returx- | 
ing and, yielding our ſelves unto God.” Man | 
1s naturally ptitentions, and ſtruggles 
hard about this point; and will not yield 
that God ſhould direfF and rule ; and that ' 
*tis reaſonable, thar he in all things. ſÞ:uld 

ſubmit and obey. Man till he is inftra&ted: 


and 


without Diftra8ttion. 3&5 
and enlightned from. above, v il be fel 
Ks and a/puting againſt, is Dity, 
and will not' come to God, though" God 
is Light, and-can ſhine into his Mind ; 
though Devine Goodneſs can ſatiate'Mann's 
Sonl, though the Lord has ſupreaw and ſuf- 
ficient Authority to Command the Copſci- 
ence, and-to lay the whole Man under obli- 
gation to, Obedience. But when we attend 
upon God indeed, - we hearken to his Call 
to return, and we r7erurs at his Call. 
There cannot be a right Attendance 
without ſincere Converſion ; and thisCon- 
verſion is Man's yielding of himſelf to his 
Lord. Rom. 6. 12,13. Let not ſin regen in 
your mortal Bodies , that ye ſhoald obey it 
in the Luſts thereof, neither yield ye your 
Members as initruments of unrighteouſne(s 
unto Sin; but yield ye your ſelves un- 
to God, as thoſe that are alive from the 
Dead, and your Members as inſtruments of 
Righteouſneſs unto God. The Body muſt be 
yielded, that the HolyGhoſt may Conſecrate 
it to the Lord's Service ; that Eyes and 
Mouth, and Hands and Feet, and all may 
be at God's Beck , and ready to fulfill his 
Pleaſure. And eſpecially the Heart muſt be 
yielded, nay, the whole heart, elſe returning 
is but feipned. Jer. 3. 10. Her treacherow 
Siſter Judah, hath not retarned' to GIS 


'2& Attendance upon 

her: \whate heart, but, \ſcignedly jw the Led. 
1s Soul, muſt Splat, to have all i 45 po 

#  Fenewed and Vorkes ' that. with Fo _ 

ive Attendance upon Gad; the 

FUN A any reſervation muſt yield, 

that God ſhould work out of it whatever i is 

ofeaſs we, that he ſhould work in it that 

whith is pleaſing in his ſight. | 
bu Atrendi ing upon God implies ſeeking 
defying after God. Tha. 26. 9. With my 


Sal ave ; deſired thee in the Ns bt, £4 
of w; 7 Spirit will.T [ec ek thee early, ' ot 
O 


Very Soul was towards God, and 
cfires are kept up in vehemency both 
gt and. Day. The Lord humbles himſelf 


old. thipgs done in Fleaven ; yet he 
looks down upon the Children of Men 144p0r 
Earth, ta ſee if there be any that nnderitand 
ad \Feek him, And if. he ſeeks after theſe 
{eefers how ready i is he to be found of them! 
The Command is, that we ſhould ſcek the 
Lord and his ftrewgth, and his Face ever- 
more, Plat 105.4, God:is to-be ſought un- 
| to for Bimſclf, when the. al- ſufficient Teho- 
wah gives himſe Fr ,to any 5 he gives infi- 
mitely moxe than-if he, gave them wary thou- 
fond ſuch Viter [ds as;this is, His ffrength ,is 
of Hhjglure neceſitty , to fecure vs. from 
evil, . and. to eff} us in the Gin 4 gre; SP 
and. the ſhining of | his Face makes oo 
eafre 


Jeſus, as allo the F 


__ pry ſelf comfortable. No wander 
therefore, when God laid, Seek JE My ace, 
one of his: Attendants heard preſengly, -as 
the Eccho. anſwers. the Voice,.. ſaid,” Thy 
Face Lord will T ſeek, Plgl, 27.8. Tofſcekto 
any elſe is vain; *tis ſeeking for Water ina 
broken Cifterx that can hold none, Men of 
low degree, though never. ſo. great a, mwiti- 
tude, are vanity ; and 'Men of higheth des 
gree are 4 dy, Plal62.9. But God's Power, 
Mercy.and: Truth 'are an evidegt. proof 
that he is forward and ſufficient to ſatiate 
the Souls of all, that charge their.Souls to 
wait only upox him,. and to have their ex- 
peddations from him, G 

5, Attending upan God implies waiting 
upon him in his own Houſe and SanGuary, 


#14 
- Every Chriſtian's Houſe ſhould be an Houſe 


of Prayer 3 but the place of publick ofſem- 
Ling io 'Worſbip ſhould be highly prized, 
and frequented for the work ſake that is per- 
formed there. . The living, the trac, the 
knowledged, and fois; the only Meazator 
Haly-Ghoſt ; whoſe Aid 


- eternal God is here public: «hr => 


and Grace:is all-in all, as'to'the efficacy and 
fucceſs of thoſe Ordinances which are. ad- 
miniftred. Saints that' have ſeen God's 
Power a#d Glory in his Sannary.; it is no 
| maryel 
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"23 _ Attendance upon God 
marvel'that t Souls thirft fori God, 
the living 7 vs thar's the Lan - 
of- their" Hearts, When: ſhall we come. ei 
appear bifore God, Pſal.4:2.2: As the Sentiu- 
was- next tothe holieft-of all; fo the 
Hee of Goon Earth, is as -it'Were, the 
Saburbs of the City of God in Heaven, The 
SanQuary is the place where the Light of 
holy and heevenly Do#trine ſhines. Hex the 
Palmift undef Foo the end of 'the' uhygoaly, 
andthatall their proſperity was butaNDrean 
and Triage, being abuſed by themſelves, 
to. firther yn zpheir- deſtruQion ; 


for- «chey are Hop fromTheir 
real teh. acc br into Deſolation 
if in. £. Apompent, and. atterly conſumed with 


+PhEo 3.17, > 'Here alſo he 
00d 'bow good Go #5 to ns 1n- 


| without (Piftrabii wiion. Wo 


that" they "way behold vhe Beauty & Lord, 
his HolineB and Grace'in\Chrift; wid the 
admirable enero of —_— cv cnn 
and 'that ma fuatly be" - 
ringin My Tape Tdboing ———_ 
to. Death'y and: brovghtt: .afe to Glory, 
they are'paft all 'dangery/Pal. Si. 41196 
6. attending'upon'God imj plics#not dnl 
keeping! thewny of "Wir" Orilines and Tnſti- 
tations, but minding hit \Diſpenſarlojy," and 
the monty of bis deg withws; The Or- 
dinances/of the Gofhe are from" Bewoih, 
and not'sf Mex." Men a—deok no righi to: in- 
ftifuts, xwho/have' ne bleſs-: Mens 
Inventions i#'Religion;” though oftef! 
lowed with great eaperneſs, are fo n- 
rofitable 415d wairito Hen that havelten 
alous for ctheni'11Butzthe 'Ordirighees s 
which the Evrd "himſelf thiis"'s 
heis ready$099 and mikteffeFwa e6 ther 
that atrefd'bpon'himin-the uſe ofochem® 
ſo that! they"ſhall hive reaſon 'to Tay, they 
have{dught the Lord att have found bimw; | 
and have voftea” "and ſees that he'ss gratiods: 
Ordiganees are Feaſts wirh' VUATIS 
are efitertained,” calted- by-rhe* 
Feats of fat things fall of "Marr ow; 7 
Wine on the Lees. well refined, Tiace CA And 
the People of God are' ſtreyprhined, 'Fe= 
yived and delighted; and have o_— 
ible 


oi o_ nm Gel 


bigs, hewill ſave. M5. ; this. 65 #he Lovd, we 
bave waited for him; we will be glad. and ree 
Joice: in bis Salvation. Thoſe gre: dange-+ 
rouſly pufit | pp.with..Pride and; Self-con- 
Ceit, that thiak Pac "rar aboye-Ondinan- 
ce$;."and 'tis not a commendable Humility 
for them that deſire: the gn __— 
off Ordinances, to KmAagios that Ordinances 
axe abowe them. They; arein no wile tobe 
vegleaed-;, for-they-are* the goldew Pipes, 

0.4.2; whichconvey the Grace of the 
Spiris 0 compared to. Oyl; mto the Hearts 


And-as Attenders pon God arg found 
inthe way. of his Qrdinances, {@ they-oþ- 
ſerved diligently (Fon's; Healing. with them, 
They take notice how he looks upon them, 
whether there are Swijes, or Frowns.in his 
Face 3 they regard :whar | God:- ſpeaks, 
" whether it be by way of. Counſel, Cauti- 
on,.Rebuke, or Comtart; they.beed whar 
the Spirit ſays to them,, and. what. Com- 
munications.. of , Grace are -youchlafed.. 
They. are attentive. to regard the" works of 
the Lord, and to conſider the operation of his 
hands.. Does he effii#? they turn tohim 
that ſinites them, and deſire to be more 


ull 
A fully 


snfltuBed, and more 4 horowly 'peroed 
Ta, £5.99 Does he yew ene Bewd- 
fits? they-are affected with his:Ybwivg- 
tkindeſs, and ſenfible hownbligwionoys 


ou 
Fronger to praiſe and pleiſe hun." 61Þ al 
7: Atrending. upon God implies ©xpetF- 


ing all from him.” Proms this oneFournam 


flow: the Streams of atl' ſores iof 1Blefſings. 
In our Father's Houſerheve wBreadewouoh, 
and toſpare; and how many ſocver iv8r0- 
.ceivod and-attend there, there:i$\r00mySr 
worey"and'not only room, burEnertund- 
ment” The 8 poltie though he'was ao4- 
wing nothing, yer\had-fach'a ronfidens dw- 
piFurivs from)God; as if he bad a/idings 
is poſſeſſeen. 2 Cor.6. 16." us having worbimg 
and yet poſſeſſing all: things. He aftutes che 
belevitg Philipprens,' that God would ſup- 
fly all their needs cording t0his Riches 

Glory by Chriſt Jefns, Phil. 4, 19." The Pſal- 
miſt indangerand calamity, betakes him- 
felf to the mercy of God, nnd the ſhadow of 
his BV ings for refuge, and*cries unto himas 
the mo#t High, who performed all things for 
him, Plal.55. 1,2. Who-queſtions whether 


# the Sun be full of Light ? whether-:che 
-Ocean 'abound with Water 2 Muck'tefs 


reaſon'is there to queſtion God's Fower 
and-/-Will 0 anſwer rhe expeQations of 
his People that attend upon him!/ Ir'is his 

pleaſure 
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9 Attendance\upon Gd”. © 
pleaſure that: they ſhould wait +bitn | 
foreverything; and knock at his door 5what- | 
ever they have to ask. bounding in hope | 
15:acceetable to-God, 'and will not. iffue | 
in diſappoiatment..”Fherefore ſays. Deved, | 
Plal.z 1.14. But I mill hope continually, and | 
well. yet proce thee more and mor OD BIOS b 
8: \Attending upon God implies; readi- 7 
neſs #0:do whatever he Commanis ;' and :;to | 
engage at his bidding 10 any Service. No- | 
=inal- Attendants will-cry Lord, Lord; © 
but: real ones will: do- the things: which. he || 
f95%: Thete are an innumerable company 
of Angels who extel ini ſtrength, who wait | 
on:Godg, and thoſe-do' his (commandments, 
hearkning to the Voice of his Word, Palit o3. | 
20. That they may fulfill their: Maker's | 
Pleaſure, they miniſter. to them that [ball be | 
Heirs of Salvation, Heb. 1.14. Attendarice | 
includes a diſpoſition to yield Obedience. | 
"Tis thus exprefled Pſal. 119. 48. My } 
Hanas will I lift up to thy Commandments | 
which 1 have loved. The lifting up the | 
Hands, ſhews a forwaraneſs to receive what- | 
ever Command God ſhall give; and a ! 
readineſs to ſet about the doing whatever he | 
requires, That's becoming Language, | 
Speak Lord, for thy Servant heareth.; and 
he that is truly a Servant, will a& accord- 
ing to what he hears his Lord ſpeaking ys 
Bs af 


_.. -without Diſtraftion. 


and he will not give bdtk, though he is 
put upon the hardeſt, and hotte#t. Service. 
Abraham roſe early in the Morning to obey 
God's Command, to offer up his Sox [{aac. 


e E 
{, 8 And the Lord ſwore to him by bimſelf, be- 
4 = cauſe he had not with-held his Son, his only 


Son from him; that in bleſſing he would 
bleſs him, Gen. 22.16, 17. *Tis. a temper 
of Mind in which. God delights, when 
his Attendants reſolve to Obey without any 
exception, 1 Sam. 15.22. Hath the Lord as 


ie 8 great delight in Burnt-offering and Sacrifices ; 
y i <- in obeying the Voice of the Lord? Behold 
it 8 70 Obey ts better than Sacrifice ; and to heark- 
s, &n, than the Fat of Rams. 

2. | 9. Attending upon God implies giving 
': 8 Glory to his Name, and acknowledging that 
be 8 bis is the Kjngdomiand the Power, . Though 
& 8 the Offerings aud Sacrifices enjoyned by the 
e. & Law are to be offered »omore; Chriſt who 
ſy F was typified by thoſe Sacrifices, having. 


ts 3 offered up himſelf. once for all, 'and put away 
he RY vin by the Sacrifice of himſelf ;yet under 
t- F} the New Teſtament Diſpenſation, Atten- 
a & dants upon God have their Sacrifices to 
1c Þ offer: they muſt preſent ;hemſe/ves a living. 

2 Sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God; which i their 
id IN 7£4ſonable Service, Rom.12.1.. and ſays the 
Apoſtle, Heb.13.15. By Him therefore, by 
Chriſt-Jeſus, {et ws offer the Sacrifice of Praiſe 
D is 
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34 Attendance upon God 
to God continually ; that i the frait of our 
Lips, giving thanks to his Name. Thoſe 
glorious Spirits which attend above, and 
ſurround the Throne in the Heavenly 
Kingdom, Praife is their perpetual ein- 
ployment : and to their Eternal Joy and 
Delight, they find perpetual reaſon for it. 
Worthy is the Lord to receive Glory and Ho- 
nonr, and Power; for he has created all things, 
and fy his Pleaſure they are and were created. 
Worthy alfo is the Lamb that was flain, to 
receive the ſame ; and therefore Bleſſing, and 
Honour, and Glory, and Power, be unto bins 
that fits pon the Throne, \and to the Lamb 
for ever, Rev.4.11: & 5.13. 

| Fhis Service of Thamkszivine, the Lord 
much z»ſ/?s on, is well-pleaſed with, and 
accounts himſelf glorified by. Pal. r13. 1, 
2,3. Praiſe ye the Lord; Praiſe, O ye Ser- 
wants of the Lord : Praiſe the Name of the 
Loyd : Bleffed be the Namie of the Lord from 
this time forth, and for evermore; from the 
rtferg of the Sun to the poirng down of the 
fame, the Lord's Namneis-to be praiſed; Be- 
hold alſo, how actepteble thankful Atten- 
dants are. Pfal. 69.30,31: I wilt praiſe the 
Name of (50d with a Song, and will-magnifie 
him with Thunksciving ;' this alſo fhall pleaſe 
the Lord better than an Ox or Bullock that 
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hath Herms and Hoofs, And this is'our way 
0 


without Diftraflim. = 


of Glorifying God, who 1s & infinitely 
Glorious, that to his Glory 20 add#tion can 
be made, but only a Declaration and Ac- 
knowledement made of it : and when thefe 
Acknowledgments are /argeſt, it muſt be 
confeſſed, that he is exalted above all Blef- 
ſings and Praiſe. _ 

10. Attendance upon God implies « cox- 
timing to follow him. Holy David ſays, his 
Ears were opexed, or boared, to hearken to 
God's Voice, P/al. 40.6. Here is an Aﬀlſu- 
fion unto the 1/ree/itiſh Servant, who was 
ſo well in his Maſters Houſe, that he refa/ed 
to go out free at the year of releaſe; and 
had his Ear boared with an Awl to the 
Poft of the Door, to fignifie his reſolution 
to /erve his Maſter continually. To pro« 
fefs Service to the Lord, and then to depart 
from him, is highly to reproach and diſho- 
nour him, and 1n effect to ſay, that fleſb1 
and wortdly Lufts are better Lords than He; 
*tis more zotoriouſly to deſpiſe him, and to 
harden others in their contempt of him, and 
of his Word and Commandments. At- 
tenders upon God give not over following 
him in all thoſe ways he has commanded 
them to walk in. They follow oz to know 
him, they follow him f#lh, and being up- 
held with the right hand of his Righteouſneſs, 


their Sozls follow hard after him, Plal. 63.8. 
| D 2 And 


36 = Aitendance upon'God 

And whom ſhould they follow ? to 
whom elſe ſhould they go? Fhe Lord has 
the words of Eternal Life, He alone has | 
Grace, and Hopour, and Glory, and all good | 
things elſe to give ; and to go away from | 
him is to Jofe all this, and to tread the path | 
which leads to Erernmal Death. Attenders*% 
upon God cannot change their Lord, but 


they muſt change for the worſe 3 nay, the 


wery beſt for the very worſt, of all : there- | 


fore they are unchangeably his, ſtedfaſt and F 


Lk Oo? 
in his Work and Service. 


unmovable, always abiding, and abounding | 
In the third place, Lam'to ſpeak of /e- | 
wveral ſorts of Attending upon God, It will | 
be needful to infift particularly on theſe, # 
that you may have a more diſtin&t under- | 
ſtanding of your Duty in th&:Extent, and 
Latitude of it. "The Scripture makes a | 
great difference between Attendance, and 
Attendance upon God ; ſo that there are 
diverſe kinds of it, as ſhall be manifeſted | 
in theſe following Di#in@tons. 


[. There is an Attendance upon Gad ! 
whichis with the lips and body only; and thar | 
which is with the Heart ao. I begin with 
this diltinQtion to prevent Hypocrifie and 
Formality in Religious Duties, whereby, 

the 


without D:ſtraftton. 37 
the Jealous God is ſo much provoked, and 
Profeſſors deceive others, but principally 
3 cheat and ruine their own Souls. Ce 
Ad 1. An Attendance which is with the lips 
Mm # azd body only. God by the Prophet ſpake 
"8 againſt this, and by his own So ſhews the 
15 8 waxity of it, and how diſpleaſing *tis to _— 
Ut 9 him, Mat. 15. 9,8. Te Fhpocrites, well did Br 
3 Efſaias propheſie of you, ſaying, This People 
= araneth near unto me with their mouth, and 
id = honoureth me mith their lips, but their heart 
SE MN 7s far fromme. The body indeed is to give 

= Attendance, as being the Temple of the 
Spirit. The Tongue is then moſt Angelical, 

3 and Man's Gly, when moſt enlargedly 
ul FF it does corfeſs to God, call upon, and praiſe 
c, WY and magnific his Name. But if when the 
I 8 ces are /ift up towards Heaven, the hands 
nd | are F#retched forth with 'great eagerneſs, 
4 7 the kxces bowe with ſeeming Humility and 
Devotion, and the words of the mouth are 
Tc 3 ſerious and holy, and with appearing fer- 
cd | vency; all this while the heart keeps aloof, 

3 and ar a di#axce from God ; values not his 
love, his grace, or Communion with him ; 
2 but goes after its pleaſures, luſts and cove- 
"ar 7ouſneſs : Alas! Here is only a dead and 
16) 7-tten carcaſs of a Duty without a Soul ; 
ney and *tis very loathſom and abominable. In 
all Religious Performances, 'if the heart 

| D 3 does 
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And whom ſhould they follow ? to 
whom elſe ſhould they go? The Lord has 
the words of Eternal Life, He alone has | 
Grace, and Honour, and Glory, and all good * 
things elſe to give; and to go away from | 


him is to /ofe all this, and to tread the parch 


which leads to Erernal Death. Attenders"*% 
upon God cannot change their Lord, but 2 
they muſt change for the worſe 3 nay, the || 
wery beſt for the very worſt, of all : there- | 
fore they are «nchangeably his, ſtedfaſtand * 
unmovable, always abiding, and abounding | 
in his Work and Service. 7 


In the third place, Lam to ſpeak of /e- | 


wveral ſorts of Attending wp012 God, It will © 


be needful to inſiſt particularly on theſe, # 
that you may have a more diſtin& under- | 
ſtanding of your Duty in th&:Extent, and 
Latitude of it. "The Scripture makes a 
great difference between Attendance, and | 
Attendance upon God ; ſo that there are 
diverſe kinds of it, as ſhall be manifeſted | 
in theſe following D:#7zzFtons. 1 


L. There is an Attendance upon God | 
which is with the lips and body only; and thar | 
which is with the Heart alſo. T begin with 
this diltiaQtion to prevent Hypocrifie and 
Formality im Religious Duties, whereby 

the 
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the Jealous God is ſo much provoked, and 
Profeſſors deceive others, but principally 
cheat and ruine their own Souls. 50h 

1. An Attendance which is w7th the lips 
and body only. God by the Prophet ſpake 
againſt this, and by his own So ſhews the 
waxity of it, and how di/pleaſing *tis to 
him, Mat. 15. 9,8. Te Fhpocrites, well did 
Eſaias propheſie of you, ſaying, This People 
ar aweth near unto me with their mouth, and 
honoareth me mith their lips, but their heart 
Zs far from me. The body indeed 15 to give 
Attendance, as being the Temple of the 
Spirit, The Tongue is then moſt Angelical, 
and Man's Gtory, when moſt enlargedly 


& it does confeſs to God, call upon, and praiſe 


and »mazrifre his Name. But if when the 
eyes are lift up towards Heaven, the haxds 


| are Fretched forth with 'great eagerneſs, 


the kzees bowe with ſeeming Humility and 
Devotion, and the words of the mouth are 
ſerious and holy, and with appearing fer- 
vency; all this while the heart keeps aloof, 
and at a diFance from God ; values not his 
love, his grace, or Communion with him ; 
but goes after its pleaſures, luſts and cove- 
zouſneſs : Alas! Here is only a dead and 
rotten carcaſs of a Duty without a Sol ; 
and ris very loathſom and abominable. In 
all Religious Performances, 'if the heart 

| .D3 does 
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does not at all care to draw rear; ''tis Cer- | 
tain the Lord w-1/ xot draw near neither as to | 
His gracious prefence : And if God be not | 
found in the Duty, nor the Heart of the ? 
performer found there, how unprofitable 
muſt the performance needs be ! A 
2. There is an Attendance upon God Þ 
not with the Body only, but with the Heart 
«ſo. He ſpeaketh unto us as unto Chil- F 


dren, and ſaith, My Son give me thy heart, © 


Prov.23.26. Give him zever ſo much with- Þ 
out this, you give him zothing that he 7 
cares for. The Heart does the chief part | 
in .the pure and acceptable Warſhip of * 
God. The Heart muſt keep his Command- * 
ments, elle they are not kept. Prov. 3. s. 3 
My Son forget not my Law, but let thy Heart |: 
keep my Commandments. The Plalmilt /i/t- # 


ed np his very Soul to God, Plal. 25. 1. this 7 


the Lord look'd at, and liked. Thoſe 
Graces which are to be acted in Attendance Þ 
upon God, as Faith and holy: Reverence, 
Love, Deſire, and Hope, and ſuch like, 
the Heart is the Seat of them ; and 'tis by * 
the Heart that they are exerciſed, And when 7 
the Heart being cleanſed from its Defile- 3 
ments, and weaned from the Allurements # 
of this World, draws very zear to God; | 
and God allo draws wery near; theſe his 
meaver appr oeches, how reviving, how heal- 

ing | 


” 
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ing and confirming are they ! When the 
Spirit of a Saint does before the time, in a 
ſenſe return t0God who gave it, and converſe 
with him in the heavenly places, that con- 
verſe how high, and joyf#l, and beneficial is 
it found |! When Moſes came down from 
the Mount where he had been with God, 


Z his Face did ſhinezand when the Heart has 


been above 1n Heaven, a clearer gh does 
ſhine into it, and 'tis more glorioully traxf- 
formed into the Divine Image and Nature. 


IT. There is an Attendance upon God 
which 1s voluntary, and which is through 
conſtraint and forced. 

1. An Attendance which is voluntary ; 
When God by his powerful Grace inclines 
and determines the Will to himſelf; fo 
that He is choſen, and his ſpecial Favour 
and Bleſſings are valued above all things. 
A mighty ſtrength is put forth, and yet 
without coaFtoz, 1n bending the Will of 
Man towards God, and to his Will, which 
naturally is ſo perverſe and obſtinate in 
Evil, that *tis fitly compared to an Jroz 
Sizew, What a Power is it which makes 
it pliable! P/al. 110. 3. Thy People ſball 
be willing in the day of thy Power. And 
when 70 will is thus wrought, the Heart. 
is then enlarged, andat liberty to.comero - 
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God, and to do its Duty. There 1s a fe- 
newed Nature, which is principium mot us, 
a principle of ſpirituaP Motion. This is | 
notably expreſſed. Zach.8.21. And the In- | 
habitants of one City ſball go to another; ſay- || 
ing, let us go ſpeedily to pray before the Lord, 
and to ſeek the Lord of Hots. I will:go alſo. Þ 
The like remper we find, Jer. 505. They ! 
ſpail ask the way to Zion with their Faces | 


tbitherward, faying, come and let us joyn our 


ſelves to the Lord ina perpetual Covenant that | 
ſhall not be forgotten. 4 
'- 2. There is an Attendance whith is } 
through conſtraint, and forced. The Heart | 
1s nor right with God. nor taken with | 
himſelf at all. But preſſing neceſſity drives |} 
the Soul to him, for ſome bezefit which | 
none but he can beſtow. Or there are ſome i 
indications of God's Anger and Diſplcaſure. Þ 


The effects of which, they which attend 


upon him, feel or fear ; whereupon they | 
are forced zo cry for mercy. Such kind of # 
Attenders were thoſe, Pal. 78. 34, 35, *# 


36,"%37. When he ſlew them then they ſought ; | 


him, they returned and enquired early after © 


G wo they rememiered that God was their 


Reck, 1nd the high God their Redeemer .Never- | 
theleſs they did flatter him with their Mouth, 
and lyed unto him with their Tongues; for 
their Heart was 7: or Fight with him, neither 
Were 
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were they fledfaſt in his Covenant. Had th 

not fe/t God's Hand, he had not heard their 
Voice ; had not peril been extream, they 
would not have run to this Rock for re- 
fuge : had not exemiespreſt harduponthem, 


b | they would not have cryed tozhis high Re- 


deemer for deliverance. But their cries were 
lies and flatteries. As ſoon as the danger 
was if their apprehenſion over , their 


7 | naughty Hearts ſtarted aſide like deceit- 


ful bowes, and they ſoon returned to their - 
corrupt way. In Attending upon God let 
not Aflition, Convittion, and fear of puniſh- - 
ment, bethe only cordsthat hale you to your 
Duty. The more there is of God's Ser- 
vants wills in his work, the more accepta- 
ble and well-pleaſing is the Service. 


JI. There is an Attendance upon God 
which is ord:nary, and extraordinary. 

1. An Attendance upon God which is 
ordinary, AS we are ordinarily to be em- 
ployed in the works. of our particular 
Callings, ſo the works of our general 
Calling as we are Chriſtians, muſt in no 
wile be negleted. As we have Bodies to 
feed and to cloath, and ſome buſineſs a- 
bout the World to mind and manage. So 
we have Souls to look after, and a God to 
ſerve; and this is the 924i buſineſs of all. 
| To 
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To work out our Salvation with fear and 
trembling, is that which ſhould always be 
+ Upon our Hearts. That Man may truly # 
ſay, Diem perdiaj, I have loft « day, if a | 
day is gone, and nothing at all of this work | 
done. . Mary is commended who heard and | 
heeded Chriſt's word, and according to | 
the direQtionof it, minded the oxe thing | 
needful, and choſe the good part which w 
wot betaken away from her, Whereas Martha | 
is taxed and reproved, for being careful, 
ard troubled about many things, Luke 10. 
41,42. All the Lord's Servants are to be 
Attendants iz ordinary, Religion is to be 
the conſtant buſineſs of their lives, as be- 
ing of greateſt concern, and moſt worthy 
of their tume and labour. 

2. There is an Attendance upon God 
which is extraordinary. When he goes 
out of the common way and courſe of his 
Providence; his Servants ought to follow 
him ; and as He aQts extraordinarily in a 
way of Judgment, or of Mercy. They are 
to do ſomething extraordinary in the Du- 
tics they have ſuch a ſignal and loud Call 
£0. 
. Acts of ſeverity are ſtyled, God's {range 
AZs, Tſa.28.21. The Lord will riſe up as in 
Mount Perazim, that he may do his work, 
his ftrange work ; and brizg to paſs his ye 

is 
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his range aff. Affiition 1s faid- to be 
firange, either. becauſe his ordinary courſe 
15 otherwife : Kindneſs and Mercy is that 
which he' delights in ſhewing ; or it may 
denote Judgments that are unuſual, and 
that have ſomething more than ordinary 
of terror and inſtruQtion. When the Lord 
is thus raiſed up out of his holy Habitation, 
and comes forth to viſit and puniſh Ini- 
quity, there ſhould be great preparation to 
meet him, Amos 4.12. Becauſe I will do this 
unto thee, prepare to meet thy God O Iſrael. 
There ſhould be deep Humiliation before 
him, 1 Pet. 5.6. Humble your ſelves there- 
fore under the mighty hand of God, that he 
* may exalt you in due time. There muſt be 
ſtrong cries unto him for pitty, favour, and 
a ſpirit ſuited to his dealings. Pal. 18.6. 
In my diſtreſs 1 called upon the Lord, and 
cryed unto my God, he heard my Voice out of 
| his holy Temple ; and my cry came before 
him, even into his Ears. Sin muſt be for- 
ſaken with more than ordinary ſorrow and 
hatred ; as that which has provoked the 
Lord to be ſo very angry ; and Righteouſ- 
eſs muſt be followed after with greater 
zeal and diligence. Ia. 26. 9. When thy 
Judgments are in the Earth, the Inhabitants 
of the World will learn Righteouſneſs. 
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On the other ſide, when God does a&t 


extraordinarily in deliverance and ſalvation, 
Songs ſuitable to Deliverance ſhould be 
loud ; the Heart ſhouid be exceedingly 
well tuned ro praiſe his Name. ' His At- % 
tendants ſhould call upon zbezr ' Souls, and 7% 
all that is within them, to bleſs him, Pſal, * 
103.1. Love ſhould be extraordinarily ar- 
dent unto God the deliverer, when extra- 
ordinary deliverance has been wrought. 
And he that is ſo mighty to ſave, ſhould 
be both feared and believed 1n together. 
Exod.14.31. And Irael ſaw that great work | 
which the Lord did upon the Egyptians, and | 
the People feared the Lord, and believed the | 
ford and his Servant Moſes. 

-T might alſo add, that when Falls have 
been fort, and ſcandalous fins have been 
committed, then there ſhould be extraord;- 
marycontritionand ſupplication unto God for 
Pardon, Healing, for Eitabliſhment by his 
Spirit, and for the Joy of his Salvation, 
When David an eminent Saint and Pro- 
phet, was of a ſudden turned black as 
Hel!, and become a Monſter of Ingrati- 
tude, Impurity and Cruelty, he comes 
unto God being awakened by Nathan's 
Miniſtry, with great ſhame and broken- 
neſs of Heart, P/al.51.16,17. he implores 
mercy, begs Eaſe, and the healing of his 
wounded 


without Diſtrat3ion. AS 
wounded Conſcience. : He cries for a 
clean Heart, and a right Spirit : and being 
ſenſible of his own weaknels, nay, treache- 
rouſneſs and unfaithfulneſs to himſelf, he 
intreats that the Lord would undertake 
for him, and by- his own free Spirit conts- 
nually uphola him. 


IV. There is an Attendance upon God 
which is Secret in the Cloſet, Private in the 
Family, and Publick in the Congregation. 

1. An Attendance upon God that is Se- 
cret in the Cloſct. Our Lord was much' in 
Prayer alone by himſelf; ſometimea great 
while before Day 3 and ſometime he conti- 
nued in it a!/ Nzght, _He commands and 
urges ſecret Prayer, upon. every one of his 
Diſciples, Mat. 6. 6. But thou when thou 
prayeſt enter into thy Cloſet ; and when tho 
hat ſbut thy Door, pray to thy Father which is 
in ſecret ; and thy Father which ſeeth in ſe- 
cret ſhall reward thee openly. God ſees in ſe- 
cret, and hears even/whiſper'd Confeſſions 
and Petitions.. And when 'tis ſaid that He 
7s in ſecret, ir ſeems to intimate a ſpecial 
' gracious preſence, that is vouchſafed tothem 
that are ofzex alone with him. In this ſe- 
cret Attendance upon God, we may ule 
a greater Tejjnoie, freedom of Speech, and 

tell him all that we fear and fee/, and gh 
| an 
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and deſire. Secret Duties which Man can | 
take no notice of,” have not thoſe motives | 
which are very prevalent with Hypocrites; 
who lov'd to Pray ſtanding in the Syna 
gogues, and in the Corners of the Streets ; | 
where two Streets met, that thoſe in the | 
one Street and in the orher, 1arght behold 
their Devotions, and applaud them. God | 
is pleaſed to/iffer and heirken after Prayer, | 
and there is not the clofe# honelieft Corner, | 
where there is a fincere Supplic arr, tut | 
God isreally there to fulfil und prant the de- | 
fire; and to /upport the burrhen a, if not to 
remove the burthens that are groaned under, 
P/al.38.9. All my defire is before thee, anil 
my grouning is not hid from thee. ASaccord- 
ing to Solomon, A pift in' ſecret pacifieth 
Anper ; ani 4 reward in the boſem' ftrong 
wrath, Prov. 21.14. 10 ſecret confeſſion of 
fin, bitter mourning for it, and bey2tmg for- 
griveneſitn the Name of Jeſws will prevail for | 
the pacifying of God's frerce# diſpleaſure; 
and the obtaining of 'his Love and Grace. | 
2, There 1s an Attendance upon God 
that is Private in the Family. This has 
been wofully, finfally, ſhamefully neg- | 
leted-not only by the prophaze, but by | 
them that call cheneſetves Profeſſors, though 
| 


hardly worthy of that Name. Family Wor- 
ſhip has beea much \preſs'd from the Pul- 
pit; 
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pit ; Oh when ſhall it once be, that every 
ones pratiſe will be anſwerable ! I read not 
only of a Dedication of the 1abernacke and 
Temple; but alſo of the Hoſes of the 1/- 


ſed at the Dedication of the Honſe of 'David. 
The 1/7ae/ites juſtly called their Houſes 
God's Houſes. And thoſe tumulrnous com- 
bined, and inſulting Enemnes of theirs in 
Pride, Scorn and Deriſion faid, Let ws rake 
ts our ſelves the Houſes of God tn: poſſeſſion, 
Pſal. 83.12. Houſes were dedicated'to the 
Lord's Service. Joſhua ſays, I ani 'my 
Honſe we will ſerve the Lord; and all Iſrael 
promiſe the' ſame, Joſh.24.15,21. David 


1ays, he will walk within his Houſe with « 


perfeit Heart, Plal. ron. 2. there be Songs 
of Mercy «nd of Judgment. Indeed the woice 
of rejoycing and Salvation is is the Taberna- 
cle of the Righteous, Plal.118.15. TheLord 
1s adored and praiſed in the Tabernactes 
of them ro whom he has ſhewed himſelf 
a God of Salvation. | 
Cornelius one of the fir#-fraits of the 
Gentiles, was a devout Man, and he feare# 
God with all his Houſe, and prayed to God al- 
way, Alt.10.2. And fearing of God implies 
calling »poz his Name, as caſting off fear, 
and reſtraining of Prayer are joyned toge- 
ther, Fob 15.4. fo that he' prayed unto ( : 
wil, 
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with all his Houſe; and there isnot the leaft | 
reaſon to think that they did not pray alto- | 
gether, unleſs ſuch kind of praying had # 
been any where. forbidden. - We read of * 
a Curſe and a Bleſſing not only upon Per- # 
ſons, bur upon Families. Prov. 3. 33. The | 
Curſeof the Lordis in the Houſe of the wicked, 
bat he bleſſeth the Habitation of the Just. | 
Surely Families have reaſon to Pray | 
a24inſt the one ; and that the other may i 
reſt on them. And truly our Lord Jeſus 
in that Prayer of his own making, which is ® 
the great DireFory for Prayer ;. when he | 
does inſtruct us to ſay, Give us this day our | 
aaily Bread, very plainly figaifies , that 
thoſe in Families: that daily Eat together, 
ought alſo daily to pray together. 'And are | 
they ozly to prav together for daily Bread? 
nos they arealſo to Pray for the hallowing 
of Gua's Name, the coming of his Kzng- | 
aom ; and that; his Will might be done on | 
Earth as "tis done in Heaven, They are to 
pray for the forgiveneſs of palt treſpaſſes ; 
and that Grace may prevent their being /ed 
into Temptation, and may aeliver them from | 
Evil. | 
You ſee here 1s ground enough for Fa- 
milies to give their Attendance upon God. | 
Families are the, Seminaries from which 
both Church and Steteare furgiſhed ; a 
1 
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if there were more ;of Devetion ang In- 
ſtruction, and Diſcipline there, the Church 
in all probability would be zvore pare ; and 
the State more righteoufly and better ordered. 
Whereas, if Families //ve without Goa in 
the World ; the Governours, the Ghildrea 
and Servants are all- uſually wicked,” and 
likely to become worle and worſe : and 
the Churches Face is foul d withjoapows [pots 


and ſtains ; and the State grows More cor- 
rupt, till at length tis ripe for rune. 

3. There is an Attendance upon God 
that is publick iz the Congregation. Tn pub- 
lick Afſemblies the true God is owned and 
honoured in the F ace of the Sun; and the 
| Lord Chrift is glorified ; Chrittians Af- 


{embling in his Name, depending upon 
his Promiſe to be 5x the midſt of them, and 
fo bleſs them, He walks tn the widit of the 
Golden Candleſticks, Rev. 1.13, He bleles 
the Ordinances himſelf has inſtituted, co 
the enlightaing, purifying, and Conlola- 
tion of fincere Attendants on hum. Ta 
theſe Publick Aſſemblies, Saints «2:te their 
[piritual ftrength in wreſtling with Gol 3 the 
Faith and holy Deſrres of a great many Be= 
lievers together being coxjuxd, are likely 
to be the more prevailing. Theſe Aflem- 
blies ought to be valued and frequented-5 
to forſake them, is ill to the forſaker : 

E Henes 
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Hence that caution, Heb. 10.25. Not for- 
ſaking the Aſſembling of our ſelves together, 
as the manner of ſome is-; but exhorting one 
another, and ſo much the more as ye ſee the 
aay approaching. The breaking of ſolemn 
publick Aſſemblies, ſhould be an Heart- 
breaking thing to us; and the Lord has 
promiſed to gather thoſe'that are forrow- 


ful upon this ſcore. Zeph. 3.18. will ga- Þ 
ther them that ' are ſorrowful' for the ſolemn | 
Aſſembly, who are of thee, to whom the reproach | 


of it was a burthen. 


V. There 1s an Attendance upon God 
on his own day, and «por other days. | 
1. An Attendance upon God on 44 ow: M 


axzy. A ſeventh part of our time is hallowed | 
by the fourth ( ommanament.' - SIX days are | 
for Labour, a ſeventh for Reit from that | 
Labour; and that we may bave leiſure, 


with greater ſeriouſneſs to atrend upon 


God. The great Creator having made | 


the World in fix days, reſted on the ſe- 


venth, and appointed it for a Sabbath, 
and bleſſed it. And the Apoſtle tells us ' 
that our Lord ]:\us Chriſt rhe great Re-. | 


deemer, zs entred into his Reſt, having ceaſed 
his own works, as: God did from his; and 


therefore there remains a ret cab3atiauds,. 4 
keeping of a Sabbath to the Perple of Goa, . 
Heb. 
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Heb. 4. 9,10. As the Jewiſh' Sabbath was 
kept in Commemoration of the Lord's 
reſting from Creation, ſo the Chriſtian 
Sabbath is to be obſerved in Commemnor ati- 
on of Chriſt, who is over all God bleſſed for 
ever, his refing from the work of Redempti- 
03 ; ir is in him that we have reſt by Faith 
at-preſent, and hope for a blefied, glori- 
ous, and everlaſting Reſt in Heaven. The 
day that Chriſt roſe, was the d44y.0n which 
he reſted ; for his lying: in the Grave was | 
not bis reft, but part of his Humiliation ; 
and that was the firſt day of: the: Week. 
On chi Chriſtian Churches aflembled: for 
Worſhip, A#s 20. 6, 7. The Apoſtle was 


XZ at Troas ſeven days. We read not a'word, 


being among Chriſtians, that he*folemnly 
Worſhipt on the ſeventh day, but upon the 


firſt day of the Week the Di (ciples-came toge- 
By ther to break Bread, Upon this day Chri- 


ſtians being aſſembled together, 'ColleFions 
were made tor good Uſes at Corinth, and in 
the Churches of Galatzia, x Cor. i6. 1,' 2. 
Nay, this is called thesLord*s Day, Rev.1: 
10. Now as the Lofd?s Supper is 4 Supper 
of the Lord's Inftitution ; ſo the Lord's 
Day, iukes xverarh, ISA day of the Lord's 
appointing and ordaining. The prophana- 
tion -of this Chriſtian Sabbath has been 
puniſhed with remarkable Judgments ; 'The 
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Ordinances adminiſtred thereon have begin | 
owned ana bleſſed to the Converſion and Cans | 


3 firmation of Thouſands and Millions of Seltls. * 


- On this Chriſtian Sabbath, what kind # 
of Attendance on God ſhould. ours |be ! ! 
Before the day comes it ſhould be longed { 
forz, and when *ris come, ir ſhould be 
moſt- welkcotn. Afſoon as our Serſes ure Þ 
#nlockt nv che Morning, our Souls ſhould | 
be.as it were, cavght wp to tbe third Heaven, | 
and:there continue wat Night. Our Lerd 
1s rijex indeed, and we. ſhould viſe with | 
him, and fre thoſe things which are above, | 
mhere ht. ſits ut the right hand of God, Col. | 
3:1. Things on Earth. will be intruding | 

into our Hearts and Thoughts ; but ino 3 
Entertainment muſt be ' given them. A | 
Beſireor Wiſh mult not be allowedthem, 
umeſs it be, rhar we 4qnay not be diſtracted 
with : them. When Abraham was juſt 
come: to Mount Moriah, he ſays to his Þ 
Servants, HAbide you here, and 1and the Lad | 
will go youder and Worſhip, Gen. 22. 5. So 
when' the Lord's Day. comes, we ſhould 
ſayto all our Workdly Bufineſles and Con- | 
Cerns,  Abide as you are; ceaſe from our Care 
avs 1honghts, whiljt we -and our Hearts aſ- 
cena nnto the Hill of the Lord and Worfhrp. 
This'day 1s appointed for our more ſolemn 
approathes unto God, and that we may 

: have 


' wethout Diftraftion, "2 


pve more intimate Fellowſhip with him ; 
$- if Communion with him be enjoyed, 
we ſhall find ſo much Grace and Strength, + 
and Peace therein, that we ſhall be per- 
fetly of the Pfalmiſt's mind, That a day 
in God's Courts is better than a Thouſand, 
P{al.84.10. The very Palaces of the wick- 
ed are contemptible. No place under Hea- 
ven'is ſo deſirable as the SanQuary. 

2. There is an Attendance upon God 
on other days. He 1s the L.ord of our time, 
and therefore every day, he ſhould have 
ſome part of it. We ſhould be careful to 
know how he would have us to employ 
that time which himſelf gives, and will 
call us to account for. We ſhould live the 
reft of our time in the Fleſh, to the Will of 
God, not to the Luſts of other Mex, or our 
own, 1 Pet.4.2. and we ſhould grieve, that 
ſomuch has been waſted to his Diſpleaſure 
and Diſhonour. David was glad to go up 
to the Houſe of God on the Sabbath ; but 
he was alſo a daily Attender on him. Pal. 
86. 3. Be merciful unto me, O Logd, for I 
cry unto thee daily. So Heman, Plal. 88. g. 
Lord, I have called daily upon thee, I have 
ſtretched out my Hands unto thee. And Da- 
tel rather than omit praying daily unto 
God, ventured to be caſt into the Lzox's 


Den; and God miraculouſly appears for 
E 2 | him 
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him, his Mouth having beer open ſo often in 
fervent Supplication ; God ſhuts tbe Lions 
Mowths, that though in the Den amang 
them, they did not make a Prey of him. | 
Every day we ſhould be in the Fear of 

God, and -have Faith in him ; and if in 
the midſt of our Worldly Buſineſs, our 
Hearts frequently ſtep aſide to attend on 
God in mental Applications to him ; that 
attendance will be. both acceptable and 
profitable. Bur ſome times every day we 
ſhould ſequeſter our ſelves from other bu- 
ſineſs 3 that this greateſt and beſt buſineſs 
may be minded ; which is to draw near 


to God. 


6. There is an attendance upon G6d 1n 
4 time of [_iberty and a Calm, and an attend- 
10g upon him 1n a zime of Perſecution and 
4 Storm. Jn a time of Libcrty the, Lord 
has mary Followers, wholeave him when 
a Storm of Perſecution bcats 1n their Faces. 
When the King of Navarre was about to 
Apoſtatize ro Popery, and Beza came to 
confirm 1m 10 the Truth, he made this 
Anſwer, T hat he would never go ſo far to Sea 


#5 not tobe able to put to Shore when he pleaſed ; 
He ſhewed plainly, that he could turn 


Papiſt to get the Kyagdom of France ; but 
he was reſolved zot to go through much T ri- 
bulation 
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bulation to enter into the K ingdom of Hea- 
ver. T he Hearers compared to ſtony ground 
heard the Goſpel with forwardzeſs and joy, 
while the Goſpel and Proſperity were con- 
joyned ; but when Perſecution aud Tribu- 
[ation aroſe becauſe of the Word, they were 
offended, they kept not their ſtanding, but 
in that time of Temptation fell away, 
Mat. 13. 20,21. We ſhould be other kiad 
of attendants than ſo. Let us count the coſt 
of being Diſciples, and conclude that Grace 
and Glory will quit the coſt. Our Lord was 
offended at nothing that was to be done or 
ſ«ffered tor our Redemption ; ſurely nei- 
ther his Commands nor his Croſs ſhould 
be matter of offence to us, but ſtill we 
ſhould remain his followers, 

I might alſo add another dz#:n7:o : 
There is an attendance upon God 1n Earth 
and in Heavez ; the one is Duty, the other 
is Reward; the one is ſbort, the other is 
endleſs; and yet in that Service there ſhall 
not be the /caſt wearineſs; nay, ſo far from 
that, that there will be falze/s of Foy and 
everlaſting Pleaſure. Thus I have {poken 
of the ſeveral ſorts of attending upon God. 


In the fourth place I am to-aſtzn the rea-. 
ſons why the Children of Men ought to give © 
their attendance upon God, | 
E 4 r. The 


8&6 Attendance upon God 

+1. The Command to attend upon God 
is written 09 the Heart of Man by Natare, 
There is both the Creed, and the Law of 
Nature. There are ſeveral Truths that are 
apparent without a ſupernatural Revela- 
tion ; as that there 75 4 God; that he rules 
the World; that he ſees all the works of the 
Children of Men ; and that he will cal 
them 16 an account for all that they have done, 
There are alſo Commands which are writ- | 
ten in the Hearts of Men. Rom. 2. 14. 
For when the Gentiles which have not the Law 
do by Natare the things contained in the Law, 
theſe having not the Law, are a Law #nto 
themſelves; which ſhew the work of the Law | 
written in their Hearts; and among rhete | 
Commands, this is as plain as any, that 
God is to be worſhipped. The Gentiles there- 
fore are blamed becauſe this Command 
was not obſerved, Rom. 1.21. Becauſe that 
when they knew God they ol;rified him nct as 
God, nerther were thankful: but became wain 
in their imaginations,” and their fooliſh heart 
tz dared, Now as fins have their pecn- 
har azgrevations that arecommutted againſt 
the Licht of Natare, fo neglect of Dury 1s 
higbly aggravated, when 'tis eviaent by 
the Licht of Nature, that fuch Duty ought 
ro be performed. 


2. At- 


. 
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2. Attendance upon God is frequently 
called for and urged in the Scripture, "The 
Lord ſpake this with his own Yoice from 
Heaven, and afterwards wrote it with 
his ows Hand upon the Tables of Stone, 
that we: ſhould have no other Gods before 
him, that we ſhould not Worſbip Tdols, that 
we ſhould not take his Name in vain, Exod. 
20. Our Lord repeats what was enjoyned 
long before, Mas. 4. 10. 1t is written, thor 
ſpalt Worſhip the Lord thy God, and him only 
{balt thou ſerve ; and he ſays Joh.4.24. God 
is a Spirit, and they that Worſhip hins, wut 
Worſhip him in Spirit and in Truth, SoPſal. 
22.23. Te that fear the Lord praiſe him ; 
all ye the Seed of Jacob glorifie him 3 and 
fear him all ye the Seed of Iſrael. See alſo 
Pſal. 105. 3, 4. Glory ye in his holy Name, 
let the Heart #f them rejoyce that ſeek the 
Lord : Seek the Lord and his Strength, ſeek 
his Face evermore. And as the word of God 
calls for this, ſo the Providence of God 
ſeconds his Precepts. 'T he diſpenſurg of mer- 
cies calls upon us to attend the Father of them 
with our Praiſes. And affliftions ſhould 
quicken us1n our ſeeking God 3 he requires 
this, Plal.50.15. Call upon me in the day of 
trouble, I will deliver thee, and thou ſhalt glo- 
rifle me, And he reckons upon it that he 
ſhould hear from his People, when = 
chaſt- 
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chaftning was upon them, Hol. 5.15. Inil 


R 


20 and return to my place, till they — | 


their offence, aud ſeek my F ace ; in their 
Gon they will ſeek me early. | 

3. God ſees whether there be an attendance 
#pon himſelf, and after what manner, and 
that with a jealous eye. And this 1s another 
firong reaſon for our attending on him. 


T he Lord looks down from Heaven upon the 


Children of Men, to this very end, that he 
may ſee if there be any that underſtand and 
ſeek God, Plal. 53.2. 1o that he very ſtriftly 
obſerves, how Mens Hearts are affected 
towards him and his Service; and he can- 
not bur be very much diſpleaſed with the 
whole Race of fallen Man, becauſe Rom. 
2. Io, I1. There is none Righteous, no not 
one ; there is none that underſtandeth, there 
is none that ſeeketh after God The Lord 
takes notice how Days and Vceeks, and 
Months and Years go over Mens Heads, 
and yet that God from whom they have 
their all, they ſeek not to for any thing 3 
neither return they any thanks to him, 
how much ſoever they reccive from him. 
And thoſe who attend upon God, he ob- 
erves the manner how they do it ; and 
heartleſs Duties, doing the work of the Lord 
acceitfuily, pravokes and kindles the Fire 
of | bis Jealouſie. Mal. 1.14. Curſed be the 
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deceiver,” who having a Male in his Flock, 


woweth and ſacrificeth to the Lord a corrupt 
thing. The ſecond Commandment which dis 
refs us as to, Divine Worſhip, makes men- 
tion that the Lord is 4 jealow: God. Hecan- 
not endure to have his Service zeglefted, as 
if there vere x0 profit or reward 1n ſeeking 
him : He cannot endure a zeg/igent Ser- 
vice. As if he were an Idol; as it he had 
Eyes, but did not ſee or take notice who 
they are that mock him, God's Omniſci- 
ence and all-ſeeing Eye, ſtruck a great 
awe upon the Apoſtle, it made him draw 
near to God ; and it made him very ſeri- 
ous when he had to do with him. Heb. 
4.13. Neither ts there any Creature that u not 


| manifeſt in his ſight ; but all things are naked 


and opened unto the Eyes of him with whom 
ne have to do, 

4. Man's neceſſities ſhould conſtrain him 
to attend upon God, Sin has made the Chil- 
dren of Men in the worſt ſenſe poor and 
needy 3 they fancy themſelves rich, and 
dream of fulneſs; but behold tis only a 
dream ; for they are wretched, and ws 
ble, and poor, and blind, and naked. Now 
for the ſupply of their needs, ?tis in 
vain to have recourſe to any but God. 
The broken Ciſlerns can hold no Water : 
and canzot furniſh them with axy that run 
co 
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Gthem; but there is exozgh in the Fon. 
rain of living Waters for all that repair toit; 
An experienced attendex upon God, knew 
how to be furniſhed with every thing, 
Pal. 57. 2. 1 will cry unto God moſt high; 
#nto God, who performeth all things for me. 
And the Apoſtle ſpeaks with a moſt 
reaſonable confidence, P/al.4. 19. My God 
fhall ſupply all your needs according to his riches 
iz glory by Chriſt Jeſus. The one thing need- 
fat 1s alone from God ; and from him are 
all things elſe: His Kingdom and Righte- 
ouſneſs he beftows on them that ſeek him ; 
and all things elſe ſhall be added, Matr.6.33. 
Man has beggar'd himſelf ; as to the true 
Riches he is a meer Bankrupt : In him, | 
that is, 7 his Fleſh dwelleth no good thing, 
Rom. 7. 18. and that which 1s born of the 
fleſh is fleſh, wholly carnal, till there be a 
regeneration by the Spirit, How ſhall Man, 
who is ſo very evil, be made truly good ? 
Alt true Grace and Goodneſs is from God, | 
who is therefore called the God of al Grace, | 
x Pet. 5. xo. and *tis through Chriſt that | 
*tis all communicated : Therefore every 7 
good thing in Believers, is ſaid to be in them 
in Chriſt Jeſus, Philem.ver.6, Man has need 
ro c&me toGod, for he has ruined himſelf, 
and tis the Lord alone to whom Salvatioz 
belongs. Man has deſtroged himſelf, in God is 


his 


—_ 
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bis help found, Hof. 13. 9. Thoſe whom 
the Lord ſaves not, muſt needs periſh. 

5. Man's Obligations to attend apoy God, 
are ſtill increaſing. The Lord cauſes his Sur 
10 ariſe upon the evil as well as the good, up- 
on the 19righreons as well as the righreom, 
Matt.5:45. He is kind 10 the unthaukfol axd 
theevil, Luke 6.35, God*s Bounty calls for 
a return of Duty, and ſhould quicken 
Man'to ſeek the Lord who is 6 abundant 
jn Goodneſs. In God's hand Mas*s breath is, 
and every time he breaths'God ſaves his Life; 
trom God's hand he receives whatever he 
has. How ſtrittly is Man engaged to ac- 
knowledge God 1 all ! to ſerve him, and 
to glorifie his Name! Even thoſe that are 
bad, have experience of the riches of Divine 
GoodiRſs, and Forbearante, and Long-juffer- 
ing; and though this goodnefs 15 but com- 
mon, yet offers are made to them of ſpecial 
Grace. All the day long the Lord ftretches 
forth his hand to the difobedient and pain-ſav- 
ing; and-in that hand are no leſs than the 
good things of Time and of Eternity. The 
wickedeſt and worſt of Men, if they con- 
ſent to {eave their wicked ways, and to have 
their wicked hearts changed , and come to 
God, they {hall graciouſly be accepted, 
be «byndantly pardoned, and have the beſt 
things beſtowed on them. God 4s ready 
to 
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to give Grace to them that have noxe'z and 
to give more Grace where he i has already 
wrought it. | 

6. Promiſes are precious :ithat are made to 
attenders upon God, and threatnings are ter- 
rible againſt Contemners of God, who.refnſe ta 
attend upon him... Thus the Lord works 
upon thoſe two: great. commanding things in 
the Soul of Man, his Hope and his fear, 
that he*may have: Service from;tum-.,; If 


Wwe draw near to-God, he promiles'to araw | 


aigh to us, James 4.8. and his approaches 
to his People are,the manifeſtatiand of his 
Pitty and Power for their help and ſupply ; 


the communications of. that Grace Which | 
may be ſuitable and ſufficient 1n the time | 


of need'; He ſays zat to the Seed of Jacob, 
ſeek.*ge me in vain, _ Moſes ſuppoſes 1/rael 
apoſtatizing from. cheir God by Idolatry, 
and his anger waxed hot againſt them , 
and themſelves fcatrered among the Na+ 
tions: Yet ſays he, If from thence thou ſhalt 
ſeek the Lord thy God, thou ſhalt find him, 
if thou ſeek him with all thy heart and with all 
thy ſoul, Deut.4.29. Gracious words to the 
ſame purpoſe are ſent in a Letter to the 
Captives 10 Babylon, Jer.29.11,12,12. For 
1 know the thoughts that I think towards you, 
ſaith the Lord ; thoughts of peace, and not of 
evil, to give 194 an expected end ; then {ball 
ye 
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ze call upon me, and ye ſhall go and pray unto 


me, and I will hearken'unto you; and ye ſhall 
ſeek me and find me, when ye ſhall ſearch for 
me with all your heart. 

Oa the other hand, the God of :iratb 
and juſtice breathes out threatnings and wrath 
againſt them that deſpiſe him ; that 1n- 
ſtead of ſeeking him, ##ra their backs upon 
him and forſake hin; Ia. 1. 24, 28, Thus 
{aith the Lord, the Lord of Hoſts, the migh- 
ty one of Iſrael. 4h! I will eaſe me: of my 
adverſaries. They were a burthen to him, 
which at laſt he grew weary to bear ;: ad 
revenge me of my Enemies ; and the deſtruiti- 
on of the tranſgreſſors, and of the ſinners, ſball 
= be together 5 and they that forſake the Lard 
| ſhall be conſumed. Sometimes God promiſes 
; and threatens in the ſame breath, that he may 

prevail-with Man co :come to him, and 
| make him afraid to refuſe. 1 Chron, 28.9. 
The Lord ſearcheth all hearts, and under- 
Handeth all the imaginations of the thoughts, 
if thou ſeek him he will be found of thee z, but 
if thou forſake him he will caſt thee off for 
ever. So Ezr. 8. 22. The hand of our God 
is upon all them for good that ſeek him, but 
his power and his wrath is againit all thim 
that forſJake him. And the promiſed good, 
and the threatxed evil, being thus preſepted 
zogether to our view, our Hearts are. the 
more 
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more likely to be affeQed with the dread. 
Fulneſs of the one, and with the deſprables 
neſs of the other. 

7. The time will not lait much longer, in 
which God will be-attended upon, Life is ſhort, 
and Death, which puts an ead to Man's 
Life an this World, will bring che Seaſon of 
Mercy and Grace to a f#/ period - There 
is 70 pI/img through that «2s x«9ue greg 
gxlph which is fixed in the ather World, 
{ke 16. 26. Prayers'in Hell! have: no Au 
dience, but a Denial, though but a aro 
of Water is asked : Nay, as the rich Man 
could not prevail for axy eaſe for b1m/elf, | 
ſo-neither for a Meſſeager to be {ent ro his 
{arviving, ſecure, and finful Brethrex,to pre- 
vent their coming into rhe place: of Tor- 
ment, Our Lord by hrs Spirit 1n the Pa- 
triarchs, wezt and_preacked to the Sperits in 
Priſon ; but it was before they came to that | 
Prifon ; even whey the lowg-ſuffering of God 
waited in the days of Noah, 1 Pet.g. 19,20. | 
When we read that admonition, Seek the 
Lord while he may be founa, and call ye upon 
him while he is near,1{a.55.6, thereis a plain | 
Fatimation, that quickly it may be 2poſ- | 
ble to find him 4 and that tocall upon him, 
may be #00 late and to no purpoſe. . Deſpair 
hereafter will ſtop Sianers Mouths, and 
utterly diſcourage their crying unto God : 

. Then 
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Then they will rather call to the Rotks and 
Mountains to fall upon them, and hide them 
from the Face of him that fits upon the Throne, 
and from the wrath of the Lamb. 

8. If Man attend not upon God, how 
much evil will he do, and whither will he go ! 
If God has no Service from him, Siz and 
Satan will have a great deal. Thoſe who 
are not well employed in holy Duties, ae 
likely to be very ill employed in the un- 
fruitful works of Darkneſs. Tbe Nature 
of Man is ſo depraved, that it has a migh- 
ty propenſion to wickedneſs. And were 
it not for the Grace of God, which does . 
either change corrupted Nature,or c/atn it, 
what a univerſal running out would there 
be into all Exceſs of Riot, and with what 
greedinelſs would Iniquity be committed ? 
But if God be not attended on and ſought 
unto, and proud ſcornful Sinners had ra- 
ther he would keep his Grace to himpelf,. 
than bei#fow any of it upon them ; he may 
juitly leave them to the perverſe bent of 
their own Nature : and how will Sin a- 
bound then ? how will a wicked Heart be 
perpetually ſending forth polluted Streams ? 
Jer.6.7. As a Fountain gaiteth out her Wa- 
ters, ſo ſhe caſteth out her wickedneſs. The 
Lord puniſhes negle& of himſelf and of 


his Service, this way. He leaves Men ta 
F tems 
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themſelves; and 'tis a very righteous and 


proper puniſhment, Pſal. 81.11, 12. But 
my People would not hearken to my Voice, and 
1{rael would none of me; ſo I gave them up 
to their own hearts luſts, and they walked in 
their own Counfels. And Man being thus 
left to follow the counſels of a Carnal 
Mind, and to full the Luſts of a wicked 
Heart; what a Child of Hell may hequick- 
ly become ; and what ha/fe may he make 
thither ? he may ripen apace for ruine, and 
be ſuddenly deſtroyd, and that without res 
mea). | 

0H. Attendance upon God 1s »ot profita+ 
ble to God in the lea, but Man has the bene: 
fit and advantage by it, He was a Man of 
eminent goodneſs, whole Soul [aid wnto the 
Lora, Thou art my Lord, my goodneſs ex- 
zepdeth not to thee, Plal. 16, 2. Bur though 
David's goodneſs extended not ro God, to 
draw near to God was good for David. 
Saints and Angelsby their higheſt Services 
can add nothing to the Lord whom they 
ſerve. Their ſublimeſt praiſes are an acknon- 
ledgment that they have their all from him, 
and iz him, The better we are, the better 
Obedience we yield ; but the Lord 1s nor 
bettered by our be{t Obedience. It 1s 
highly reaſonable we ſhould attend upon 
God ; for though he can receive wothing 
from 
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from us ; yet he is ready -to give himſelf 
and af things to us, it we ſeek him dilt- 
gently. He conſults our intereſt in his 
Commands to come, to fear, to love, and 
cleave to him, Devwt. 10.12, 13. Azxd 
wow I{rael, what doth the Lord thy God re- 
quire of thee, but to fear the Lord thy God, 
and to walk in all his ways, and to love him, 
and to ſerve the Lord thy God with all thy 
Heart, and with all thy Soul 5, to keep the Com- 
mandments of the Lord, aud his Statutes 
which I command thee this day for thy good ? 
Man's good you ſee, is aimed at ; and that 
in fearing of God and keeping his Com- 
mandments, it may be well zvith Man for 
ever, Deut.5.29. 


I come in the laſt place, to the Applica- 
tiop of the DoQrine ; the Ules of it may 
be ſeveral. 


USE I. Shall be of Reproof. Many 
ſorts of perſons delerve reprehenfion, and 
need it. | | | 

1. They are to be reproved who are 
haters .of God, and hate *o attend upon bim. 
*Tis prodigiouſly unreaſonable, that the 
gracious God, who fills the Earth with his 
gooaneſs, Pal. 33. 5. and is moſt worthy of 
the Love of all, ſhould be hated by any : 
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Yet though ſtrange, *tis too true, that God 
IS hated by many, nay, by oft of the Chil. 
dren of Men. Moſt are of their Father the 
Devil, and the luſts of their Father they will 
do: He 1s an hater of God, .and fo are 
they. All wicked Men are alienated from 
God, and Enemies in their Minds by 
wicked works : they diſlike him and his 
Service; they get out of his ways, and 
turn aſide out ot his paths, and ſay, Cauſe 
the holy One of 1/rael to ceaſe from before us, 
Lia.30-11. they care not to hear, to think 
of this holy One; they cannot abide to 
walk in his holy ways. Now if /ove to 
Gecd be the firit and great Command, how 
2reat a ſin muſt the hatred of God be called! 
and how unfit are they to be admitted 
hireatter into his glorious Preſence and 
Kingdom; who now ſay unto God depart 
from us ! Moſt worthy they are to be ſent 
away from him with 4zs Curſe, and to be 
{cntenced to that everlaſting Fire prepared 
for the Devil and his Angels, whom they 
reſemblein hating of God, and with whom 
they have joyned 1n rebelling againſt him. 
2, They are to be reproved who account 
Httendance upon Cod needleſs. Þhe Mind 
of Man appears to be «44G, void of 
Judgment, in determing what things are 
mainly to be winded. Things that are 
vanity 
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vanity and vexation of Spirit ; what pains 
are taken to get them; what care is taken 
to keep them ! "The one thing neeaful 1s 
neglected, as if it were the only thing un- 
neceſſary. The Heathen Poet cryed our, 


O curas hominum ! O quantum eſt in rebns 
inane ! 


The Care of Man about empty things, 
how injudicious 1s it? Time can be found 
for every thing, but the making proviſion for 
Eternity ; and yet the providing for Eter- 
nity is the main thing to be done in time ; 
and time was given chiefly for the doing 
of this. Are theſe to be our great enqui- 
ries, What ſhall we eat and drink, and where- 
with ſhall we be cloathed and adorned ? How + 
ſhall we heap up wealth, and gratifie our ſelves 
with ſenſual pleaſures ? How ſhall we live 
plentifully our ſelves, and leave abundant 
ſabſtance to Poſterity ? Certainly there are 
matters of far greater importance and ne- 
ceſſity to be regarded. The #rsly grand En- 
qQuiries are of another Nature. How ſhall 
ſis be pardoned, and the Wrath of God ap- 
peaſed ? How ſball the Heart be changed, 
and made a new one, and the Soul that is ſo 
precious [aved ? How ſhall Goa be attended 
0n, and ſerved, and glorified, ſo as to be en- 
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Joyed, and eternal bleſſedneſs attained in the 
Enjoyment of him ? Attendance upon God 
is 20 more to be accounted zeealeſs, than 
eternal happineſs is neealeſs, than the loſs of 
a Soul more valuable than the whole World, 
is to be eſteemed a [mall matter. . 
2. They are to be reproved who loo 

upon attendance 0n God as a wearineſs , 
and grievous. In following and trudging 
after Mammon,they are unwearied. How 
twift and many are the ſteps in the way 
to Earthly Delights and Treaſure ! They 
riſe up early, fit up late, rack their Wits, 
Srow Lean with Care for the things of 
the World ; and they are not grudging at 
all this Totl and Labour. Bur when they 
come to wait upon God, time moves very | 
flowly; a quarter ſees longer than an hour. 
Duties are redions tothem ; they are /oth 
to &r2iz ; and aſſoon as they have begun, 
they do nt wiſh for Communion with God, 
or that they themſelves might be better'd; 
but that their Dzties were at an end, The 
Prophet is very {harp againit them who 
deſpiſed the T able of the Lord, and look'd 
upon the fruit 11d meat of it contemptible ; 
and they [2i4, brhold what a wearineſs it is! 
Mal.1.12,13. God 1s weary of ſuch un- 
willing Services 2s yours are. Ifa.1.13,14. 
Brix? na more vain Oblations, they are « 
"TR \trouble 
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trouble to me, I am weary to bear them. And 
as he is weary of your ſervices, ſo he 
quickly may be weary to bzar you; and he 
may count it a comfort to bs rid of you. 
_ 6.13. Thus my anger ſhall be accom- 
pliſhed, and 1 will cauſe my Fury to reſt upor: 
them, and 1 will be comforted, and they ſhall 
know that I the Lord have ſpoken it in my 
Zeal, when I have accompliſhed my Fury in 
them. We read of ſome that were weary 
of Sabbaths, the Ordinances then admini- 
ſtred were to them no priviledges ; and 
when will the Sabbath be gone? was their 
Language, Amos 8. 5. but ver.7.the Lord 
ſwares he would not forget their works, and 
he threatens ver. I1. to ſend a Famine in 
the Land; not a Famine of Bread, nor athirſt 
for Water, but a Famine of hearing the words 
of the Lord : And how unlikely were they 
ever to be {aved; from whom ever the 
means of Salvation were taken away \ 

4. They are to be reproved who are 
fenfully afbamed, or afraid to attend upon God. 
Some Ages are ſo degenerate,that Religion: 
grows exceedingly out of faſhion, and con- 
tempt of God and prophaneneſs, is the thing 
that 1s a/-a-mmode. When great Men think 
it below them to be good, and Policy con- 
temns Pzety; when the vile? Mex are ex- 
alted, and wickedneſs grows into credit ; 
'F & when 
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when Judgment is turned away backward, and 
Tuſtice ſtandeth afar off ; when Truth is fallen 
in the Streets, and Equity cannot enter ; and 
he that drparteth from evil maketh himſelf” a 
Prey, Tſa.59 14,15. then this fear and ſbame 
that Tam ſpeaking againſt is apt to pre- 
vail. But why ſhould any be aſhamed to 
own themſelves Servants to the greateſt and 
beſt of I crds? Is not he glorious in Holi. 
eſs ? Are not his Precepts concerning all 
things to be effecrmed right ? Are not all 
thoſe wazs [a/ſe that lead from him 2?” Has 
he not ſaid, Thoſe that honour me I will ho- 
n0ar, and thoſe that deſpiſe me ſhall be light- 
ly effcemed ? 1 Sam. 2. 3o. Chriſt will be 
aſhamed of them. at rhe great day, who 
are aſhamed of him and of his Word, before 
a perverſe and wicked Generation. And 
why ſhould any be afraid to attend upon 
that mighty Lord, who' does according to 
his Will in the Armies of Heaven, and 
atmong the Inhabitants of the Earth; and all 
the Inhabitants of the World are reputed as 
aothing tefore him ® Dan. 4. 35. Attenders 
upon God ſhould baniſh the fear of Man, 
tor God has evil Mex and evil _Angels in a 
Chain, and his ſincere Servants under his 
own kherping. Thole whoareafraid of Man 
that ſhall dye, forget the /ivim2 God, and 
their Duty towards him, and how able he 

IS 
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is to protect them in the faithful diſcharge 
of it. 

5. They are to be reproved who attend 
upon God, that they may cover and cloak 
their wicked and worldly, and ſelfiſh deſigns. 
They pur on a form of Goalineſs, but 'tis 
the better to hide their wickedneſs. They 
are for external Worſhip ; but when they 
ſerm to ſeck after (04 moſt of all, they are 
nothing at all bur /e/f-ſeekers; and Religion 
is moſt unworthily made ſubſervient to 
ſecular Intereſt. Thus the Birds of Prey 
when they ſoar higheſt towards Heaven, 
have their Eyes ſtill downwards towards 
the Earth, to fee what they may ſeize on 
there, But what abominable Hypocriſie 
15 this, when /ove to the Father 1s pretend- 
<£d, but the thing 7azexded is the gratifying 
the /uſts of the fleſh, the luſts of the Eyes, or 
the pride of life ; which are not of the Fa- 
ther, but are of the World! 1 Joh.2.16. A 
Cloak of Religion is a ſpecious, and good- 
ly thing to look upon. Praying, Hearing, 
Proteſſing, Singing of Praiſes, Preſence at 
other Ordinances, looking upwards to- 
wards Heaven, and ſpeaking like Saints, 
make the outſide of this Cloak ; and, Come 
ſee my Zeal 'for the Lord of Hoſts 5 and, The 
l emple of the Lord, the Temple of the Lord 
are theſe; make the Cloak look ſtill the 
better 
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better outwardly. But the inſide is moſt 
foul and filthy ; there is Ambition, reprobate 

Concupiſcence, inſatiable Covetouſneſs ; the 

Purſe muſt be filled ; the Palate muſt be 
pleaſed 3 the Senſes mult be. delighted; 
and Pridegratified with Applauſe and Pre. 

ferment : But certainly the Lord will not 
hold ſuch diſſemblers guiltleſs, who with 
ſuch carnal deſigns do take his' Name in 
vain. 

6. They are to be reproved, who are 
temporary Attenders upon (0d ; but in time 
of trial and temptation, apoitatize and depart 
from him. Some kind of faint wiſhes they 
have, that they might be ſaved; and with 
ſome kizd of Joy they entertain the glad- 
tydings of Salvation ; but whatever be- 
comes of their Souls, their reſolution is to 
ſleep in a whole Shin 5, and they will not 
hazard whats they poſſeſs on Earth, for the 
ſake of a 77eaſure in Heaven. The heat of 
Perſecution ſcorches ſuch Attenders as theſe, 
and cauſes all that is good in them to wither 
away, Mat. 13.6. They can by no means 
be reconciled roche Croſsof Chrilt, though 
the Sp:rit of Glory and of God does relt up- 
on thoſe that rake up this Croſs, and gives 
them a Mouth and Wiſdom to confound and 
tilence the enemies of the Truth 3 and 
#reneth to bear whatever wicked and un- 

reaſonable 
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reaſonable Men can inflict : Nay ,«bundayt 
Conſolation, when Sufferings moſt abound, 
2 Cor. 1.5. For as the Sufferings of Chriſt 
abound in us, ſo our Conſolation alſo aboundeth 
by Chrift. When theſe temporary Followers 
of the Lord hear him ſay, 1f any Man come 
to me and hate wot, 1.e. leſs love, his Father 
and Mother, and Wife and Children, and Bre- 
thren and Sifters, and his own life alſo, he 
cannot be my Diſciple : Their anſwer is,T his 
is an hard ſaying, who can hear it ? And not 
enduring the Trial and Furnace, "tis a ſign 
they are but reprobate Silver which the Lord 
rejeits; and their utter Apoſtaſie in the 
time of Temptation, ſhews they never 
had root in themſelves, Matt.13. 2x. If they 
had been of us,ſays the Apoſtle, they would no 
doubt have continued with us, but they went 
out, that they might be made manifeſt that they 
were not all of us, 1 John 2. 19. 

7. They are to be reproved, who ref 
in the bare formality of attending upon God ; 
but 'tis not their defire or aim to reap any Spi- 
ritual Benefit thereby. Education, Cuſtom, 
and a regard to their Reputation, makes 
them togoina road and round of Duties ; 
and hereby an ignorant natural Conſciente 
has ſome kid of Peace : But in all they do 
they have zo eye on God, nor any ſincere de- 
fires after him. So igvorant they are of 
| them- 
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themſelves, that they are unſenſible of 
any Spiritual Neceſſities to be ſupplied ; they 
are unſenſible of any Luſts and Paſſions to 
be mortified ; of any Plagues in their Hearts 
ro be healed. In attending upon God, Hy 
Approbation 1s principally to be minded; 
He is a Jew that ts one inwardly, whoſe praiſe 
is not of Man but of God, Rom. 2.29. And 
God himſelf 1s chiefly to be longed after, 
P/al. 42. 1. As the heart panteth after the 
water-brooks, ſo panteth my Soul after thee 0 
God. But theſe formal Attendants mind 
not God's approving of them, neither do 
they deſire Communion with him. So the 
Work be bur doze, they care not How, nor 
how little themſelves are Spiritually advan- 
za7ed. The Door turns upon the Hinges 
roo and fro; but Rill is where it was many 
years ago. So thefe Profeflors come to 
Ordinances, and from them, no better than 
they were: They were many years ago, 
prond, warlaly, ſelfiſh, paſſionate, ſenſual, loth- 
fat; an1 oh their S:z and Shame ! that ſo 
they are /ti1, or more /o than ever; not- 
wv 1th (tanding all their Religions Services ! 

8. The very beſt are to be reproved, 
That there are ſo many ſins in their halieſs 
thinzs, and when they give their beſt atten- 
dance upon God. Though they are ew 
Creatures, yet there 1s much of the old man 
re- 
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remaining ; though they are born of the 
Spirit, yet in part they are ſtill carma/. And | 
this fleſh laſteth againſt the Spirit, ſo that they 
cannot ao the things that they would,Gal.5.17. 
and what they do, they cannot do ſo well as 
they deſire to do it. They are to be pitied 
indeed under their groaning, becauſe of 2x- 
dwelling Sin. And the Apoſtle calls him- 
ſelf wretched becauſe of this, who was joyful 
under the heavieſt Croſs he ever bore. And 
yet Saints are to be reproved too; becauſe 
were 1t not their own fault, they might till 
do and be better. They might have more 


Grace from Chriſt, Life more abundantly 


trom him ; they might have more Az4trom 
the Spirit ; they might be more enlarged 1n 
Ordinances, and with greater Swiftne/s run 
the ways of God's Commandments. Tho' 
when they have done all, all is {0 —_— 
they have need of the perfe& Righteoul- 
neſs of Chriſt, to cover their Failings and 
ImperfeCions. 


USE II. Of Exhortation to you all to 
attend upon God, Tet not the World, and 
the God of this World, have you at com- 
mand ; the things that their attendants take 
up withall, are a meer ſhew, and are gone 
preſently. The Pfalmiſt ſpeaking of thoſz 
who only mind ſach things as theſe, with 
oreat 
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great Afſeveration tells us, P/al 39.6. Swel 
every Mau walketh in '« vain ſhews ſurety 
they are diſquieted 33 vain; and then adds, 
V. 7. Aud now, Lord, what wait I for? My 
hope is in thee. ExpeCtation from the 
Creature, he knew would be fruſtrated ; 
but hope in God, he was well aſſured, 
would never make him aſhamed. 

The Arguments to perlwade to attend 
upon God, are thee. 

1. *Tis wonderfad (ondeſcenſion and Com- 
paſſion iz God, that be will aamit of atten- 
dance by ſuch 4s you are. Whoſe Bye, but 
Gods, {ees the whole of Sins evil? The Lord 
alone does fully underſtand his ava good- 
weſs,and glorious Perfetions and Excellencies, 
therefore he alone fully underſtands Sizs 
ſcafulneſs, which is ſo contrary to him. 
The Pſalmift tells us, He 7s wot a'God that 
hath pleaſure in wickeazeſs, neither ſhall evil 
awell with him, Plal. 5.4. Wheo he pro- 
hibits Sin, he ſpeaks with great.concerned- 
nels, Jer. 44. 4. Oh do not this abominable 
thing which I hate. You may perceive by 
his words, that his very Soul does abhor 
Iniquity 3 'tis thereforematter of Aſtoniſh- 
mear, that God ſhould have any thing to 
do in a way of Mercy with Man who is 
ſo abominably guilty and defilea, What 1s 


there in Man by Nature to commend him 
to 
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to God? 'The Apoſtle charges the whole 
World as guilty before God, and proves 
Heart and Tongue, and Haxas and Feer of 
Man to be corrupt; and that the way of 
Peace he knows not, Rom.3.17. Why ſhould 
ſuch a Wretch be look'd upon, and graci- 
ouſly called upon to return ? Here is in- 
deed Eternal Mifery that Man is in dan- 
ger of, for Divize Mercy to prevent? Here 
15a great deal of Sin for the juſtifying Righte» 
ouſneſs of a Mediator to cover : Here are 
Heart. Plagnes for Chri# the Phyſician of 
Souls to heal: Here 1s Srubbornneſs and Ob- 
ſtinacy 19 evil, for the Spirit of Grace to 
overcome : Here are innumerable wants, for 
the All-ſufficient God to ſupply : Bur nor 
the leaſt jot of meritorious Worthineſs, Will 
the Lord admir ſuch as we are, #digent, 
worthleſs, wile? Let us wonder that he wil! 
doit, and keep no longer at a diſtance 
from him. 

2. Remember God refuſes to be attended 
upon by multitudes of fallen Creatures, which 
at firſt were better than Man. Weread that 
Man was made a little lower than the Angels, 
Pſal. 8. 5. ſo that the Angels were in 
degree higher than Man in their firſt Cre- 
ation: Now a great Hoſt of theſe Angels 
finned, and when they ſinned they were 
not /p.ir:4, 2 Pe. 2. 4. as ſoon as they fell 
into 
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into Sin, they were thrown down and fel] 
into He!/, The Lord calls not to the 4po- 
ftate Angels to repeat of (in and return to 
himſelf: There is zo Throne of Grace for 
them to come to, no Mercy .offered, the 
door of hope is lock'd up and fait barr'd a- 
gainſt them for ever. Our Lord took not 
on him the Nature of Angels, Heb.2.16. The 
good Angels were indeed confirmed in 
their good State , in their original Inte- 
grity, by the Son of God, who is the Head 
of all Principality and Power, Col. 2.10. But 
the Son of God redeemed and recovered 
not ſo much as one of the bad Angels, but 
they are all in Chains of darkneſs reſerved il 
unto Judement. "Theſe reprobate Angels 
are -of very great Capacity, they excel in 
fireneth, yet-the Lord will accept of 0 ſer- 
vice at their hands: He forces them againſt 
their wills to be ſublervient to his pur- 
poſes and pleaſure, but Worſhip and Obe- 
dience trom them he admits not of. But 
he calls after Man 0 return, though falex 
by his iniquity, Hol. 14. 1. He puts words 
into Man's Mc»th, and tells him what he 
ſhould ſay, and what he himſclf is ready 
to hearken to and grant, Hol. 14. 2. Take 
with you woras, and turn to the Lord, ſay 
unto him, 1 ake anay all iniquity, and recetue 
725 graciouſly : So will we renaer the calves of 
oY 
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our lips. This great difference which Grace 
does make between fallen-Man; and fallen 
Angels, ſhould be a mighty-Inducement 
and Encouragement to Man, to give moſt 
ready attendance upon God. 

3. Tis the great endeavour of your Spiri- 
tual Enemies to hinder your attendance upon 
God, or to diſturb you in it : Which ſhews 
they are well aware how beneficial this 
attendance, if ſerious, would be; and they 
envy you the berefit of it. *Tis Wiſdom 
[ab horte doceri] well to mark, and to re- 
ceive ſome inſtruition from 41 Enemy. What 
Satan urges you to purſue, you may con» 
clude is of /zttle worth; his Malignity is 
ſuch, that he will not truly coofult your 
intereſt. And ſince he uſes ſo many Me- 
thods, and ſo much Subtlety, to fave you off 
from God, you may reaſonably argue, that 
in coming to God, lies your Duty and 
your Blefledneſs. The Enemy of our Sal- 
vation has fal/e glaſſes, through which he 
miſrepreſents the Lord and his Service tous; 
Sometimes he repreſents him as ſo High, 
that he mizds not what we do, whether it be 
good or evil: Sometimes: he ſets him 
forth as ſo :dulgent, thar any careleſs Du- 
ties will pleaſe him ; and zeg/et# of his 
Service will not mch,if at. all, provoke him. 
Sometimes he ſets before Man's Eyes God's 
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Wrath and Jealouſie, and fays, that de/ays 
20 ſerve him, have rendred him wnintrea- 
able; and that to ſeek him, is now too late 
and ia vaiz. Thus he would obftrutt 
Man's attendance on his Maker, for he 
knows that the Lord is good to them that 
wait for bins, to the Soul that feeketh him, 
Lam. 3. 25. and thoſe that are far from God 

ſhell periſh, Plal. 73. 27. | 
Burt if by all theſe ways he cannot hin. 
acr attendance upon God, he will endea- 
vour to di/tyrb rhem that do attend, Zach. 
3. 1. And. ke ſhewed ms Joſhua the high 
Prieft ſtanding before the Augel of the Lord, 
aud Satan ſtanding at bis right hand to reſiit 
him. How buſte is Satan about us, when 
we come to appear before God! He en- 
deavours to fill che Mizd with vain Ins 
ginations ; to thruft violently the World in- 
to the Heart; to make 7ndee/ling fix atbpve 
to hinder the aFings of Grace; He engea- 
vours to batter Faith, to beat down Hope, and 
to. damp holy and [piritual Affettions: He 
cannot endure the Sout ſhould meet with 
God in Duties, he is troubkd at its Com- 
munion. with God, andbeing blefs'd with 
Spiritual Bleſſings. Eur all this ſhould 
but quicker your deſires ana diligence in: ſech- 
ins; for what you feek after, you may 
conclude is bighty worth finding. 
| 4 How 
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4. How empty ave all things that are pt 
to draw yout away from attendihg upon Qod'! 
The Egyptians of 61d were derided by the 
Potr, becauſe they made Gods of every 
thing. 


0 SanttasGentes,quibus hoe naſcuntur in hoy tis, 
| Numina. 


The very Herbs and Plants that grew in 
their Gardens were aderifred. And erily 
among many that are called: Chriſttans, 
a mulritude of things that are very mean 
axd low axe iaolized: Some make Idols of 
their Garbs, by affeQting and being proud 
of them : Some 1idolize their earthly Tree 
fares, and ſenfual Pleaſures, by loving thoſe 
more than God, 2 Tim. 3. 4. Some make 
their Belly ther God, and how many Meat- 
offerings, and Drink-offerings are facrificed 
to this baſe Deity by the Wine-bibbers and. 
riotous eaters of ! How low 6 Man 
falles ! How has he loft his Donnnion over 
the Creature! They make him not only 
their S/ave, but their Worſhrpper. But pray 
berhink your ſelves, and take notice what 
things they are that thus captivate, and 
draw you away from God. Such 1s the 2:- 
menſity of God, that the whole World-com- 
pared with him, 1s not fo much as the 
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ſmallei# Duſt to the Globe of Earth, not {0 
much as 4 drop of Water to the whole Ocean, 
And as the Being of God tranſcends all 
other Beings, lo his goodneſs excels all cre- 
ated goodneſs. So that our Lord ſpeaking 
in the higheſt ſenſe, affirms, That there is 
none gocd but one, that is God, Matt. 19.17, 
What then are the good things of this 
World, % hich $7z has brought a YVaptty, 
nay a Car/e upon ? and which are uſed by 
Satan as his great Baits to catch inconſiderate 
Souls, that rhey may be loſt and ruin'd ? 

5. Be prevailed with to attend upo3 
God, who is the ſtrongeſt Rock, the ſureit 
Refuge. Safety 1s delirable, conſidering 
what prectous Souls all are 1ntrulied with; 
and how full of Exemies and Snares this 
World 1s, in which we live : But the Lord 
alone is he, of whom Safety is, Pſal. 18. 31, 
Who is God ſave the Lord? and whois a Rock 
ſave our God? Sincere attenders upon God MW 
are very dear to him, they are called his} | 
peculiar Treaſure, Exod. 19. 5. Now there- WM * 

: 
A 


fore if ye will obey my voice indeed, and keep 
my Covenant, then ſhall.ye be unto me a pecu- 
liar Treaſure above all People. "They arefll * 
called his Jewels, Mal. 3. 17. They ſhall be 
mine. ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, in that day when 
T make up my *fewels, and [ will [pare them, as 
a Man ſpareth his awn Son that ſerveth him, 

| | Nay, 
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| Nay, he that toucheth them, toucheth the apple 
' of his Eye, Zech. 2. 8. Therefore he will 


keep them as the apple of the Eye, he will hide 
them under the ſhadow of bis wings,Plal. 19.8, 
When you attend upon God, you repair 
to a Rock of Salvation, to an high Tower 
of defence : With his favour he will compaſs 
you as with a Shield, Plal. 5. 12. He will 
cover you with his feathers, and under his 
wings you may ſecurely rut ; for his truth 
{ball be your buckler, Pal. 91. 4. Tn the ho!t- 
low of his hand you ſhall be hid; and the 
ſame hand ſhall beat down all your Enemies 
that deſign your Deſtruftion : You ſhall 
dwell on high, your place ſball be the muni- 
tions of Rocks, Tia. 33. 16. No Rock ſohigh, 
ſo firm as God; no Munition ſo ſafe, the 
Refuge is eternal. When David ſays, Unto 
thee will I cry, O Lord my rock, be not ſilent 
to me, Plal. 28. 1. Tis ſignified that this 
Rock can hear, and anſwer, and help abun- 
dantly, and afford abundant matter for 
thankſgiving, Plal. 18. 46. The Lord liveth, 
and bleſſed be my Rock, and tet the God of my 
Salvation be exalted. 

6. That God whom you attend upon, 
can abundantly [atisfie the wery Soul of Man. 
When the Soul has wearied it ſelf with 
ſeeking ſatisfaQtion from the Creature,and 
is ſorrowful becauſe its labour has been in 

| G 3 vain. 
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vain. God can /ay and do what Creatures 
cannot. Jer. 31. 1 have [atiated the weary 
Saul, and 1 have repleniſbed every ſorrowful 
Soul, The Negative ines is conli- 
derable, in being ſecured from Evil and 
Miſery ; but popetive Bleſſedneſs is more, 
in being ſatisfied and delighted with Di- 
vine Goodneſs, HF. 65. 4. Bleſſed i the 
Man whom thou chooſeſt, and cauſeſt to ap: 
7 proach Unto thee, that be m4y awell in thy 
Caurts : we ſhall be ſatufied with the goadnefs 
of thy Houſe, even of thy boly Temple. That 
rich Man in the Goſpel,ſpeaks as if he had, 
like Neauchaazezzar, the Heart of a Beaſt, 
rather than the Saul of « Man : When he 
ſays, Soul thou hait Goods laid up for many 
years, take thine eaſe, eat and drink ang be 
merry, Luke 12. 19. This was but ſarry 
provijieu far an immortal Soul, that was juſt 
ready to be required at bis hand; to leave all 
thels rhiogs behind it, and to go into 
Ereraity. Attencers upon God. find that 
in hjm, with wich their Souls are ſatis; 
hed. indeed: They are ſatisfied with: by 
Mercy ad I ove in Chriſt : They are ſatis: 
fed in Chriſt's Saerpfice; and rhe Sarefattion 
he has made for Iniquity : They are fatis- 
fied when they perceive themſelves chan- 
ged more and more inta the Image of Gods 
aud what a SatisfaRion is it to converſe 
m7 | above 
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above, and to {ot inkbeavenly places Eph. 3.6. 
And hath raiſed us up together, and hath made 
ws ſit together in heavenly places in Chriff 
Jeſws. And what a Satisfaction 1s 1t at pres 
ſent, to be aſſured of a far fuller Satisfa- 
ction hereafter! Plal.17.15. As for me T ſball 
behold thy face in righteouſneſs, I ſhall be {aris- 
fied when 1 awake with thy likeneſs. | 
7. Attend upon God, for he has long 
waited that he might be gracious to you. How 
has that Scripture been fulfilled, 1/a.13.18. 
And therefore will the Lord wait, that he may 
be gracious nnto you 5 and therefore will he bs 
exalted, that he may have mercy upon you. 
He has ſtood at the door, and has knock'd 
for entrance, and though that has been 
denied him, he has not gone away as he 
might, in juſt Anger, but behold he ftands 
at the door ſtill, Rev. 3. 20. If you hear his 
voice, and open the door, he will enter and 
dwell with you, and he and his Benefits ſhall 
be yours. Itis well for ſinful Man, that 
God is Patient and Long-ſuffering, he 
does not ceaſe calling at Man's firſt Deef- 
xs to his call 3 he does not ceaſe offering 
Grace, Mercy and Life, upon Man's firi# 
refuſing to accept what is offered. He told 
the old World, that his Spirit ſbould n0t als 
ways rive with Man,Gen.s6.3.yet tisadded, 
his days ſhall be an hundred and twenty years. 
G 4 All 
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All that time the Loxg-/uffering of Goil 
waited inthe days of Noah, while the Ark was 
8 preparing, Pet. 3.20. to ſee if the Diſobe- 
dient would return to him. The -Lord 
comes yer after year to the barren Fig-tree 
ſeeking Frait, but he found none; where- 
upon he ſays, Cut it down, why cumbereth it 
the ground? Yet upox Interceſſion made, he 
15 prevailed with to ſpare zt longer, to ſee 
if means that were uſed, might be effeQtual 
to rake it fruitful, Luke 1 3.6,9::T he Apo- 
ſtle tells, that the Lord #s long-ſuffering to 
1-ward, not willing that any ſhould periſh, 
but that all ſhould come to repentance,2Pet.3.9. 
Oh repent of your forgetting God, and your 
anty towards him days without number, attend 
and feek unto him 1n Sincerity, whe has 
had mazy a lorg look for you,and has waited 
{o'greata while for your return. 

ec. Conſider ſeriouſly how God #s attended 
#pon in Heaven, and what an. FHononr it ts to 
you to wait upon him. He has theuſand thou- 
ſands that miniſter unto him, ten thouſand 
times ten thouſand that ſtand before him, 
Dan. 7. 10. | He has Angels that excel in 
#renzth, who ſurround his Throne, that 
are ready to do his Commanaments, hearken- 
ing to the voice of his word, Pal. 103.20: 
The Seraphims worſhip him with covered 
faces, redhew their great reverence of God,. 
1 | and * 
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and how they are raviſbingly overcome 
with the brightneſs of his Majeſty; and the 

cry ont one to another, Holy, Holy, Holy, is the 
Lord of Hoſts, the whole Earth as well as Hea- 
ven, ts full of his Glory, If. 6. 2, 3, Theſe 
Angels are Spirits, theſe Miniſters likened 
to 2 flame of fire, Plal. 104. 4 How Sub- 
lime and Spiritual are their Praiſes! How 
ardent their Love tothe Lord whom they 
praiſe and ſerve! And yet the Lord is 
{aid to humble himſelf, when he takes no- 
tice of ſuch Attendants as theſe. *Tis cer- 
tainly -an'high Honour that is done you, 
when you are admitted 1nto the preſence 
of ſuch a glorious Majeſty ; he that fits 
upon a Throne of Grace, and is ſo ready 
to pitty, pardon, heal, help and fave, zs 
the bleſſed and only Potentate, the Kjng of 
Kings and Lord of Lords, who only bath In- 
mortality, dwelling-in that light which no 
Man can approach unto, whom no Man hath 


ſeen, nor can ſee; to whom be Honour and 


Power everlaiting, Amen, 1 Tim. 6.15, 16. 
If this glorious God will accept of Service 
from ſuch as you, how readily ſhould 
you give it! How highly are you fa- 
voured when you come into his Preſence, 
and have Communion with him! - 

9. Lay this to Heart, that Not zo at- 
tend upon God, -is wickedly to confemn him, 
and 
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axd to rebel azainſt him. *Tis in effte to 
fay, He is wot worthy of your Service ; and 
that the Service of your Lufs, and of the 
World, is more bewxeficial. 'Thus God way 
deſpifed by thoſe wicked Men that were 
wtatuated by Proſperity in an evil way, 
They ſaid Job 21.15, What 8s the Almighty 
that we ſbould ſerve him? And what Profit 
fbould we have if we' pray to bim? When 
Szal refuled to obey the Command of 


God, Samwel rejefts his Sazrifices, and 


charges him with Rebellion, which is as 
Hiutchcraft, 1 Sam. 15. 22, 23: Behola,to obey 
#5 better than Suififice; and to hearken, than 
ze fat of Rams 5 for Rebellion is as the Sin 
of Witchcraft, and Stnbbornneſs is as Ini 
quity and Idolatry. When thou caſteſt off 
the Service of God, thou cafe#t off his Fear, 
and \diſonneit God himſelf: This is Re- 
bellivn, and this Rebellion is thy Witch- 
eraft, thy Confederacy with thg Devil ; thou 
makelt a Covenant with Neat ;, wud with Hell 
rhau art #f aw Agreement. * Ay | 


{JJ $E HI. Shall be of Direion, How 
Gad ſhould be attended upon. There 
mylit, not be only a ſeeking of God, but a 
due Order ma feeking hun ; 11, this be wants 
ing, .inftead of receiving Bexefits from his 
haad,. that hand may. make « breach upon 


us, 
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us, . 1 Chron, 15.13. The Lord our God made 
4 breach. upon 14, becauſe we ſought hins not 
after the due order, It we have no care, as 
to the warner of our Seryices, the Lord 
will care as /zttle for the matter of them. 
Noy. the right manner of attending upon 
God ,. 15 to be declared in theſe parti- 
culars. 

1. Our attendance upon God mult he 
preſent ; our living without God ſa long, 
and contempruous neglett of 'our required: 
Duty towards him, ſhould be matter of 
deep Humiliation; and ?tis but reaſonable 
to judge our ſelyes worw'lN, Frowns and 
Rejettion, hecauſe we ſought" his face no 


ſoover. But now immediately we muſt 


gird up the loynes of our Minds to his Work, 
The Holy Ghoſt bids us hear his voice ro 
day; he tells us, that the accepted time is 
vow. The Pſa}miſt is a Pattern worthy of 
Imitation, fatfhis, preſent harkening to the 
Voice. of, 


6A and this ſpeedineſs in yield- 
ing Obedignee, P/al. 119. 60. I made hafte 
and delayed naj to keep thy Commandments. 
Delays are Loleafn to Goa,for they argue 
the Heart not ſa well reconciled to Him and 
to his Precepts, agd yr ay other buſneſs 
is hed and preferred before his work. And 
theſe delays are dangerows, conſidering the 
uncertainty of our lifes continuance , = 

ow 
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how ſoon and ſuddenly the Spirit of the 
Lord being grieved by our deferring to 
obey his motions, and accept of his gracious 
Aid, may totally and finally withdraw from 
us. | 

2. Our Attendance upon God muſt be 
#nſiant, Rom. 12.12: continuing \nftant in 
prayer. So At. 26. 7. Unto which promiſe 
our twelve Tribes inſtantly ſerving God day 
and night, hope to come. When we are thus 
inſtant in our attending, it implies a ſenſe 
of the great zmportarxce of thoſe things we 
come to God about; an41 that we are very 
argent with him, that we may not miſcarry 
1 our everlafting concernments, Matters 
of Life and Death temporal, are managed 
with great feriouſneſs. But when we at- 
tend upon God, Eternal Life is before us, 
to be /ard hold on ; and Eternal Death 1s 
before us to eſcape. Our intenſeneſs and 
vrgency here, ſhould if it were poſſible, as 
far exceed our ſeriouſneſs 1n other matters ; 
as Time in length is exceeded by. Eternity. 


As the l:udeſt Thunder drowngsa whiſper, fo 
ſhould the grand concerns of the unſeen Eter- 
nal World, when we'come before God, be 
carefully regarded before the petty matters of | 
this preſent Life, which are but for a gps, 


ment. | 
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3. Our Attendance upon God muſt be 
conjtant. Paroxiſms and Firs in Religion 
argue an unhealthy Soul ; to be ſometimes 
hot, and ſometimes. cold, is a bad temper. 
They-that grow weary of God and of his 
Service, God is weary of them and their 
Duties. "The Lord ſpeaks ro Ephraimand 
Judah, gs one wearied, becauſe all the 
means and methods he had uſed, had been 
inefſeFual unto any lating Reformation 3 
if at any time they ſeemed inclinable to 
what was good, the inclination was very 
ſhort-lived, and they ſoon returxed to their 
natural bent and inclination to Evil, Hoſ. 6. 
4. O Ephraim what ſhall 1 do unto thee? O 
Judah what ſhall 1 do wnto thee ? for your 
goodneſs is as a morning Cloud, and as the 
early Dew it goeth away. Tis not enough 
to begin well. The ſame argument that 
per{waded you to begin, will become ftrong- 
er for your holding on. It were better not to 
have known the way of Righteouſneſs, than 
having known it, to turn from the holy Coms- 
manameatitlelivered to you, 2 Pet.2.21. All 
that cotmie to God ſhould cleave unto him ; 
all that embrace his Teſtimonies, ſhould 
ſtick unto thoſe Teſtimonies: [ have ſtuck. 
wnto thy Teſtimonies, ſays the Plalmiſt, P/al. 
+#9.31. and wer. 112. 1 have inclined my 


| Fleart to perform thy Statutes always, even 


unto the end. 4. Our 


4. Qur Attendance upon God muſt be 
cordial aud bearty, x» Chron.22.19. Now ſet 
your Heart and your Soul to ſeek the Lord 
your God. The full bent of the Mind muft 
be this way. The Lord wil} not be found, 
unleſs the Heart and Soul be fet to feek 
him. Naturally the Heart of Magn is fer 
another way, being of a corrupt Original, 
from the Womb "ris eſtranged from (10d, and 
{till 'ris farther akenating and eſtranging «t 
felf : *ris not eafie to have fach a Heart re- 
conciled toGod,and to the Wilt of God: But 
whenthe Heartis renewed, the enmity 3s in 
4 great meaſure cured ; the Heart is now 
willing to come into the Lord's Preſence ; 
for when the Hear? ferves him, *tis mm the 
way to be /atiated by him. "The Heart- 
ſearcher cannot bear the Heart's abſence ; 
for if He has not the Heart, ſomething elſe 
has it, which provokes him unto Jealonſie. 
But the more there is of the Heart in Du- 
ties, God 1s the better pleated with them, 
and the performers tind chem in a ſpiritual 
ſenſe more advantazes, When Hearts 
knock at Heaven gave, the Gate ſhall cer- 
tainly be open. When Souls Fhirſt for 
God they ſhall nor fail of fatisfad#ion, Plal. 
63.5. My Soul ſhalt be ſatisfied 2s with Mar- 
row and Fulneſs, my Mouth ſhall praiſe thee 
with joyful tips. © 
5. Our 
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5s. Our Attendance uport God muſt” :be 
with clean Hands and a pure Heart, Jame4.8. 
Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to 

ou ;, Cleanſe your Hands ye ſinners, purt 

ook Ho ye dowble-wminded. So Pal. L/5 
3,4. Whe ſball afcend into the Hill of the 
Lord? and who ſhall and in his holy place ? 
He that hath clean Hands, and « pure Heart. 
The Goſpel ſtriftly commands good works, 
without theſe Fairh is dead and vain, and 
Love is only a feeming Pire. The Apottle 
ſpeaks with great vehemency, Tit. 3. 8. 
1his is a faithful ſaying, and theſe things I 
will that thou affirm conſtantly ; that they 
which have believed in God might be carefad 
io maintain good works, Our Lord owns 
them for his #ear and dear kindred, whoare 
doers of his Father's Work and Will, Mar. 
12.50. He ſtretched forth his Hand towards 
his Diſciples, and ſaid, behold my Mother and 
my Brethren. For whoſoever ſhall do the Will 
of my Father which is in Heaven, the [ame is 
my Brother, and Siſter, and Mother. Atrend- 
ers upon God muſt not allow rhemfelves 
in the doing of Evil: Fellowſhip with the 
unfruitful works of Darkneſs, and Fellowſhip 
with God, are imconfeftent, 1 Joh. 1.6. If 
we (ay we have Fellowſhip with him, and walk 
:3-Darkneſs, we ly, and do not the truth, Un- 
leſs there be a. living #9 (od, ſerving of 
him 
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him in Ordinances 1s of mo account with 
him. 

And as Hands mult be cleanſed, fo the 
Hearts of Attenders on God muſt be pure. 
'The Heart muſt not defile it-felf by re- 
garding any iniquity, 10 as to be uumilling to 
have it ſubdued. Pſal. 66. 18. If I regard 
-#niquity in my Heart, the Lord will not hear 
»1e, Regarded iniquity will cry ſo loud 
for a denial, that Prayer will find no Aud;- 
exce. The Heart muſt not pollute it ſelf 
by /ove to the World; for if this /ove pre- 
vail, there can neither be any true /ove to 
the Father, nor any Intereſt 1n the Father's 
love, 1 Joh.2.15, Love not the World, nei- 
ther the things that are inthe World ; if any | 
Man love the World, the love of the Father u | 
not in him. The Heart muſt conſeat to | | 
the crucifixion of all the affeFions and lujts + 
of the Fleſh. Tt muſt not be 4iJvx 9, dou- ] 
ble-minded, on and off with God; but ; 
ſteddy and right with him. Irs reſolutioa | \ 
muſt be to be holy #4, and its defire to ( 

} 
þ 


be #21 holy more and more, to have holineſs 
perfeed in the ſear of God. 

6. Our Attencance upon God muſt be 
with Humility, Fear, and Faith, without 
wrath and doavting.. Humility becomes the 
very Angels, for all their excellency is de- 
rived; and they are charged with Palins 

olty. 
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foly, Job 4.18. 'tis owing to the EleT107 
and confirming Grace of God, that fome An- 
gels ſtood, when others being /eft to the 
e. freedom of their own Will, apoſtatized. How 
fe humble ſhould the Children of Mea be, 


0 who are fallen by their Iniquity! "The 
Cl beſe of Saiars have reaſon to be low in 
cr their own Eyes, conlidering how many 
d Talents they owed before they were /atis- 


t- fied for, and paid by their Surety ; and how 
If apt they are /ti// to treſpaſs. It may be 
2- ſaid of the ſtrongeſt Chriſtian, #and he 


0 could not, ftand he would not, were he not 
's upheld by the Lord's free and mighty Spirit, 
p- But an humble Senſe of our Worthleſ(- 
Ly neſs and 1ll-deſerving, ihould not 4:naer 
2 the ating of our Faith ir Jeſus when we 
0 come betore the Lord. Our great Re- 
1) deemer has bought us with a Price, and he 
b- has bought all thinzs for us: We our ſelves 


It are his Purchaſe, and /o is all that Grace 
0 we zeed, and all that Glory we hopespr. 
0 BW God has made a Covenant with Chriſt, and 
/s I has promiſed to give «s to him for his 1:- 

heritance and Poſſeſſion. Plal. 2.3. Ask of me, 
7 i and T ſhall give thee the Heathen for thine 
4 Iaheritance, and the uttermo;t parts of the 
E Earth for thy Poſſeſſion. And to be Chriſt's 
Izheritance and Poſſeſſion, implies our being 
feparated from the World,our being ſecarea, 
Ou? 
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our being made fruitful, and our eternal com 
tinuing tobe enjojed by him, and to'expoy 
him. Prodilſes of all, and eſpecially of the 
beſt Bleſſizgs, are made to us for Chrift's 
ſake, and he will /ce to the making of them 
good , becauſe theaccompltfhment of them, 
is {o much for the Father*s Glory, as well as 
our trueſt Welfare. All this may exceed- 
ingly ſtrengthen and raiſe our Confidence 
and Hope when we attend on God. 

Doabts concerning our ſpeeding ſhould 
be look'd upon as unreaſonable, when we 
come in ſuch a prevailing Name as Chrift's, 
unto his Father and our Father, his God att 
our God, and we ask only for things agree- 
able to bis Will, 1 John 5. 14, I'5. And this 
zs the confidence we have in him, that if ne 
as any thing according to his Will, he heareth 
as; and #7; we know that he hezreth us, 'we 
know that we have the Petition we aefired of 
him. 

And as Faith is oppoſed to doubting, 
ſo to wavering, James 1. 6, 7. But let him 
ask in Failo nothing wavering, for he that 
wavereth © like a Wave of the Sea driven 
with the Win and toſſed: For let not that 
Man think that he ſhall receive any thing of 
the Lord. He is the wavering Man, whoſe 
Mind hangs doubtful and unreſolved, 
between God andathe World, Chriſt and 
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Satan, Sin and Holineſs: Such an Atten- 


3 
y der upon God, who 1s more - inclined to 
e ſerve other Lords, {hall certainly be re- 
's jected. 


7 Finally, The Apoſtle forbids not only 
n, Doubting but Wrath allo, 1 Tim 2:8. I wil 
5 therefore that Men pray every where, lifting 
j- up holy hands without Wrath or Donubting. 
© The Wrath of Man worketh wot the Righte- 

ouſneſs of God; nay, it cauſes an abounding 
d in Tranſgreſſion. The Leaven of Anger and 
e Malice 1s diligently:to.be ſearched for, and 


s, purged out, as that, which if it remains, 
Tal will prove us carzal, 1 Cor.3.3. For whereas 
6 there is among you Envying and Strife, and 
Js Diviſions, Are ye not carnal and walk as 
Te Mex ? Civil Diſcords, Church-Divifions, 
th unruly Paſſions, ſhould be avoided with 


we Care-and Fear we ſhould be fall of Holy 
of M Love to all our Brethren 3 ready to forgve 

the greateſt Injuries and Enemies ; forward 
s, MW to: purſue and promote Onity aud Peace, 


'm whenever we attend upon Him who has 
ut WO called himſelf the God of Love and Peace. 
en 7. Our Attendance upon God ſhould 


xt WW be ith Gladneſs and Delight, ana a ſenſe 
of WM bow 200d "tis for us to approaghehis preſence; 
fe BY Where the Will of God 15-beſft dove, and 


JM fbatis in Heaven, there 15 the,gagateſt Joy 
in the aving of it. The4bearfed nar{ul Ser- 
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vant is a Credit to his Work, honours his 
Lord, andis a great Eye-ſore tothe evil one; 
for Satan is very much afraid, leſt the At- 
tenders upon God being full of Gladneſs, 
others ſhould be induced ro try-that Work 
and Service, which zhe/e find 1o exceeding 
comfortable. Hy pocrites, that gono further 
than the our-/ide of Religion,count it weari- 
ſere becauſe they do wot underſtand it. But 
as God zakes pleaſure in the Upright, 1o the 
Upright find the 7rueft Pleaſure in God,and 
in his Ways. The Pſalmiſt ſpeaks upon wery 
good ground,Pſal. 32. 11. Be glad inthe Loyd, 
and rejoyce ye Righteous, and ſhout for joy all 
ye that are upright in heart. 'he Man after 
God's own Heart ſaid, that the Meaztations 
of God are ſweet, Plal. 104.34. He was glad 
when they ſaid to him, let us go into the Houſe 
of the Lord, Pal. 122. 1. Hetells us who 
1s the Man that may have what he n//, all 
his defire granted ; "tis he whoſe delight is | 
in God, P/al. 37. 4. Delight thy ſelf in the 
Lord, and he ſhall give thee the defire of thy 
Heart. He is the bleſſed Maz who takes 
no pleaſure in the coux/el,way, or ſeemingly 
eaſi: ſt Seat of the Wicked; but #7s delight 
7s in the | aw of the Lord, Plal. 1. 1, 2. And 
why ſhould henot with delight be ſerved at 
preſent? ſince in his K7zgaom,by allhe will 
be praiſed with the higheſt Rapture of Jo) 
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$. Our Attendance upon God, ſhould 

be in all Ordinances. It 1s produced as an 
Argument, that that exce//ezzt couple men- 
tioned Luke 1. 6, were both righteous before 
God,becauſe they walked in all the Command- 
ments and Ordinances of the Lora blameleſs. 
Under the O!/d Teſtament there was an Or- 
dinance of God that was to be admini- 
{tred betimes, even to the [yfarts, and that 
was Circumciſion; and though Abraham, at 
the firſt Inſtitution of this Ordinance, be- 
lieved and was circumciſed at 4ze, as alſo 
were the Men of his Houſhold; and 
though Circumciſion 1s called a Seal of the 
Righteouſneſs of Faith, Rom. 4. 11. Yet 
Iafants alſo were circumciſed, theſe little 
ones are ſaid to enter into Covenant with 
the Lord rheir God, Deut.29.11,12. Under 
the New Teſtament our Lord Jeſus docs not 
caſt theſe Infants out of his Church and Co- 
venant, but ſays, Suffer little Children to 
come unto me, and forbid them not : for of 
ſuch is the Kingdom of God, Mark 10. 14. 
The Apoltle Peter, after he had exhorted 
to Baptiſmſays, 1 he Promiſe is unto you and 
fo your Children, AQts 2. 39. And the Apo- 
ſtle Paul affirms, That the Children of Be- 
lieving Parents are Holy, 1 Cor.7. 14. they 
are therefore Members of the Body of Chriſt. 
Now *tis plainly fgnified, that Baptiſm» 1s 
| "8 3 ths 


102 Attend ance upon God 


the Privilege of all 1n that Body,x Cor. 12.13. 
IWe are all baptized into one Body. 

Indeed fome that mind the Sound of 
Scripture more than the Sexe of it, when 
they read, Repent and be baptized, Believe 
and be baptized, conclude rhar none bur 
thoſe that are at Age, and capable of pro- 
f:fing their Faith and Repentance, ought 
ro partake of this Ordinance. But they 
would do well to conſider, who theſe were 
that in Scripture repented, believed, and 
PIR... baptized, they were ei- 
of Jews, I take in tier * Jews or Heathens that 


all Profelyres ro Were Converted to the Chri- 
the Jewiſh Rel:- 
g10N. 


warrant are thus baptized at this day, x .. 

Oh that there were leſs diſputing abolit 
Tnfant-Baptiſm, and more eare to improve 
it! All Infants that go to Heaven, are bap+ 
:1zed with rhe Blood and Spirit of Chriſt,they 
are j»/tified and [anftified thereby. This Jus 
ſtifcation and SanAuification, all that have 
cen bavtized, ſhonld deſire to partake of. 
R - p : Other 
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Other Ordinances alſo ſhould be en- 
gaged 1n, for the Lord who has inſtituted 
them, is ready to owz and b/e/s them, and 
himſelf to be found 1n them. Who that is 
wiſe, would negle& any ve of them, ſince 
none of them are appointed 1a vain; nay, 
every one of them to ſeriozs engagers Nas 
been experienced abundantly Beneficial ? 
The Lord is to be atteniied upon, how and 
in what way ſozver he pleaſes ; in the Cloſer, 
in the Famzly,in the Santuary,at the T able, 
or any other wgy that he has ordained ; 
Bleſſed are all they that wait for him, 

g. Every Attendance upon God (bould 
make every Attender better. *Tis thought 
by ſome, that Creatures in the Waters, as 
long as they live, they grow (till greater; 
Saints, as long > Tae live, ſhould ſtill be 


wing in Grace; 
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” and be more full of all 
z00d0els; They ſhould grow as the Lily, 
dt ferzh their roots 25 Lebanon , their 
Warches [bould ſpread, and their beauty be as 
be Oiiue-tree, Hof: 14.5, 6. God is ready 
to be as the dew to them, that from Him 
their Fruit may be found. It is really 
fault in. Believers, if every time they 
wait upon the Lord, they come not away 
from him with more Wiſdom, Strength, 
and Grace, and Peace, than they had, ſince 
he is ready to impart ſuch Bleſſings as 
H 4 * - ele, 
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theſe, and gives them Liberally without ap. 
braiding. | 


USE IV. Shall be of Cor/olation to 
them, that thus, as I have directed, do at- 
tend apon God, J/a. 40. 1. Comfort ye, Com- 
fort ye my People, ſaith your God ; with Foy 
you may come and draw moſt pure and 
refreſhing Maters out of che Wells of Salva- 
ta: You are the Children of Peace, and 
the Peace of God is to reſt upon you. For 
your Comfort take notice of theſe things 
following. 

r. God puts an high value upon his ſincere 
Attendants. He had a ſpecial re/ped to Abel, 
and that excellent Sacrifice that he offered, 
Though the Heaven be his Throge, and the 
Farth his Foot-ſtool; yet to that Man will he 
look, 2s being well pleaſed with him, that 
is, Poor, and of a contrite Spirit, and that 
trembles at his Word, Tla. 56.1,2. Here: 
members the kindneſs of their Touth, thee 
love of their Eſponſals, Jer. 2. 2. and their 
willing Conſecration of themſelves to he 
Holineſs to the Lord. He has taken notice 
of all their Deſires and Groans, -and their 
Cries to himſelf, and their frequent /peak- 
77g one to anther, that they might confirm 
and encourage one another in the worſt 
of Times and Trials,to continue his Atten- 
So dants 
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dants ſtill. Mal. 3. 16. Then they that feared 
rhe Lord, ſpake oftex one to another, and the 
{ord hearkened and heard, and did ſo well 
approve them, that a Book of Remembrance 
was written before him, for them that feared 
the Lord, and that thought upon his Name. 

2. God delights over his fincere Atten- 
dants to do them good, He takes pleaſure in 
the Proſperity of his Servants, they are in 
Heavineſs by Aﬀiition, only when there is 
need of it; he delights eſpecially to ſee 
cheir Souls proſper : As he opens his Armory, 
and brings forth the Weapons of his Indig- 
nation againſt the Wicked; ſo he opens his 
Treaſures of Bounty and Gooaineſs to his Ser« 
vants, that they may be ſupplied abun- 
dantly. He does them good with a good 
Mill, his whole Heart and Soul is with them, 
Jer.32.41.when his hand is open to them. 
He 1s ready to fulfil their Delires, to grant 
their Requeſts: Nay, when their Thoughts 
are moſt Comprehexſive,and they crave never 
ſo much ; he 1s able and ready to do for 
them #2 & moi, exceeding abundantly more, 
Eph. 3.20. Who can conceive how bene- 
ficial waiting upon God 1s | That paſſage 
1s bothencouraging and amazing, 1/a 64.4. 
For ſince the beginning of the World, Men 
vave not heard, nor perceived by the Far, 
weither hath the Eye (cen, O God, beſides thee, 

| what 
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mhat he hath prepared for him that waiteth for 


im, 
3- God 1s ready to cover a multitude of 
Infirmities in them that ſincerely. attend upon 
him. He mercitully obſerves how wi/ling | 
their Spirits are, when their Fleſh is weak, 
and cannot keep pace with their renewed 
Minds. When gur Lord was,in an Agony, 
his Diſciples could ot match. with hin one 
hour, but were fallen aflcep; yet he him- 
ſelf graciouſly excules it, att.26, 41. The 
Spirit indeed is willing, but the Fleſh is weak, 
and paſſes it by. He takes notice of the 
Luſtings of the Spirit againſt the Fleſb, the 
Strivings ot Grace againſt Sin and 'Cor- 
ruption; and paſſes by the Luſting of the 
Fleſh againſt the Spirit, the Strivings of 
Sin againſt Grace, The Lord does mot | 
enter into Judgment with his Servants, nor 
deal in Rizour with them ; but he expreſlies 
Fatherly T enderneſ s and C onpafſ ou towards 
them, P/al. 103. 13. Lite as a Father pitti» 
eth his (hilarea, ſo the Lord pittteth them 
that fear him. Weare directed to beg for 
the Forgiveneſs of Treſpaſſes daily, which 
ſthews, that as the Diſciples of Chriſt 
aaily offend, io their Mew ale Father is 
ready TL) great {0 atuvenefs latly to them: 
Nas , 1a paveys cleaves UNO OUT bolzeft things; 
2ur 4/7 D2:c5 ſhould and might be done 
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2 great deal verter. Theſe Infirmities then 
3re much to be /amexted, more and more 
ſtriven againſt; and ſeeing our ſelves con- 

fſed abowt with them, we ſhould hanzfþ 
all Self- confidence, and look into Jeſus, that 
in him we may find acceptance; and cer- 
tainly the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt the Son 
of God, and the Father's love in him, will 
cover the greateſt multitude of bewailed In- 
firmities and Offences. 

4. It may bealſo Comfort to Atren- 
ders upon God, 70 think whom they have 
attending upon them. Saints on Earth have 
the Angels in Heaven ro be their Guardians. 
Chriſt is ſignified by Jacob's Ladder ; the 
Angels of God are ſaid to aſcend and deſcend 
upon the Son of Man, John 1. 51. *Tis ow- 
ing to our Lord Jeſus, that Believers have 
the Benefit of the Angels Miniſtry; and the 
Apoſtle figaifies, that a// of them are thus 
employed for the Saints Protection and 
Security, Heb.1.14. Are they not all mini- 
ſtring Spirits, ſent forth to minifter for thens 
that ſhall be heirs of Salvation? "The repro- 
bate and evil Angels refit Attenders upon 
God; but the ele# and good Angels are 
their Friends : Theſe Angels that excel in 
ſtrength, How do they rejoxce when any 
repent and are converted ! And they have 
a Charge over Converts 70 keep them in all 
1 their 
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their- ways, Pſsl. 91. 11. and when *tis added 
v. 13. Plow ſhalt tread upon the Lion and 
the Adder: the young Lion and the Dragon 
thou ſhalt trample wnder feet. It may be 1n- 
timated, that Satan's Force, and Fury, and 
Subtlety, ſhall be ineffe&tual, and that by 
his Temprations he {hall not prevail. But 
though Angelsattend the Servants of God, 
they are not wholly truſted ro the Angelical 
Care. The Lord himſelf is their Keeper : 
The Father and the Son come to them and 
make their abode in them, and will ſecure 
their own Manſrons, till they are out of the 
reach of Enemies, and paſt all danger. 

5. Sincere Attendance upon God ſhall 
attexd por him after another and better 7243+ 
mer , in another World, They ſhall be 
f, red for, and admitted into the preſence 
Chamber of the King of Glory. In Heaven 
chere will be zo need of the Sun or of the 
Moon to ſhine init, for the Glory of the Lord 
does lighten it , and the Lamb is the light 
thereof Rev. 21.23. and Rev. 22. 3, And 
there (hall be yo more Curſe, but the Throne 
of God, and of the Lamb, ſhall be in it, and 
his Servants (hill ſerve him. They ſhall 
ſerve him, ſo as zever 1n the /eaſt to diſ- 
ſerve hims tiizy ſhall do his M1, and no- 
rhing 2t all contrary to 1t'5, there will be 
4 Periettion of Delieht,and Re; /and Peace; 
iQ 
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in the Obedzence they ſhall yield, when they 
reſt not day and night, ſaying, Holy, Holy, 
Holy Lord God Almighty, which was, and is, 
and is to come, Rev. 4. 8. and Rev. 5. 13. 
Bleſſing, and Honour, and Glory, and Power, 
be unto him that ſitteth upon the Throne, ana 
to the [ amb for ever and ever! All Gods 
fincere Attendants, are zow advanced to 
Prieftly, nay to Kingly Diznity; therefore 
they are called Bzoixeo izcgrdua, 4 Royal 
Prieſt hood, 1 Pex. 2.9. Chrilt has loved them 
and waſhed them from thetr ſins in his own 
Blood, and has made them Kings and Prieſts 
unto God and his Father, Rev. 1. 5, 6. Bur 
hereafter they ſhall zzherir and poſſeſs the 
Kingdom prepared tor them, they ſhall all 
of them be actually crown'd with a Crows 
of Life and Riohteouſneſs. And Oh what 
a joyful ſight will it be to behold he Lord, 
and all his Saints glorified tozether with him, 
Col. 3. 4. When Chriit who ts our Life, ſhall 
appear, then ſhall ye alſo appear with him in 
Glory, Fhus of the firſt DoEtrine. 


DoRt. IT. The ſecond Doarine 1s this. 
[n attending upon God, we ſhould look upon 
hins as the Lord, and ſerve him accordingly. 
When God pronounced his own Laws with 
his ow? Mouth upon Mount Siz47/, He thus 
begins, I am the Lord, Ex0d.20 2. and this 
Was 


Y1O Mttendance upon Gor 

was to awe 1/rae/1nto Obedience. 'We read 
Deut 6.4. Hear O I/razl, the Lord our God 
& one Lord, No other Lord 1s h:5:equal;, 
no Commands to be regarded like his Com- 
mands, None {o worthy of ſervice as He; 
He muſt have attendance, who, or what- 
ever is negleted, Plal. 89. 6, 7. Who in 
Heaven can be compared to the Lord ? who 
among the Sons of the Mighty can be likened 
wnto the Lord ? The mightieſt Monarchs up- 
on Earth, the h:zhe/t Angels in Heaven, are 
infinitely below him ; therefore it follows, 
God is greatly to be feared in the aſſembly of 
his Saints, and to be had in reverence of all 
them that are about him. Holy David cries 
out, Pſal.8.1. O Lord our Lord, how excel- 
tent is thy Name in all the Earth ! who haſt 
ſet thy Glory above the Heavens ! He wor- 
ſhipped and praiſed him, as the highe# 
Sovereign, whoexcelled all things on Earth; 
and whoſe G/ory the Heaven, though full 
of it, was zot able to contain; and when he 
ſays our Lord, *tis intimated that he was 
truly his Servant and Subjea, and that he 
glorted in {ubjection to him. 


In the handling of this Doctrine I ſhall 
Firſt, Shew you how God 7s the Lord. 
Secondly, Manifeſt what z2zfluence and 


effect the apprehenſion of his being Lord, 
ould 


 aithout Diftrattion. "1x 
ſhould have upon us when we-attend'up- 
on him. | 

Thirtly and Laftly, make Application. 


In the firſt place, I am ito 'ſhew you 
how Gol is 'the Lord. His:Majeſty may 


amaze usz when we'think or fpeak'of ms 
Dominion, we ſhould'be ſtruck with godly 


Fear: Thus was-the-Pfalmift, Pal. 10-1. 
0 Lord ty God, thou art very great,;thou-art 
cloathed with Honour and Majeſty, who cover- 
eft thy ſelf with light as with'a'Garment, 
Pal. -96.:4;6, 9. For-the Lord is great, | ana 
greatly*to 'be praiſed; he'is to be feared above 
all Gods. Honour and Majeſty are before him, 
Strength and Beauty are in'his Senttuary. 
worſhip ithe Lord in the Beanty of ' Holineſs, 
fear before himall the Earth. Now that.you 
may the-better underſtand with'whorz you 
have'to do 'when you attend upon God. 
You muſt know, 

1. God is-Loyd Creator 3 of whom are-all 
tings. The Man of God, Moſes,with wonder 
and adoration cries out, Plal.go. 2. ' Before 
the Mountains were brouzht forth, or ever tho: 
hadit formed the Earth or the World, ewe;: 
from everlaſting to ever/aiting thou art God. 
The Lord was -before a!l, and he was az. 
of, and #2, and to himfclt from Erernity. The 
Father 1s of himſelf alone, -the Son 1s nc 
ceſJarily 
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ceſſarily and eternally of the Father ; ard 
the Holy Ghoſt as neceſſarily and eternally 
from both the Father and the Son. And 
theſe Three are that oze living and true God 
whom Chriſtians believe in, and in whoſe 
Name they are baptized. But though God 
neceſſarily is, yer Creatures are not ſo ; 
but have their beipg ar his pleaſure, Rev. 
4:11. Thok art worthy O Lora, to receive 
Glory and Honour, and Power, for thou haſt 
created all things, and for thy pleaſure they 
are ana were created. 

It is the Lord, whoſe Word of Power 
and Command brought all things out of 
nothing at firſt, Heb.11.3. Through Faith 
we underitand that the Worlds were framed 
by the Word of God. Though ſome have 
imagined that Angels were created, and many 
of them fell, long before this viſeble World 
was made 5 in Scripture there is not ſuffi- 
cient ground for {uch an Imagination. Tt 
is probable thoſe excellent Creatures were 
made the firſt day; when *tis ſaid Ger.1.1, 
In the beginning God created the Heaven: 
The Heaven may take in the higheſt Hea- 
ven, and the Hot of Angels there. Oh what 
a powerful Word was that which com- 
manded Angels to be, which before were 
z0thing, and gave them 9pzritual and Im- 
mortal Natures, indued with ſuch mighty 

GStreneth 


— Jef DD Ot "WE WE "i. OR 


ay. 


without. Daſeratiion. 13 


Strength and Underſtanding? And when the 
Loxd laid the Foundations of- the gb. , ad 
firetched the lyie upon it ;, theſe gioripus Angels, 
1 | called Morning Stars, ſang together , and: af 


theſe Saxs of Gad ſhouted for joy, Job 38. 4,5, 7. 
le This Lord Creator did but ſay, Let there ye 
0d Light, ayd there was Light: The Sun, the 
1s Moon, the Stars, the Earth apd Seas, ang all 
V. their Hoſts, were what his Word made them. 
Ve And Man, who was to have Dominion over 
iff this lower World, God did make in his op- 
£ Image, his Body indeed was farmed of the Duſt 

J of the ground; but to ſhew that his Soul was ngr 
of earthly Original, God is calied the Father 
ef of Man's Spirct, he 6reatbed uato his Noſtrils 
of the Breath of Life, and Map vecame a living 
th Joul, Gen. 2,7, This great Greator whom we 
ed MO attend upon,mage ad hjngs very g90a,Gen. 31. 
ve and though Sin encring into the World, ſpoiled 
bn much of his Workwanihip 3 he can eaſily zew 
/ make what Sin has warred, and he can eaſily, 
| and will certainly deffroy thoſe wha are finally 
H- unwilling ro be made new Creatures. = 
It 2. Gad is Lord, Preſerver of what him{celf has 
re made, The word of his power ſuſtains all thizes, 
e"K Heb. 1, 3. it continues things in thoſe beings 
ay into which at firſt it brought them, P/al. 148. 
5,6. Let them prasfe the name of the Lord, for he 
commanged, and they were created. He hath alſo 
at eftabliſhed them for ever and ever: He bath 
N- WF z:ade a Decree which (all not paſs, The ſame 
rc Wl Lord who called things our of noching by his 
word, hinders cheir retargiog into nothing by 
the ſame word of Forman, P(3l..33. 9 Air 4: 
paR 
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ſpake and it was done ,he commanded and it flood 
faſt. There is ſo much power exerted in op- 


holding the Creation, that the Preſervation of 


the Univerſe is rightly called a comtemued Grea- 
tion of it. If God ſhould totally draw back his 
ſupporting hand, all the Lummaries ta Heaven 
would preſently loſe therr Light, the Earth and 
Seas would become a Ghaos of Confuſion ; nay, 
Mean and Angels, and all things elſe would im: 
Ry loſe their beings and become no- 
thing. 

As the Creation, fo the Preſervation of all 
things is of the Lord alone, {MVeh. 9. 6. Thou, 
even thou art Lord alone, thou haſt made Hea:- 
ven the Heawen of Heawens with all theer Hoſt, 
the Earth and all things that are theremn, the Seas 
and all that is therein, and thou preſerveſt them 
all, How worthy 1s he to be worthipped by 
the Hoſt of Heaven, and by the Sons of Men 
the Inhabitants of the Earth ! God is called 
"TO Almighty or All-ſufficient, and IO ig- 
nifies Mamma, a Pap or Breaſt; all Creatures, 
from the mightieſt ro the very meaneſt, do 
hang and depend upon God, as Ghilaren do upon 
the Breafts, that he may nouriſh and ſuſtain 
them. And if God thus upholds all things, 
farely he will not fail to preſerve his Ghurch 
and Saints, they may with Confidence attend 
upon him for defence, no Humane nor Helliſh 
Force ſhall prevail againſt them. 

37 God is Lora Proprietor and Poſſeſſor of 
Heawen and Earth. So Melehizedck called the 
moſt high God, when he-vleſled Abram the 
Father of the Faithſu], Gez, 14. 19, m_ 
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be Abram of the moſt high God, the Poſſeſſor of 
Heaven ana Earth. Pſal. 24. 1. we read, The 
Earth is the Lord's, and the fullneſs thereof 5 the 
World, and they that dwell thereta, All Per- 
fons and things are properly God's own, and he 
may do with them what he pleaſes. By Grea- 
ton the Lord began, and by Preſervation he con- 
tinues to be the Proprietor of all things. Pro- 
priety is the ground of Power, and Power of 
Government; now a moſt abſolute and uni- 
verſal Propriety and Power, the Lord does 
rightly challenge to himſelf; he ir: accountable 
to 20xe, not to be reſiſted by any; none can ſtay 
his hand, or fay to him, What doeft thou? It was 
a good anſwer that El:hu made to Fob, Ch. 33. 
12,13, God 1s greater than Man, Why doft thou 
ſtrive agatnft him ? For he grveth not an account 
of any of his matters, 

Ic is a wiſe part to attend upon God, who 
has a Propriety in 14 and in all things befides; 
and all things are really in his Hands and Pol- 
ſeſſion ; ſo that he can with-hold or beſtow them 
according to his own Will, Tf God be for us, 
he can make all things for 143; 3t he be againſt 
us, zothing ſhall be for out help and benefit. 
There 1s nothing which we need, but a ſuper- 
abundance of it, is in God's hand. The Poſleſſor 
of Heaven and Earth has the Bl:/ines of Hea- 
ven and Earth to give forth. Every Beaſt of the 
Foreſt is his, and the Gattle upon a thouſand Hells, 


Pfal. 50.10, All Sheep and Oxen, yea, and the 


Beaſts of the Field, the Fowl of the Arr, and the 
Fiſh of the Sea, and whatever paſſeth throggh the 
paths of the Sex, How eafte 3s it for him r& 

F 2 pro- 
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provide things of this matere , who ha / 
with, who has all of thems itt his otwn keeping ? 
Bur far .better Bleſſings thart theſe .he Has th 
his hand to beſtow 5 and af the #eft Bleſſings he 
#5 hoſt liberal : When we knock at his dgor, we 
ſhould remember how 7: he 7s ; whoſe all 
things are; and that this Lord over all, 7s rich 
wpto all that call upon him; Rom. 10: x2. 

4. God is Lord Redeemer of hes People, and 
a, mighty Lord indeed he ſhews himfelt in the 
Redemption of them, Jer. 50: 34- Their Re- 
aeemer ts ftrong, the Loyd of Hoſts 1s his Name, 
be (hall thorowly plead their cauſe , that he may 
grve reſt to them. Redemption ſuppoſes that re- 
deemed ones were enſlaved; loſt; and nnder 2 
Curſe : To redeem muſt needs be granted an 


high a# of Mercy and Grace, arid of force avid! 


might likewiſe: The Lord is a Redeemer by 
Power and Gongaeft, he throws down the De: 
”1non of Sin, demoliſhes its frongeft holds, he 
thruſts Manmmoy owt of the Throne of the heart, 
he trads Satan winder his Peoples feet ; in a Senſe 
allo he is a Redeemer by Gommutation, God 


came Man, that he ”77ght fland in Man's. 


700mm, ſuffer in Man's nature; and be Man's 
Surety and Saviour : And he redeems by paying 
a price, and that the Price might be of :7finrte 
walae, he gave no leſs than himſelf for thoſe 
whom he has redeemed, 1 Gor. 6; 20. le are nd 
your own, for yea are bought with a prixe, there- 
fore glorifi: Grod which bought you, your Body 
ard 1m your Spirit which ar? Gods, And in 
Cal. 2. 20. He lowed #22, fays the Apoſtle, and 
gave him(-'f for mz. The Prey and the Gap- 
tes 
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tives are delivered out of the hands of that 
terrile Enemy the Prixce of Darkneſs, Believers 
are redeemed from the Gurſe of the Law by 
him who was made Fleſp, $i, and a Gurſe for 
them- They may triumph indeed, becauſe 
the firſt death is unflung, the Grave has loſt its 
Vigory, and zone of them thall be {ſeized and 
huxt hy the fecond death. This Lord | Redeemer, 
Haw thauld he be attended upon ! How 
ſhould /axfzd and {off Souls, before they are loſt 
paft recouery;being ſenſeble of their danger,come 
flocking 20 him in great numbers, flying 45 4 
Glaud; ang as Dowes to their Windows ! © 

| 5. God is Lord and Law-giver, and all are 
bound to obey thoſe Laws he gives them. His 
Laws are.the bef thac ever were given. Ia the 
keeping aftheſe Laws lies true Goodpeſs, and 
Sin, which is incomparably the fauleſt, and 
moſt ,pernicious, and worſt of all Evils, is a 
Trazſerefiion of theſe Laws which God has 
delivered co.us. How often in the New Tefta- 

ment do we read of the Kingdom: of God! And 

Kingdom implies a. King and Laws 3 and 

that there are Subje#s who muſt obey the oxe 

and the other : The.Groſs of Ghrsft excludes not 

Chriſtians Sufferings, but their Sufferings are 

not expratory of Sin, as his were 5 and the Qbe- 

aence of Chriſt excludes not Ghrifttans Obe- 

diences but his was meritoriaus, theirs is ot. 
How ftr:#ly ſoever ſome may take rhe Goſpel, 

and ſay *cis all Promſes; I am ſure the Goſpel, 

35 it repreſents 1c. (elf; takes in Commands, Chriſt 

is a Kerg to be abyed, as well as a Propitiatory 

Sacrifice to be reſted onz and he is the Authar of 
I 3 eternal 


v18 Attendance upon God 


eternal Salvation to all them that obey him ;, and 
they that obey zot the Goſpel, which ſhews it 
has Laws to be obeyed, ſhall be puniſhed with 
everlaſting Deſtrution, from the preſence of the 
Lora, and from the glory of his power, Heb.5. g. 
2 Thell. 1. 8, 9. ALE 

Faith in Ghrift does not meke Believers law- 
leſs; nay, the Apoſtle ſpeaks with ſome vehe- 
mency, Do we then make void the Law through 
Faith ? God forbid; yea, we eſtabliſh the Law, 
Rom. 3. 31. Indeed we are not under the Law, 
1. E. under the Gurſe of the Law, if we are true 
Believers; nor under it as a Govezant, Do this 
and live; we are not to hope for Juſtification, 
nor to fesr Gondemnation by it. But the Law 
is a Rule which we are bound to a& and walk 
according to; and unto this Rule oor Hearts 
and Lives, with great Care and Conſcience, 
ſhould be conformed; And that theſe Laws 
may be the better obſerved, the Lord and 
Law-giver muſt be more eyed. He takes no- 
tice whether we yield Obedience, and is moſt 
ready to aſ/ift us to obey: And he ſhould al- 
ways be ſet before us, both as our Obſerver and 
our Helper too. Pſal. 16. 8. 1 have ſet the Lord 
always before me, becauſe he 1s at my right hand, 
I ſtall not be moved, 

6. God is Lord, who has power to ſave and to 
aftroy. James 4. 12. There rs one Law-gtver 
who 15s able to ſave and to dcftroy : Whe art thou 
that juageft another *? He has the power of Life 
ana Death; Death thar 1s eterpal, Lite that is 
everlaſting : He is the Lord of Hoſts; all Crea- 
tures are at his command and beck, and are 
| ready 
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ready either to be the Executioners of his Wrath, 


or fo ſerve him in his gracious purpoſes and 
pleaſure: He is that mighty God who lifts up 
his hand to Heaven, and ſays, I l:we for ever. 
I kill, and I make alive; I wound and I heal: 
netther «s there any that can deliver out of my 
hand, Deur. 32. 39, 40. 

All forts of Life are from God, that of 


\ Nature, Grace and Glory: Ke can raiſe thoſe 


that attend - upon him from the #r:7k of the 
Grave, and reſcue them out of the very jaws 
of Death, Pſal. 3o. 2,3. O Lord my God, I 
cried unto thee, and thou haſt healed me. O Lord 
thou haſt brought up my Soul from the Grave, thou 
haſt kept me alive that I ſhould net go down 1nto 
the Pit. 2 Cor. 1. 9, 10. We had the Sentence 
of Death in our ſelves, that we ſhould not truſt 
12 our ſelves, but in God who raiſeth the Dead 
who delivered 5 from ſo great a death, and doth 
aeliwer ; 1n whom we truſt, that he will yet deliver 
w. God is he who quickens and makes thoſe 
Spiritually alive, that were dead tn fins and 
treſpaſſes. He reverles the Sentence of Death 


' Which the Law had paſſed upon them; gives 


them a new Life and Nature, arid inables them 
to walk in newnefs of Life. 'Tis a mighty 
Voice, attended with his powerful Spirit 
which raiſes the Dead in fin, and makes them 
live to God, Fohn 5.25. Ferily, wertly, I ſay wato 
you, the hour 1s coming, and now 1s, when the 
Dead ſhall hear the Voice of the Son of God, and 
they that hear ſhall Irve. And when this Spiri- 
tual Life is wrought, ?cis really cterpal Life jn 
the Seed and Blows and into eternal Life ar 
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length it ſhall be ripped und perfeBied, The 
ſan#:fying Grace 'of thedSpirit ys Vikemed wnry 
water, becaale *ris of 'a cleanlfng , refreſhing, 
and frutifying nature 3 and this Grace ſhall 
ſtif} be a#g ttd tncredſzhe , ill it "ſhe #n 
2lovy, John 4. 14. But the water thitt | ſhall pee 
hin, ſhall be 1n htm a Well of water ſpringing up 
znto everlaſting Life. | 
And as 4!] forts of Life are from'God, fo all 
ſorts of Death he has power to mifiet + All Afti- 
Rions and Plagues, when 'this'Lord ſends them, 
do ſay, Here we are: The King of Terrors, 
Death, is God's fubjeF, ant fays, Tam: reatly'to 
frrike,, youhg or old, high 'or low," few or 
many, as the Lord of all, does give 'me"Com- 
miſſion and Command, And the ſecond Death 
ar God's righteous pleaſure dpens ts everlaſting 
doors, to receive and-eternally 'to ſwallow up 
21l thar he ſeztences thither, *Iſa. 5. 14. Therefore 
Hell hath enlarged '$r- ſelf, and opened her month 
without meaſure, ant their ielory,-and their mul. 
titude, and their pomp, and he that rejbyceth thall 
deſcend into it. Such #&'Lora, the offets of 
whoſe lowe and anger are felt 78; #ply in'this 
World, bur alfo in the ether, and indeed rin 
parallel with Eternity, ſhould certainly be ar- 
ended on with a great dread of offendine' him, 
with the exaeſt care 1n every thing to pleaſe 
him. 
7. God is a Lord, obeyed by the whole: Grea- 
tro, but only Aer on earth, and Devils and 


aanned Spirits in Hell, Thele greater }ights,. 


the Sun and Moon,that rule the day and nigh 


It, 
:re perfectly ru/ed by their Maker, arid riſe” 


ang 
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andf ſer xr bis command: And no thew dharhe 
cet fop the Sun an its Iſmyft '1wotrow, at Joſawa's 
imerexry he vommundedst30 fund ftellmGibean, 
and the Moon #n theValley:of Ajaton, Jaſh.aou2z. 
Nay,m the days'of Meze rub, bemakes:ithe Sum 
ro w70ve backward, and to return 30 tefs than ter 
deprees by which it had gone down, 11a. $8.8. 
Al the'Scars-of Heaven ke. calls by #heer names, 
and they obſerve their courſes according tp 
his Ordmiances. The'Sea does ebb and flow 
according to-hisappointment,andkeep: within 
the bounds tharthe has fer itwhen .it roars:audl 
is moſt rempeftuous : The:Srorms and Winds 
—- bs yo _ : erdaoag ay to _— 

ace be ftill, preſently there is a; calos. 
He calts'for the Thunder andthe Trohening: 
and how 'terrible-is the Voice of the one, and 
the 'flafhing - of !the 'other ! The Thunder ;is 
filenced, and the Weng rg. 7 yrs 
pleaſure. All :Crearnres that [glide through 
the Air, or ſlide: througththe Ocean, that: feed 
and 'grow- upon the 'Earth , +in their way .and 
manner obey their'Maker and\Preferver's' Will. 
Fye, Oh Eye upon Apoſtate Mages and. Mez, that 
they ſhould be the'ozly Rebels! :Look upward, 
downward, on the right hand and on the-lefr, 
andthe many 'Thouſands:of ' Creatures whict 
your'Eyes behold, are ſo many anftances of Obe- 
dience to God. 'Why,Oh why thould not all we 
be ready to-yield our utmoſt Service ? 

8. God is a Lord who over-rules them that 
rebel againſt Lim, though they break his Gom:- 
manas ; they cannot get from under his power, 
bur he can check, reſtrain, diſappoint, w_ de- 

roy 
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troy them at his pleaſure. The Seed of the 
Woman has been hated by the Serpents brood, 
and they that have becex born. only after the 

, have been ſtrongly inclined to perſecute 
ſach as have been hors after the Spirit, Gal, 4. 
28, 29, Now we, Brethren, as Iſaac was, are the 
Ghilaren of Promiſe. But as then he that was 
tors after the Fleſh, perſecuted him that was born 
after the Spirit : even ſo it is now + And ſo 'tis 
lthely to be fill. When Heathen Emperors and 
Kings were Gonverts to the Ghriftian Faith, the 
Prince of Darkneſs did not turn and change. 
He always was, and is, and will be full of 
Malice againſt Ghr:f the Head, and againſt his 
true Members, And thoſe who are of their 
Father the Devil, the Lufts of therr Father they 
w1ill ao; - and they thar are Saints muſt expe&t 
find their Hearts ſet againſt them, and as far as 
they can, their hands too. 

Bur that Lord who is with his People, is 
greater infinitely than the evil one, 1 John 4. 4. 
te are of God, 1ittle- Children, and have over- 
come them , becauſe greater 1s he that is in you, 
than he that ts 1n the World, As Satan's Sub- 
tlety is nothing to God's Wiſdom; as his Power 
is ſmall ro God's Almightineſs, fo his Wrath, 
though never ſo great, is a little and contempti- 
ble thing, when the Love which God bears to 
his People is belzewinely ron{tdered. The mighti- 
eſt Men whom Satan employs to run down 
the Church of the living God , ſhall never 
affect their wicked purpoſe; the Church 
triumphs over her moſt furions Enemres, look- 
iag unto her Mighty Helper, Pal. 46. 5, 67, 
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God 15 1# the midſt of her, ſhe ſhall not be moved : 
God (hall help her, and that right early. The 
Heathen raged, the Kingdoms were muved. 
They ſtirred up themſelves with their united 
force, and in their rage they would have de- 
voured the Iſrael of God 3 but He attered hes 
Voice, and the Earth melted : All theſe Enemies 
were diſpirited and came to nothing, and no 
wonder, for it follows, The Lord of Hoffs « 
with ws; the God of Jacob 1s our refuge, Selah. 
Well may the voluntary Swbjefts of ſuch a Lord 
attend' upon him with forwardneſs and Faith, 
fince he has ſuch an abſolute uncontrolable Do- 
#17108 over all his and th:ir Enemies ! 

9. God is a Lord 1nfinitely above and better 
than any other Lords whatſoever. As he is in- 
finitely ſuperior to all in Majeſty and Great- 
neſs, ſo alſo in Mercy and Goodneſs: The 
whole Earth is full of Divine Goodneſs, Pal. 
145. 9. The Lord 1s good to all. and his tender 
Merctes are over all h1s works : It is ſpecial and 
peculiar Kindneſs which is ſhewn to his Saints, 
P{al. 103.11. As the Heawen is high above the 
Earth, ſo great 1s his Mercy towaras them that 
fear him, What are other Loras if compared 
with God? As for Mammon, who has moſt of 
Mankind to be his Vaſſals, his delights are 
low, his Riches uncertain, his a4 is Vanyy. 
Satan is a cruel Lord; he is a Lyar who de- 
cerwves, a Murtherer who deftroys all whom he 
can keep under his Power and Dominion. 
And the Wages which $72 does give to them 
chat ſerve it, is eterzal Deaths, and the more 
ail:gent they have been in the Service of _ 
an 
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2nd the ore laborious Workers of TInrguety, Hell 
will be fo much che 4otter, their Sarrow and 
MiGry ſo.much che greater. 

Are frch Lords as theſe, comparable to the 
Lord Fehowgh, whole Strength, whole Loye is 
exeriafing? What care does the take of all 
that are truly his Servants! How mild and 

tle is his Governinent ! His Kangaoar is 

ghteouſneſs, and Peace, end Foy: It was a 
Piows Ejaculation of one of the Ancients, De 
Daomine guod jubes, O Lord give that which thou 
commaendeft. His Servants are by himſelf cre- 
ated 192. Ghrift Jeſus wto the good works in which 
he has commanded-them-ro walk. He:teaches 
them by his .own Spirit to doihis Will, P/al. 
I43. 10. Teach we $0 ao thy Will, for thou artawy 
Goa, thy Spirit 1s good, legd me dnto the Land of 
Hprightneſs, He works in them to Will, in- 
cliviog-:their Hearts wito his Teftipraptes 3 and he 
works 17 them to do.of bis.own good pleaſure, Phil. 
2.13, And awefs their ways to keep bis Sta- 
tntes. All the good, that good Men.do, God 
15 the doer of : his Preventing and 4/ifing 
Grace, 1s, and does all in all And after all 
Dona ſua coronat, he crowns that Grace which 
himfelf has wrought, and made ative with an 
eternal weight of Glory. Well may his atten- 
dants Glory in ſuch a Lord as peerleſs! Pfal. 
34. 2, 3- My foul hall make her baaft.in the Lord: 
the humble ſhall hear thereof, and be glad. O mage - 
arfie the Lord with me: and let us exalt his name 
together. 

10, God is-the Lord and Judge of all, at 
whoſe Barr Angels and Men, the Quick 2nd 
ene 
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the dead muſt at laſt ſtand. Apoſtate Angels 
believe and tremble at the foreſight of future 
Judgment. Szran's time is ſhort; his Wrach 
great 5 but his Dread is greater of that great 
day of reckoning and retribution. And as 
for the Childten of Men; all muſt be judged ; 
the Day is appointed, and is haſtmng: Every 
one bf ms, lays the Apoſtles mu give acrount of 
himſelf to God, Rom. 14. 12. And ail account 
will be taken of all that has been done while we 
were in the Bedy, Ecclef. 12. 14 For God wil 
bring every work ihto 7argment, with every ſecret 
thing; whether it be good, or whether it be ew4l. 
How ſhould this Lord and Judge be feared ! 
Witch what diligence ſhould his Gomrmandments 
te kept! Since this is QD1RT-?2 the whole of 
Man. Man's Duty, Safety, grand Concern and 
Intereſt lies liere. He that will Judge all art laſt, 
with his own Eyes obſerves and fees al] at pre- 
ſent, Pſal.1 1.4. The Lord's Throne 1s 1n Heawes, 
his Eyes behold, his Eye-lias try the Children of 
Mez, Job 31.4. Doth not he ſee my ways, and 
count all my ſteps? And when all the Children 
of Men; that ever were or ſhall be do appear 
before him; his faithful Artrendants he will own 
and rut great Honour upon 3 and will ſay, Wet 
aone good and farthful Servants ; you hawe been 
farthfal in a few things, 1 will make you Rulers 
over many things, enter you into the Jay of your 
Lord : But how thall the Children of Diſobe- 
cience ſtand before him! who lived and 
in nr HIER and — aye = \ 
nothing but treaſnre wp wrath againſt the day 4 

NG the revelation of the rrehtrons Fnds- 
ment of God ! In 
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In the ſecond place I am. to manifeſt what r- 
fluence and effe& the apprehenſion of God's being 
the Lord, ſhould have upon us when we attend 
upon him. | 

1. When we look upon God as Lord, we 
ſhould be ſenſible of our d:farce, and how we 
are 1nfinitely below h141. What a ſenſe was there 
of the Divine Majeſty; and of his own mean- 
neſs, in the Patriarch Airaham: when he ſpoke 
thoſe words, Gen.18 27. Behold now I hawe ta- 
ken upon me to ſpeak unto the Lord, who am but 
Duft and Aſhes. We read that Dominion and 
Fear are with him, that the brighteſt Stars are 
20t pure in his ſight 5 how much leſs Man that 
a Worm, and the Son of Man that is a Worm? 
Job 25.2,5,6. The Grace of the Goſpel does 
not exclude an holy Awe and Reverence of 
God, but include it. And the more there is of 
grace, the more there is alſo of this godly fear, 
and the Service is the more acceptable, Heb.12, 
28,29. Wherefore ive recerving a Kingdom that 
cannot be moved, let us have Grace whereby we 
way ſerve God acceptably with reverence and godly 
fear; for our Grod ts a conſuming Fire, We are 
indeed encouraged rocome with boldneſs; but 
that boldneſs 1s upon the account of our great 
High Prieſt and Mediator 3 bur though we are 
the Members of Chrift, we muſt remember, 
that God is unconceivably above us. The Man 

briſt Jeſus himſelf when he prayed, fel oz his 
F face before his heavenly Father, Mat. 26. 39. 
' Nay, hecalls himſelf a worm too, Plal. 22.6, 
ut I 212 aworm and no man, a reproach of men, 


and deſpiſed of the People. 2, When 
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2. When we look upon God as Lord, we 
ſrould be deeply humbled and abaſed for our Affronts 
Offences, and Rebellions againft him;-. Tis the 
Law of the Lord Almighty which fin.breaks ; 
and *ris the Lord himſelt that fin cauſes to be 
deſpiſed. When David was truly penitent and 
contrite, he cries out, Agatnſt thee only have [ 
ſinned, and done this evil in thy freht, Plal.5 1.4. 
His fin had been an injury, and indeed a dead- 
ly one to Hr:ah his Subject ; bur it was a groſs 
and foul breach of the Law of God, and ſo was 
committed againſt him. And as his fin was 
ever before him, fo was that Lord againſt 
whom he had finned. This lays him very low, 
and makes him readily condemn himſelf, and 
ready to juſtifie God, how ſevere a Sentence 
ſoever ſhould be paſt ; how fore a puniſhment 
ſoever thould be inflicted upon him that thou 
mighteſt, ſays he, be juſtified when thou ſpeakeft, 
and be clear when thou juageſt. Job had not been 
ſo careful of God's Honour, as he had been ro 
vindicate his own innocency 3 at length the 
Lord himſelf does manifeſt his Glory to him: 
he confounds him with that queſtion, Job 40.8. 
Wilt thou aiſannul my Judgment > Wilt thou con- 
demn me that thou mayeſt be Righteows ? Job at 


length has a clearer view of the Greatnels and 


Soveraignty of that God with whom he had to 
do; and ſays, I hawe heard of thee by the hear- 
img of the Ear, but now mine Fye freth thee, 
wherefore I abhor my ſelf, and repent in Duſt 
end Aſhes, Job 42.5,6. 

3- When we look upon God as Lord, we 
fhould adware his concernedne(s for the — 
an 
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and Happineſs of ſuch 45 we are.. It wasthe ex. 
preſfioa of one who was ad eminent, Saint, and 
2 great King, O my Soul, thau haſt ſaid unta the 
Lord thou art my Lord, my gooaneſs extendeth 
20t to thee, Pal 16.2. He B a Lord fo high, fo 
glorious in himſelf, fo far exalted above al}, 
that the goodneſs of the beſt cannot in the leaſt 
degree be beneficial ro him. He ſtands not then 
in need of Man, therefore his good will which 
he bears towards Men is the more to be admj- 
red. If the whole humane Race after the firſt 
defection from God, had perithed, and every 
one of them had been miſerable for ever ; the 
bleſſedne(s of God would have been no more 
impaired, than it was by che loſs and miſcry of 
choſe Spirits that fir(t ſinned, and lei rheir own 
Habitation ; none of which ever was recovexr- 
ed, or ſhall be. Oh, whence is it that the Lord 
of Glory ſhould ſhew ſuch diſcriminating Grace 
to the Sons of Men ! Lord ! what is Max, that 
thou who arc (o much above him, ſhou!d be fo 
mindful of him, as to vi/it him with thy Salwa- 
tion, who was unable to fave himſeif, unwor- 
thy to be ſaved; nay, unwilling £0 be ſaved, 
till chou didſt make him williag 17 the aay of 
thy Power ! 

4. When we look upon God as Lord, we 
ſhould exceedragly dread his Wrath, and walue 
his Lowing-kinaneſs, The Rebukes of ſuch a 
mighty Lord, whea provoked, muſt needs be 
terrible, Pſal- 18. 7. Then the Earth (hook and 
tr-mtled, the foundations alſo of the H:!'s anowed 
aud were ſhaken, becauſe he was wrath. Exod 15. 
6,7. Th; 1:45: hand, O Lord, 1s 6:come gloriog 
in 
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12 Power, thy right hand, O Lord, hath daſhed 
7n pieces the Enemy, and 1n the greatneſs of thine 
excellency thou haſt overthrown them that roſe up 
againſt thee, thou ſenteſt forth thy wrath, which 
conſumed them as Stubble. And as the Anger 
of God has all ewils in its power to inflict on 
choſe who are {o fool-hardy to provoke it, fo 
his loving-kindnelſs is reaay to open the treaſures 
of his goodneſs. How bountiful is bis love to 
his beloved ones! The Pſalmiſt having medi- 
rated on it, juſtly ſtands amazed at it, and cries 
our, How excellent 1s thy Irving kindneſs, O 
God ! Pſal.36.7. Ir tranſcends all created love : 
if all the love that is in Men and Angels were 
united together, it would not be fo much, 
compared with che love of God; as the lighe 
of a Gloworm is to the Sun, ſhining forth in its 
Noon-day Glory. And as the love of God is 
{ excellent in it ſelf, tranſ{cendentcly exceilenr 
allo are the acts and beneficial effects of ir. 

If the wrath of a Kine be as the meſſengers of 
acath, Prov, 16. 14. what is the wrath of the 
King of Kings and Lord of Lords ! If zz the 
light of the King's Gountenance 1s life, and hs 
favour 15 as the Gloud of the later Rain, Prov. 
16.15, the favour of the bleſſed ard only Poten- 
tate muſt needs be infinitely more refreſhing 
and better thar life it ſelf. It is from this Lor 
that every Man's Judgment comes. He m::- 
fers Judgment at preſent; good and evil is di- 
lpenced by his hand ; and 'ris he that will paſs 
upon all che final Sentence of Abſojucion or 
Condemnation ar the laſt day. What care then 
ſhould there be ro have his Wrath appealed by 
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;a Mediator! what fervency of Spirit in fucing 
for peace and reconciliation ! Solomon tells, rhar 
many ſeek the Rulers Favour ; bat certainly Di- 
vineFavour is much moredefirable,becaufe eve- 
ry man's Tudement 15 from the Lord ,Prov.29.26. 
5, Wirn we look upon God as Lord, we 
ſhould truſt in him for deliverance from other Lords 
who have had the Dominion over, He can 
work whatſoever, and in whomſoever he 
pleaſes, and none ſhall be able to hinder. T he 
Pfalmiſt was fenſible of fins force and power; 
he was weary of {ins Dominion ; he cries unto 
God to deliver him from rhe Reign of all the 
fins he knew : and thoſe {ins which were ſecret 
and concealed from his view, he begs that he 
might be convinced of them, and throughly 
cleanſed from them, P/al.19.12,13. The Lord 
can turn the Heart perfe&ly to hate the fin thar 
was moſt of all beloved; and the ſtrength of 
fin is gone when once *tis hated 3 and as the 
hatred grows ſtronger and ({tronger, {in becomes 
weaker and weaker daily. Saul was a proud 
ſelf confident Phariſee, a furious Perfecutor ; 
the Lord meers him, and ſtops him in his per- 
ſecuring Rage; he humbles him, works 1n bis 
Hearc Faith in Chriſt, againſt whom he had 
fach a mighry and ſeemingly invincible preju- 


" dice; of a Wolt he curas him into one of the 


Sheep of Chriſt ; nay. into a zealous and care- 
falShepherd of the Flock ; ſo that he preached 
thi Earth which once he endeavoured to deftroy, 
Gal 3.23. | 
The Lord can ſubdue Iniquity where it has 


born the greateſt ſway. 1t he ſpeaks the wa 
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of power, down go all frozg-holas; reafonings 
that before were thought ſtrong, - are feen to 
be abſurd, imaginations vain, high things and 
thoughts are brought 1nto Captivity and Obedi- 
ence, 2 Cor.10.4,5. For the weapons of our war- 
fare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the 
pultag aown of ſtrong holds, caſting down 1mart- 
nations, and every high thing that exalteth :t 
ſelf agatnſt the knowledge of God, and bringing 
inra Captivity every thought to the Obeatence of 
Ghri/t. \ 

The very Prince of the Devils, Beelzebub 
himſelf, the Lord can eaſily diſpofleſs. He 
caſt him out of Heaven, aad ſurely he can caſt 
him our of che Heart alſo. If the Lord ſpeak 
che Word, Satan falls like Lightning : How 
ſudden and remarkable is his Downfall ! It he 
charge thisunclean Spiric ro come out, he muſt 
prefently quit his Habitation and if he com- 
mand him to keep oat, he muſt enter n9 more, 
Mark 9. 25. He rebuked the foul Spirit, Jaying 
unto him 5, I charge thee to come out of tum, and 
to enter n0 more 1nto him. | 

When the Lord by the preaching of the 
Goſpel,made himſelf known iatheWorld,how 
wereHeathenldols deſtroyed?1Theſ.1.9. Teturn- 
ed to God from Idols, to ferwve the living and true 
God. -. And whatever Worldly Enioyments 
have been idoizied, he can iſhew the Vanity of 
them , * and mortifie inordinate Aﬀetction to 
them- Heis jealous of his Honour, likes noc 
to have his Throne uſurped ; we are to truſt in 
this Lord, and to delfire he would take unto 


this | his great Power, and Reiga in us 3 and 
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that no oppoſice Lords may be any longer 
ſerved. * x3t 
6. When we look upon God as Lord, we 
ſhould be careful to know his Will, and always for- 
ward to doit, That is one of che firſt Inquiries 
of a true Convert, Lord, what wilt thou have 
2e to do? Aﬀts 9.6. Man's Will, till renewed 
by Grace, is fooliſh, perverſe, wicked, and 
perniciouſly inclined. He wills chat which is 
ro his own Woe. ?Tis bur reaſon that ſuch a 
Will ſhould yield to the Will of God. who 
is wiſe, holy, and good Whoever Sed ac- 
cording to the Will of God, and ſaw cauſe to 
repent of ir? And furei am, that they who 
do contrary to the Will of God, muſt repent 
of it in this World, or too late in the next, 
We had thar Wiidom is very much placed in 
knowing the Will of God : Eph. 5. 17, Where- 
fore be ye not unwiſe, but underſlanaing what the 
IW:1l of the Lord is : And Happineſs is placed in 
the doing of ir. Joh. 13. 17. 1f ye know theſe 
things happy are ye if ye do them. We ſhould 
approve our ſelves better Servants, if wedid 
but mind more our Lord and Maſter's Will, 
In Temptation we ſhould conſider what 1s the 
Will of God, and chen the 'Cempter would be 
withſtood : When earthly Treaſure 15 laid be. 
fore us, to draw our Hearts to covet it ; we 
ſhould remember, *®tis the WHl of the Lord, 
that our Heart and Treaſure ſhould be in Heaven, 
Whatever Duty we are ſetting about, to- 
wards God or Man ; we ſhould inquirechow 
would God have this Duty ro be done! What 
acceptable Service then would God haveirom 


us: 
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us ! And what Bleſſings ſhould we be to thoſe, 
whom we are related to, and converſe with ! 
Lord, ſhew me thy Will; and let my Will, in all 
things, and at all ttmes, be determined by thine ! 
This is becoming Language, and every Soul 
ſhould fincerely ſpeak ic. - He is the moſt emi- 
nent and perfe&t Chriſtian, who ſtands mof 
perfe and compleat inall the Will of Gad, 
7. When we look upon God as Lord, we 
ſhould newer quarrel or murmur at any thing 
he 1s pleaſed ro do to us or with us. Arbitra- 
ry Power is very much affected by che Poten- 
tates of this Worid ; though ir would be much 
more truly great in them, todo as they ought, 
than to do as they pleaſe. Arbitrary 
Power is juſtly challenged by the Lord the 
univerſal Sovereign: He may do whatever he 
pleaſes; and it will pleaſe him ro do nothing 
but what becomes his own Wiſdom, Gaod- 
nels, and other glorious Exceliencies A 
mighty Monarch who had walked in Pride, 
at length was ſo ab3ſed, that he 1cknowledg- 
ed and honoured rhis higheſt Lord of all ; 
and he ſays, All the Inbatttants of the Earth are 
reputed as nothing, and he doth according to his 
Will in the Armies of Heaven, and among the 
Inhabitants of the Earth, Dan 4. 35. The Di- 
ſpenſations of Diviae Providence muſt not fall 
under our Cen'{ure. He that reproveth God 
will il] anſwer for ic. *Tis (1:fal Boldneſs co 
{trive wich him, and ſay, What doft thou> As it 
he had not done ſo well as he might : ?T15 
more becoming, with obezient Parience and 
Submiſſion, ro cry one: Oh the Depth of the 
K 23 Ricis 
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Riches, both of the Wiſdom and Knowleage of 


Goa! How unſearthabie are his Judgments, and 
his Ways paſt finding out! Rom: x1.33.. and 
Pfal. 145. 17. Ihe Lord 1s righteous 11 atl his 
Ways, and holy tn all his Works, When under 
his ſeverer Dealings with us, we charge him 
with Rigour and wart of Car? ; we do but 
charge God fooithly. His U{naerſtanarng 1s tnfi- 
nite, Plal 147. 5 - therefore te 1s not liable to 
the leaſt Mitake : His Bowels are tender, and 
he can never become Cruei. *Tis inconfj- 


ſtent wich his Juſtice, to ſay upon any Man more” 


then is right, that be ſhould enter t#to judgment 
with God, Job 34.23. He 18 (o gracious that 
he afflits when his People need, and tis good 
for them to be aftiicted. ' That Man ſpake ve- 
ry i1] who {aid I do well tobe angry» What- 
ever che Lord Goes to his People, he does 
witely, juſtly, faithfully ; how then can their 
Fretting and Impatieace be juſiifted ! It would 
be far better for them to ceaſe their Conten- 
tion and Diſpucing , and to anſwer as Job at 
Jaſt did, Job Go 4, 5-- Behold, I am wile, what 
all I anſwer thee ? Þ will lay my Hand upon my 
Heath, once have 1 ſpoken, but I will not an- 
wer, yea twice, bat I will proceed no farther, 

8. When we look upon God as Lord, we 
ſhould long to b:hold hy Glery tin his King- 
don It was the Defire of 4oes, Exod. 33.18. 
I beſeeck ihee few me thy Glory. It is bur little 
that the Saints ſee of ihe King of S3ints, in 
compariſon of what they thall fee. They 
know: bu: in prt, and how thovid they long 
that that which ts perfef may cone, ana that 
which 
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which 15.1% part may be. doe away, 1 Cor:13.10: 
The Earth is the Lord's Footſtool, and here 
we behold but ſome. Footſteps and Shad- 
dows, and have a darker Diſcovery of him ; 
but the Lieaven is his Throne, and when we 
come to ſtand before his Throne ; how brighr 
will be his Majeſty in oar Eyes! How {pens 
his Holine(s ! How will,his Face be all Lighr 
and Love ! And how raviſhing will the fulleſt 
Senſe of that Love be ! Ic ſhould be our Care 
by a continual Increaſe of Purity in Heart, to 
be fitted for this beatifical Viſion of the Lord 
of Glory. Mat. 5. 8. Bleſſed are the pure 1n 
Heart, for they ſhall ſee God, And this Vift- 
on ſhould the more longed for, becaule it will 
be transforming. When we behold the 
Lord's Glory, we ſhall partake of it ; when 
we ſee him, we ſhall, ro our eternal Excellen- 
cy andSatisfaRion,be like him. 1 70þ.3-2.Beloved, 
ow are we the Sons of Goa,but it doth not yet ap- 
pear what we (hall be;but we know when he ſhall ap- 
pear,we ſhall be like hims; for we (hall ſee him as he 18, 

In the laſt place follows the Application, 

USE I. ſhall be of Reproof. Well may 
the Mouth of his Meſſengers be full of Re-, 
proof, ſince the Lord that ſends them is fo ge- 
nerally diſregarded. Several forts of Perſons 
are worthy Reprehenſion. - ; 

I. They are to be reproved, who ſay with 
Pharaoh, who is the Lord that we ſhould obey his 
Face? How many are there who will not ac- 
knowledge they owe him any Service 3 or if 
they do acknowledge itz they are ſo wicke 
and unrighteous, that they will not render 
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what they cannor but-confels is due to him ! 
How many ſay, Our Lips are our own, who 15 
Lord over us ? Pal. 12: 4. who is he that would 
givelaws toour Tongues; and put chem under 
2 Bridle > They ſay alſo, ow Members are all 
our own, and therefore we will employ chem 
as we pleaſe; though chat employing is abuſing 
and abaſing of them, to be Inſtruments of Un- 
righteouſneſs unto Sin- Ovr Time alſo is our 
own, and therefore we will paſs it according 
co our own Pleaſure, as if Time were a thing 
of noValue,and to have it we! or ilt with them 
to Eternity, were a matter of meer Indifferen- 
cy. They that now cry, Who rs the Lord? 
When they ſtand, as they all muſt, before his 
Judgment Seat, he will make them know who 
he is. How terrifying will his Looks be ! How 
heavy will his Hand be felt ! They would not 
obev the Scepter of his Word; and he will 
break them with his 'lron Rod, and daſh them in 
pieces ike a Potter's Veſſel, Plal. 2-9; 

2. They are to be reproved who have a 
greater Reverence for Man-than for God, who 
1s the ſovereign Lord of all. They dare not 
giſpleaſe grear Men; but the grear God they 
make bold to offend. Men whom they de. 
pend upon, they are careful to keep in with; 
but that God, in whoſe Hand theirs Breath 1s; 
and whoſe are all their Ways they do natglarifie, 
Dan.5-23.They depend upon thisLord {dt their 
Being and Bieſſedneſs, and all rhings. Their 
Life 15 continued only auring bis Pleaſure; all 
thirgs that they have are of his beſtowing; ny 
mute 


if ever they are bleſſed, "tis God" 
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make them ſo; and yet the Favour and Anger 
of this God, are contemned in Compariſon. of 
the Love- and Hatred of Man. [How many 
will comply with the Luſts of: Men that will 
not conform tothe Will of God ? Mens Inven- 
tions are' regarded more than God's Infticuti- 
ons. Thus the Statutes of Omri were kept,” and 
all the Works of the Houſe of Ahab, and Iſrael 
did walk 1 their Gounſels, Mic. 6. 16. when 
they rejected the Counſel of God againſt them- 
ſelves, and caſt the Laws of Jehovah behind 
cheir- Backs. Burt how poor a thing is Man's 
Help againſt Divine Anger ! Nay, here the 
mightieſt Man can be no Security. Job 9.13. 
If God will not withdraw his Anger, the proud 
Helpers do foop under him: And thoſe whom 
the Lord does undertake to comfort, why 
ſhould Man that ſhall dye diſmay them. J/a. 
51.12,13, I, even Tam he that comforteth you. 
Who art thou that thou (houldſt be afraid of a Man 
that ſhall dye, and of the Son of Man which ſhall 
be as Graſs? And forgeteſt the Lord thy Maker that 
ſtretched forth the Heawens, and lata the Foun- 
aations of the Earth> His Power may well 
make the Fury of Oppreſlors contemprible : 
Bur God's Power 1s irrefiſtable, as his Wrath 
15 intolerable. 

3. They are to be reproved who prefer the 
worſt Lords before the greateſt and the beſt of 
all, The true God is certainly the beſt Lord 
and Sin and Satan are the worſt rhac can be 
ferved; and yet how few has the former, how 
many'Servants have the later ! The Lord's Go- 
vernment '1S:moſt gracious 3 the Paths he re- 
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nires us to walk in are Pleaſantneſs and Peace, 

v. 3. 17. But the Ways of Sin are: quice 
comrary. No Peace fuith my Goa tothe withed, 
Ifa.'57. 21. Whatever, Sin in the beginning. 
may ſeem, ics End 1s bitter as Wormwood,. 
ſharp:as a two-edged Sword ; and' they that; 
ferve it, their Feet go down to Death, and 
cheir Steps will quickly take hold of Hell. 
Shall I (hew you the manner of Sin and Satan's 
Reign ? Their Vailals are put upon Cruel 
Hard Service, and they muſt ſtick at nothing. 
If the fulfilling of their Luſts call for ir, the 
Eftare muſt be waſted, Health muſt be endan- 
gered, Repute and good Name muſt be diſre- 
garded, Poſterity muſt be beggared, Life ir 
ftelf muſt be ſhortened, and the precious Soul 
loſt for ever, rather than fin not be gratified 
and ferved. Sin has a Law, and what Com- 
mand does it impoſe upon thoſe that are ſubje& 
ro it? Irs Injundtions are ſuch as thefe 3 Fight 
againſt God, and flight the Wrath of the Lord 
Almighty. Mind either thy Duty, wor thy 
Safety. Purſue Vanity and Vexation of Sperit, 
but cave wot for the trueſt and cternal Bleſſed 
zeſs, Pe ſure to pleaſe thy Fleſ, and ſeek thy ſelf 
and mind thy Garnal Intereſt, though thou art 
in the worſt Senſe undone thereby, Go on 
rrmpenitently and ſecurely tn thy Wickedneſs, 
till thou fall into Hell Flames. Do all this and 
dye, and damn thy ſelf unto Eternity. What 
hard ſayings are theſe! Yer Thouſands and 
Millions hear and obey them ! It is amazing 
that thoſe who have reaſonable Souls, ſhould 
3& {o void of al: found Reaſon, as to refuſe bis 
Service, 
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Service, : who commands them co be wiſe,and 
ſafe, and good, and ſhould chuſe ro be Fools, 
and to be miſerable! "F 
4. They are to be reproved, who have 4e- 
un to jerve the Lord, and afterwaras forſake his 
ervice, and revolt from him, Theſe revolters 
ſhew a great Zeal and For wardneſs in Religiob, 
many of them, for a time 3 they ſeem to have 
eſcaped the pollutions of the World, and to 
have got the Vicory over it, and to have over- 
come the evil Oae : but being again entangled 
and overcome them(elves by Mammon and Sa- 
tan, they are a credit to-theſe Maſters, and to 
their falſe and pernicious ways 3 but they are 
a great diſhonour to Religion, and to the Au- 
thor of it the Lord of Glory. -Thelſe revolters 
diſcover an ev1l heart of unbeltef in departing 
from the lIroing God, which is ſo much cauti- 
on'd againſt, Heb. 3. 12. and if without Faich 
"tis 227poſſible to pleaſe God, how much mult he 
needs be provoked by infidelity ! and with 
what Torments will their unbelief at laſt be 
confuted and puniſhed together ! Theſe Re- 
volters quench a great deal of Light which has 
ſhined into chem, this aggravates the works of 
darkneſs unto which they return ; though they 
have under Conviction felt the Terrors of the 
Lord, yet they venture more than ever to 1n- 
cenſe him; in a ſpecial manner they grieve 
the Spiric of. God, and deeply wound their 
own Wpirics: But theſe Wounds are not felt 
at preſent; their Conſciences are ſeared, Sa- 
tan has fuller and faſter poſſeſſion of them 3 


falnefs of {fin quickly follows 3 and the [af #ave 
wit 
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with them t worſe than the firſt, Mat. 12. 45; 


USE I. Shall be of Advice in theſe par- 
ticulars. | Rs 

1. Hearken to the Lord inviting and calling 
you all to his Service. There 1s room in his 
Houſe for many Thouſands more -than are 
there; and there is plentiful and abundant pro- 
viſion for their entertainment. 2 xy Father's 
Houſe, fays the Prodigal when he came to him- 
felf, there is Bread enough and to ſpare, Luke 15. 
x7. Chriſt's Sacrifice of himſelf can put away 
multitudes cf fins more than as yet have been 
pardon'd. And though Millions of empty and 
loſt Souls more come to him, out of his ful- 
nets they thay be all repleniſhed, and ſecure un- 
der the ſhadovww of his wings. His Meſlengers 
fay ro you Game, himſelf ſays Gome,his Spirit fays 
Come; your Wants which none bur he can ſup- 
ply,ſpeak aloud to you togo to him: ; keep there- 
foreno longer ata.diſtance. He is moſt ready to 
receive you graciouſly, and to communicate 
grace of all ſorts to you. 

2. Behold how will:;mg thu Lord ts to paſs 
by all paſt dilcheatence upon your belteving and re- 
pentance. The Apoſtle Paul was not upbraid- 
ed wich his perſecuting Rage and Helliſh Fury, 
when once he ſubmitted himſelf to the Lord, 
and laid down his Weapons wherewith he had 
fought againſt God. The Grace of our Lord, 
jays lie, was exceeding abundant, with Fatth and 
Love that is 17 Ghrift Feſus, -' Jum. 1; 14. and 
7. 15,16.he rells us, thar he the chief of {1nners 
oX3tacad Mercy, that the greateſt ſrnners here- 
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after may. hope and expect Mercy upon their 
believing and Converſion. Howbert for this 
Ganſe I obtarned- Mercy, : that 1n me firſt Teſus 
Ghrift might ſhew forth - all long-ſuffering, for | s 
Pattern to them who(hould bereafter believe on hizn 
to Life Everlaſting. Whatever your Rebelli- 
ons have been.s if zow you be willing ad obedi- 
ent. All ſhall be forgotten and forgiven. . Scar- 
let and Grimon Sins, ſhall become white as 
Sow and Waal, "1a. 1. 18, 19. NAT ie | 

3- See where . your Reghteouſneſs. ' and 


Strength lies. Jeſus Chriſt the righteous is the 


Righteouſneſs of them that do believe.' His 
Obedience and Sufferings can fatisfie for and 
cover all your Difobedience, and *cis through 
him alone that you attain the free Gift of Ju- 
ſtification of Life. He became obedtent to Death, 
even the Death of the Groſs, Pal. 2. 8. and *tis 
by the Obedience of this one, the ſecond Aday, 
that all, as many can believe in him are #zade 
rrehteous, Rom. 5.19. And as in the Lord you, 
have Righteouſneſs, fſo- in- him you have 
Strength. roo. His Power muſt reſt upon you. 
elſe no good” will be done by you: Through 
his Strength all things may be done, bur he 
himſelf ſays, without me ye can do nothing; Joh. 
15.5. Never think by good Works to fatisfie 
for bad ones: The beſt Works have much 
amiſs'inthem: And by no means entertain an 
Imagination, that at your own Pleature you 
can work in-your ſelves to will and to do; bur 
always acknowledge , the necefiity and ER: 
cacy. of the Grace of Chriſt, and glorite rhar 
Grace, ſaying, when you obey and labour, 
7; 
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it tc nt I, but the Grace of God that is with 


We. ; 

4 Earneſtly deſire that your Hearts may be 
circumciſed to love both the Lord himfelf, and 
his Service likewife. Iris a Promiſe worch 
more, and if made good to us, will enrich 
us more, than the Wealth of both the bates. 
Deur. 3o. 6. The Lord rhy God will circumciſe 
thy Heart, and the Heart of thy Seed to love the 
Lord thy God with all thy Heart, and with all thy 
Soul, that thou mayſt Irve. An Heart to: love 
him is his own Gift, and the Heart muſt be cir. 
cumcifed by himſelf, before it will be brought 
ro love him. The Prophet ſpeaks of the Fore- 
$kin of the Heart 3 that muſt be taken away. 
Now this Foreskin of the Heart is Carnal and 
Worldly Love, together with Enmity againſt 
God and his Law. Cry to the Lord according 
to his good Word of Promite to. mortifie the 
one, and ro ſubdue the ather : And that he 
would give you a new Heart and Nature, cauſe 
anew Light to ſhine that may manifeſt his glo- 
rious Goodnels in the Face of Chriſt, and & 
direct your Hearts into the Love of himſelf, 
If hebe truly loved, he will be the more wil. 

lingly obeyed ; and truly his Precepts are wor- 
thy to be loved too; the better they are kepr, 
che more truly excellent are thoſe char keep 
them. And themſelves are kept in more per- 
fect Peace. The Pſalmiſt ſays, My Soul hath 
hept thy Teſtimonies, and I lovethem exceedingly, 
Pfal. 119. 167. and no wonder, for he had 1aid 
before, v.165. Great Peace hawe they that love 
thy Law, and nithing (hall offend them. __ 
Lora, 
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Lord, ſuch a_ Law deſerves Love, and Love 
will ſ{weeren Service, it will not count this Ser- , 
vice tedious, bur mightily incline the Heart to 
Perfeverance in its Duty. ' - Hs 

"5. Ler your Fear and Awe of the Lord's Ma- 


jeſty, when you attend upon him, be joyn'd 


with an Hope in his Mercy. If Fearand Hope 
are thus joyned rogether, as you will be the 
more encouraged in God, fo God will rake the 
more Pleaſure in you: For the Lord takes Pleg- 
ſure in them that fear him, and 1n thoſe that hope 
in bis Mercy, Pſai. 147. 11. The Mercy of God 
is magnified in his Word, on purpoſe that 
Hope may be raifed, and rife (till higher and 
ht:her. This Lord on whom you ought to at- 
rend, is rich in Mercy ; His merciful Krnuineſs 


#4 great, Pal, 117.2, He has Mercy, not upoa 


the - account of 'Merirt in Man, bat becauſe he 
will have Mercy, Rom. 9. 18. And how often 
is ic faid, Pſal 136. that his Mercy endures for 
ever ! Here is a large and firm Foundation for 
Hope to build on. And if your Hope be not 
preſumptuous, but ofa purifying Nature ;. you 
may from ſach a merciful Lord; confidently ex- 
pect that Grace, and thoſe good things you 
need in time:And when:yonr ſhort time 1s atan 
end, rhe beft things of all unto eternity. 

{ have done wich theſecond Dottrine. 


DoR. TI. Icome now to the third and laſt 
Doctrine, which I principally defign ro infift 
on, That Attendance npon the Lord fhanld be with- 
out Diftratien. *Tis not only Apoſtacy from 
the Faith, and che Practice of Religion, __— 
ne 
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the Apoſtle bids us to take heed of, which isa 
more grols departing away from God ; but he 
cautians. againſt any Wirchdrawings of Heart 
from that Lord with whom we have to do. 
Therefore in a time of Diſtreſs and Perſecuti. 
on, be prefers a {ingle State before Wedlock 
not rhat Marriage 1n it ſelf conſidered, has any 
thing of Sin in it, for 'tis honourable in all ; 
not that a ſingle State in it ſelf has any thing of 
Holineſs, but becauſe the Cares that attend 
Marriage, are apt to diſtract the Mind, and to 
hinder the things that belong to the Lord, from 
being cared for as they -ought and-might. be. 
Indeed in the Context there is a. plain Tntimati- 
on, that 'tis a great part of Chriſtian Prudence, 
ſo to order our ſecular Atairs, and to make 
choice of ſuch a Condition of Life as may be 
moſt (ubſervient to our Ipiritual Deſigns, and 
may leaſt interfere wich our main Buſineſs, 
which is the Lord's Service, that that may be 
done without Diſtraction. They are pronoun- 
ced to be the bleſſed ones, who keep God's Teſts. 
mmontes, and that ſeek him with the whole Heart, 
Pal. 119. 2. And fince the whole Heart muſt 
ſeek him ; the Thoughts, the Aﬀections, the 
all of the Heart muſt atrend upon him, nothing 
of the Soul mult be abſent or withdrawn. The 
Prophet ſpeaks of the Hearts exgaging to ap- 
proach unto God, Fer. 3o. 21. For wyo 1s thes 
that engageth his Heart to approach unto me ? Hatth 


the Lord. That the Heart may be thus engaged - 
for God ; it muſt be diſengaged from other 


things, and all chat is within it roo, muſt be'@- 
 gaged to approach to him. When Moſes ape 
| the 
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the Children of Tfael were'to go into the Wil- 
derneſF/to- ſerve -rhei Lond + They twent with 
thetr youlne and olM," with their Floths and their 
herds, there was" not 4 Hoof left behizz#l; Exod. 
10, 26/-And: when -we' [ eo! ſerve out God, 
we ſhonld go'wich' our all'? No Powet of 'our 
Souls ſhofald/ be exempted; not fo mucty as a 
Thought ſhould be left behind. 


Ia the hahdling of this Dodrine l "A 

Firſt, tell you what DiftraZon in "tend ug 
ion Goats; DDS 

Secondly, What is 3-rv dttend won Lore 
mithoitt- Diftpaion.” 0"! * 

Thirdly, Aſſign'the Reiſens why, with ſich 
_ we par re Det of Diftrattion i ſerving 


Anſw wy the: fourels ary ſome. 1 of 
Gnſcience about thiſe Diſtra8ions B17. 3 
Fifthly,” wake Application. SULEER 
C3 2IPOVL | 
In the Giſt plave Tar to: rel you: aka D;- 
fration- is 'atirnding "'wpon God 1s. "Tis the 
firſt Srep ro" the Cure, to know our--Diſeaſe, 
and ro have a right Senſe of "it. Several os 
re here 0 he premiled. ; » J3 1c. 
Difttation i is the Eat of the Hi: 
That deceitful- and wicked'thing 3 how many 
Faults has it'! And how ofren does it wi ithdraw 
when'we hve to do with God, flying" as Fab 
frong yis* Preſence! arid being any where but 
where tt' ſhbuld be !” Indeed (omerimes rhisDj- 
ſtracigpn does bur too vilibly and ſcandUouſly 
i, appear 
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OY 
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appear by unneceflary Whiſperings, by Saluta- 
ppear by y perings, by S | 


 t10ns when Perſons are in God" ary. and 


Service, by the wandring of the Eye, and | 


other irreverent Carriage and Behaviour in the 
time of Worſhip :. Theſe, ; when . ordinarily 
allowed, are plain Indications, thiat. the Heart 
is not in God's Work, -and which is. worle, 
cares not to be engaged therein : And how 
blameworthy then 1s it / It is the Heart which 
fooliſhly departs from the Lord. Ir is not-(o 
right and ſtedfaſt with him as ic. ſhould be. 
Pſal. 78.8. 4 Generation that ſet not their Heart 
aright, and whoſe Spirit. was not ſtedfaſt with 
God; has a Brand fet upon them, that we may 
take heed of being like chem. 
_ 2. Diſtraction is a Fault. that 2s avoſt. caſely 
zncurred ;, as the Leaves of ſome Trees waver 
with the leaſt ſtirring of the Wind, ſo the 
Mind of Maa is apt to waver, and diſcover its 
natural Inſtabilicy, when Corruption ſtirs with- 
10, or Satan endeavours to put the Heart into 
Diſorder. How far may the Hearr, if it be 
not ſtrictly watched, ſtart of a ſudden !. es far 
as the Eaſt is from the Weſt! nay, as far as 
Earth 1s from Heaven ! 'Tis natural ro the 
Soul to lift up it {elf ro Vanity. © This is inti- 
mated plainly by the Pſalmiſt, when he de- 
ſcribes the acceptable Artendant-on God to 
be one. that hath not lift up his Soul to Vanity, 
Pſal.24.4. By Vanity we may underſtand Idols 
which are called by that Name; or the Vani- 
. ties of this World,which the Heart is: ſo prone 
togad,; and rove after, even when Duries of 


" the greateſt-Importance are performing; and 


which 
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which ought to be performed with the greateſt 
Fixedneſs of Thought, and Scriculnels im 1i- 


 nable. | 


3. The longer the DiſtraFion 1s, it 15 the 
worſe, - A Heart which is truly good. and ho- 
neſt, may be ſeized on by DiſtraQion before 
it is aware, The evil one may ſtep into 
the Charior and begin to drive it away from 
God 3 deceitful Sin may ſuddenly ariſe in the 
Soul, and begin to diſturb and defile it: But 
when this is quickly obſerved, and the wake- 
ful Conſcience checks the Heart, and the up- 
right Heart is glad of the Admonition, and 
preſently checks it ſelf, and immediately re- 
turns ro its Lord, and to its Work and Duty : 
Satan miſſes his Aim, and the Dury ſhall not 
be loſt. The Soul which follows hardeſt after 
God,may ſometimes ſtumble; but ifaſſcon as 
'tis down, "tis up- again, .and runs . the faſter : 
This running will not be in vain. 

But when DiſtraRion continues for a great 
while, it argues the Conſcience is not fo vigi- 
lent and faichful as ir'ſhould be, in that it does 
not corre&theſe vagrantThou hes which come 
into.the Mind. There is a Fault alſo in the 
Heart,. that ir can fo patiently endure, ſuch 
vain Gueſts to lodge in it for fo long a time be- 
fore they are turned out of doors. The Pſal- 
miſt ſays, that h:s Spirit made diligent Search, 
Pal 77.6. A Spirit that does ſo will. quickly 
take notice of theſe roving Imaginaticns y.and- 
there is an. endeavour to thruſt themour alloon 
35 they are found out : But if there.1s 4.Car 
leſlneſs, and too great a Connivance at thi 
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Wandtings3 'rhough the Sqw-may not be quite” 


dead in' Sins Fyer-thet&is much of a Spiritual 


Lethargy and Sleepineſs, which i is the Image of: 


ſpiricoal Death. 


4. Tf DrſtraQtions in holy Duries are ordlin: 


nr allowid 'of, they argae” the Heart tot" right 
- with God, When the Heatrt'is conſtantly *hb- 
ſent from Ordinances, / ard does not'cire t< be 
better inclined and diſpoſed to chem; wheti'ft' 
willingly 3s; at Mammon's and Satan's Coifs 
mand, eventhen when-the'Body draws = 
to- God; and there: is a Loop 'honour and 
vice giveti'to him 5 this argues plainly & 

che Heart-is nnrenewed; and remains! Mong 
ted and eſtranged fromthe Lord! -!The Here 
muſt needs'be {till eartjel gnd-wicked, ahg'Bn- 
mity againſt God; rhat15'lFke the eyesof Fools itt 
the End of the Exel! Prev. 17, 24. When 
things above (ould be Nees x ang ' Hewrien 
ſrould be muaed. \ 

Theſe things being vierkiſed, I tral telly 1yoi 
what Diftratron tn atienarng upon, Goa wy it 
in ee Panticulers. 

, The Heart is diſtratet] in this: Arcei- 
dane, when ts Thanghts.' ave inpertznent” #yd 
VN, Theſe kind of Thonghts _ wel * 
calted. E220, for they 2re-many.- ner 
5h e. ce Mlotes inthe Sun, or os Bats & Fig 

ON 2 rany Day, 16numer of 
Shbver about the Minds ff Te 


| Ys engage in holy Duties, and... 
22; trade; chey arenot'k Ty 


by firit Guard, But where th 
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that ewUETY. lagination of the: Thowutbts: of Þis | 
Heart,\ was only evil; continually, Gen;b, 5alt 
Thoughts ate evil contwrually, they-dagecete 
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Imperteency, is not the ſmalleſt part, of .thj 
Vamty.; Vain Man is compared +to;-a HY 
Aſs Galt, Job 11.12. The Sillineſs.. of 


+ * & +4 * 


2. The Heart is diſtrafted, whe 1m ,rehg1- 
ous Duties its Thoughts are wicked and wile. 
Our-Lord who! well knew what «7 1m Man, 
tells.us, Mat. 15.19. Out of the Heart of Mar: 
proceed evil Thaughts, Theſe are the firg-ad 
Offipring, and the greateſt Wickedae(s that is 
acted ; Ew with them : How great *Wwas 

Vickedneſs upon Earth!: WhencGad faty 


3 
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to be evil, when Duties of' Religion are en: 
gaged in. When proud 'Thoughts, or wanton 
filthy Thoughts, or worldly Thoughts, or 
envious, malicious, and revengeful Thoughts, 
or any other wicked Imaginations have place 
in the Hearr : Theſe, as Swarms of noiſome 
. Flies, corrupt Mens Services, and make their 
Sacrifices unto God tro- become abominable, 
By theſe the Mind does not only wazder from 
God, but 1s alienated and eftranged from him, 
The Heart is in Hel, while the Eyes are look- 
ing up to Heaven, and the Tongue is ſpeaking 
to the God that dwells there. When a Man 
with an Heart full of ſuch finful Thoughts ap- 
proaches ynto God 3 how Joathſome muſt he 
needs be unto his pure and- piercing Eye! 
The' Lord beholds and knows him afar of, 
Pal. 138.6. And indeed, what Fellowſhip 
can there be between Holineſs and Pollution? 
 Trs much more unbecoming and dangerous for 
ſuch an one to approach the Preſence of God, 
than ic would be for the fouleſt Leper, with 
the naſtieſt Garments, ro come before- the 
greateſt Emperor * upon the Face of the 
Earch-> | | 

"* 3. The Heart is diſtracted in attending on 
God. When helliſh Injetions are entertained, 
Saran ſheweth his deep and inveterate Enmity 
againſt. God, in theſe blaſphemous Inje&ions, 
and he creates a very troubleſome Diſtur- 
bance to us in the Lord's Service 3 he has fiery 
Darts whereby he does endeavour to cauſe 
Hell Fire in our Conſciences, by diſpairing 
Agonies arid” Horrours : And blaſphemous 


Thoughts 


TY "Me FO_Y _ = cs. hs i. ths ” 


n- 
1 
Yr 
$S 
* 
"e 
Ty 
[of 
m 
N, 
6. 
W 
n 
Pp 


4AznRac Ae gngz 


<wethour Diftrattiom, 51 


Thoughts/ are like fiery- Bombs - which- he 
ſhoots,into our Souls z to put us into Diſorder 
in our Duties , and utterly ' out:of 'Frame. 
Sometimes this wickedly bold and foul and 
wretched Spirit will give the vileſt Names to 
the bleſſed God, which are-given tothe worſt 
of Men. Sometimes he will ſay that divine 
Favour and Fury are both contemptible,: and 
as if he were a mere Idol, that 'tis not in him 
to do good or todo evil, Zeph. 1. 12. whereas in- 
deed penal Evils are all from him. Amo. 3.6. 
Shall there be evil in the Gity and the Lord hath 
zot done it ? And the Pſalmiſt tells, P/al. B: 5. 
He loves Reghteouſneſs and Fudgment, the Earth 
7s full of the Goodneſs of the Lord, 

Sometimes Satan will deny the Providence 
of God, and fay, how doth Goa know ? And is 
there Knowledge 1n the moſt high ? As if he did 
not regard Men or their Ways; but that all 
things in this World fall out, either according 
to blind Chance, or faral Neceflity ; whereas 
the Pſalmiſt, with great Force and Evidence 
of Reaſon argues, Pſal. 94.9, 10. He that 
planted the Ear, ſhall he not hear ? He that form- 
ed the Eye, ſhall he not ſee ? He that teacheth 
Man Knowledge, ſhall not he know ? Nay, 
ſomerimes this evil one, though himſelf be- 
liewes a God, and trembles before him, yer 
will inje& atherftrcal Thoughts, and confidently 
deny the very Berag of a God, that he may dif- 
courage all Religion and Application to him : 
Whereas the Heawens declare the Glory of the 
Lord, and as the Light of the Sun #5 evident, 


& it is evident there is a God, by whops that 


L 4 Sun 
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- nl Pas made , and. all - things- viſthle- be- 


Finally;this JyineSoiric wil bear | in with great 
Violence', #lſphemons, Faiſboans af inſt - the 
Worad::aud Goſpel of. "Jes f Tf. Chri Was 
manifeſted.to *efroy the, Works, of 1 the, wil, 
andthe Devil will enceavour to hinges the 
H/ard-of Ghrift: from being. believe #1 hot hough 
God:himſelf did bear witneſs tot rah 
this Word, both with Signs. and oniders, bo 
with divers Miracles and Gyftsof the Holy,G hoſ, 
accoraing to his own Will Heb.2- 4-.20d m2i70- 
culo; Operations of Grace ceale not to this Day, 
When a #imd. Mird is made to ſee; when an 
Heart of Stone is turned into an Heart of Fleſh; 
when'ithe dcad in $1 ' are made:-alswe. to, God, 
and: Righteouſneſs is their Practice, . and their 
Converſation is in Heavenz: all this ſhews a de- 
wine Efficacy in che/Word,-and its divine Au- 
thoriry, and moſt certain Truth. - ; 114 

Thude hellifh Inje&ions -muſt, by no means 
have an andifturbed; Abode, in the Mind 4, for. if 
they have, chey will cut.the Stews of all relige- 
ous Endeavrurs: They will dap the 4ffeftions, 
dead the Heart, and eat out all manner. of gracs- 
2s Ioclinations and Purpoſes. ' Theſe blabe- 
mous Injeftions ſhew that there is 2 Devil, tor 
even Nature, as bad as it is. will riſe againſt 
ſome vile Thoughts, which he caſis in, and.bg 
is an Excxiy tb God, tO: Raghtrowſmeſs, tO- the 
Souls of Men, and ds great.a Lyar as an Ene: 
my ; therefore he is nor at. all to be-credired, 
Du his W icheane(s, aud. E alihogg to be he abineecg. 


4. The | 
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.. 4, The, Heart isdi ed, when age its 
Thagbts are good, pgs wnſeaſonable. ' A good 
Thonghe Docyncs a bad one, when tis enter- 
tained at.,a time. that 1s: not proper for it. If 
when we are confeſſing SIN, A Thought,: good 
for the matter of ic, ariles that þ uiterly atten, 
that :draws::the Mind; away from thinking 

of Sin,,.and that has #o. Texgency to humble and 
break the. Heart for x1: This Thought; by_ its 
Un ſeaſggableneſs, , becomes evil. If when we 
are Pericioning.. for\,Mercy,..a good' Thought 
ſ:ould intrude, and make, ps forger what we 
Ire GOunGs and ,Fe: peither, mind. PUR we Gs 
«king, nor to whom WEAare! 3NS. 21. gOOC 
Thought in'this Caſec A Pup Diſtra&- 
on +: Solomon ſays, that every. thing is beauts- 
ful tn its time, Ecclek; 3,.1t.. 4, Word ſpoken in 
due ſeaſon, how good 15 it ', And. as Woxds, ſo 
Thoughts are the. better .the more ſealonable 
they are., If the ſubcle Serpent. can? Giyere 
the Mind from the Daty. performing, -by bad 
Thoughts, he will endeavoyr to doit by good 
ones. If when hearing:the Word preached, 
we. fall a reading; the Seripture to our ſelves, 
or our Minds are upon a Prece of @ Sermon” hat 
we heard.at another time; and che Teucts thar 
are propounding, and the Duties that are pref- 
ling, are not. at al) regarded : AJas, we are 
bur too. much like the very bigh- way, ground, 
and the Seed is catched away afſoon as fown.. 

'*'F.. The Heart is diſtazQed hes tbe Mind 

a 


and Judgment are ſa carnal ang pervaried, as to 


eſteem earthly things 4 oy” ſairitgal and eternal 
When our Lord ſays, The Lig 


t of ghe' Body ts 
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the Eye, Mar. 6. 22. He intimates, that. what 
the Eye is to the Body, the Judgment is to the 
Sou!, and indeed to the whole Man : If the 
Judgmear be reRified, and apprehends things 
aright, the a&tings of the Soul will be the bet- 
ter; but if the Judgment be darkened, and does 
not diſcera between Truth and Falſhood, 'be- 
tween good andevil, between Subſtance and 
Shaddows, the Sou! muſt. needs wander away 
from God, and toe it ſelf quickly. When the 
Judgment is perverted, there is a very wicked 
DiftraFion of Mimd, for the Judgment gives 
Sentence againſt God, and for the Creature, 
as if a Portion tn this Life were more worthy to 
be choſen, and ſecured than an Inheritance that 
zs eternal. Tt was faid ro the rich Man in Hell, 
Son, remember thou mm thy life time receiveaſt thy 
good things, Luke 16. 25 They are called his 
good things, becauſe his miſtaking Mind appre- 
hended them to be the good things 1naced; and 
the beſt things of all, were not in his Jude- 
ment ſo good as theſe. How can the natural 
Man chuſe but be diſtracted in all his Duties he 
performs to God, fince his darkened Mind 
thinks ſuch Duties unproficabie, and rhat the 
things of God are Fool;ſhneſs,1Cor.2.14.The natu- 
yal man recerveth not the things of the Spirit of 
God, for they are Foaliſhnefs untobim, neither can 
be know them becauſe they are ſpiritually dif- 
cerned. . 

6. The Heart is diſtracted, when the Will 
and AﬀeFions withdraw from God and faſten up- 
8n Panity : A #4, vin berno paſt, no 
wonder that a fooliſh Choice is made. This 
is 
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55 20 ill diftraRtion indeed : When the Biaks of 
theWill crarns away from God,and it refuſes to 


be ſabjt&t.to him, though the beſt Lord, and 


cares. as little to enjoy him as to obey him. 
The Lord obſerved and complained of this. 
Pſal.$1.11, My People would none of me. He 
offered -no lefs than himſelf to them ; who is 
{infinitely defirable, who was fo alſufficiene 
and able ro fulfil cheir Deſires, in whom the 
trueſt Delight was to be found, yet this great- 
eſt and beſt Offer was.contemned. And when 
the Heart and Aﬀections are thus denyed to 
God, how are. they beſtowed ? Pleaſures are 
loved more than God, and even in his Houſe, 
and when there is an external Service yielded: 
the Heart goeth after its Govetouſneſs,Ezek.33. 37. 
There is a Greedineſs afcer Gain no hungring 
and thirſting after Righteouſneſs : Iniquity, 
though ſo hateful and hurtful,is regarded in the 
Heart, but there isno m_— unto God there. 
How can there be a worſe D:ftraF1on, than for 
the Heart to forſake Fullneſs and Goodneſs ic 
ſelf, and to embrace and fix upon meer Empti- 
neſs and Evil ! In this Diſtra&ion there is 
Phrenzy in the higheſt Degree. 

7. The Heart is diſtrafted, when carnal ſeif 
and intereſt in attending upon God, t the great 
end deſigned. The end is that which direds 
an action 3 and the eye and heart of him who 
acts, is upon the end which he purſues. If the 
end be wrong, the ation cannot be right. 
Without a ſincere aim, no religious N_—__—_ 
ſincerely be performed. Now if we look no 
higher chan our carnal ſelves, in thoſe Services 
we 


we-pretend to do for God, -our Glfih' defien 
will be ja our Thoughts, and diſtraCt them: 


Acceptance with God, and che Enjaymear of 
him, will not be at all minded. 'The Captives 
ja-Babyloz were: blamed in their Faſting and 
Mouraiag, that God. was not; m their ;Eye; 
his Approbation, : his, ;Glory- got -regarded. 
Zach.'7; 5. Did ye at a faft unto ms; even uny 
awe? They minded returning to apa; more 
than returning to God and to their Dutp.. If 
indeed we are truly ſelfiſh, God. will nor be 
angry--with us 5 for there is an inſeparable con- 
nexion between God's-Honour,, and our truef 
znterefft. When we ſeek, and eye bins woſt,. we 
aſt: truly eye and ſeek our ſelves :- God: has' the 
higheſt Honour from us, when we look far the 
tizhet Happineſs in him, and love him for 
bimfelf, and delight in him and bleſs and mag- 
Nifie liimpo ecerairy. But when God himſelf 
15804 our end; but his Service is made ule of, 
that we may the becter bring abour our earth- 
ly aad worldly deſigns and projets: Our Dy- 
ries then are Hypocrtfre and Diſtra#ion, Such 
were thoſe whom the Prophet fo ſeverely tax- 
ed. Jer: 12 2. Thos. art wear, . O Lord, #3 
their Mouths, and-far from ther Reins, They 
gave good. words, but their Hearts were far 
9ff from that God £a whom they ſpake : It was 
qutward. Prolperity and Plenty, which they 
ſopght ; and this Plenty and Proſperity was 
naft wickedly abuſed-  ;j; oe nl ago 
© 3, The Hearts diftrated, when the wor 
$&7 farastd 1s 1+{(-worſhip of, Max's In:yention, 
i8ipfGaad's Ioftiiutgn, How can chere chal 
a; + but 
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Lit be Dif#aF101,, if there be: a watdring our 
of the Way in which he has appointed us::20o 
ſerve him ? The Jews of old were very cul- 
pable-if this reſpe&t- | 1/a;29. 13. Their: Flay 
towards me; ays God, is taught by the Protzpte of 
Mes:W her Man afpired\to: be ike moto God 122 
Wiſdom, he deprived hinelf of the Knwilcdes 
of God, andigrew' 4#dt9uanieu 11th bis Wt, 
{6 thatthe'isucterly unfit cobe his own Inflecs 
cer th Relipion ; there-is # neceſſity of a:;Reot- 
lation from Heaven, that God 'miay bb known; 
and the #ght(way of ferving/him: nay» be' wes- 
derſt&od;* *The ws mtr ncd ok 
Grueltsz5 have been practigs under 'the: ; 
Devotion; wilien Man'tras:bten conmiving hovr 
God ſhontdbe ſerved.: Nay, Wil-woafimw 
condemned bythe Apotte, mhough/therebe me- 
ver Tor great s ſhew of Wiſaons and —— 
neglelt ij of 2he Body, Gol 3:23 - THdW%E Bf 
Godis'fodetertnine whatWorſhippleated hind; 
not the fall of Mars and Wharever:Monifies> 
tions afid Adfteriries forme may fancy (Godat- 
lows an honour and ſsttsfafiion to the fleſh;;as 
long as the 'Lufts REP fulfilled. Worthip 
that'isnot'of 'GodSTnftiturion; is meeridifira- 
Qionz- labobr'ro'no/ purpoſe;: unleſs It be foul 
purpoſe: ::When Gad:is reprefentedby-lma: 
ges, he 18 grofly miſrepreſented; the Gloryof = 
him- who'is' an 117077 ptable!tSpreit' is changed. 
Whet' other Mediarots in Heaven are madeade 
of, beſides that great ' High» Prieſt who 15 paſſed 
into- Heawen, Jehws the $9" of God, wort 
thip'beeomes carna);' ſinfu} and the!mitd5of 
the Worſhipper inſtead” of drawing abipeo 
209, 
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God, 1s diſtracted and drawn, away from 


\ 


In the ſecond placeI am totell you what it 
&s to attend upon the Lord without axftra31on. 

x1. To attend without diſtraQion, | is'to ſet 
God jaft before us, and our ſelves juſt, before God, 
When our Eye is fixt upon his Eye, and we 
behold him looking moſt ſtedfaſtly upon us, 
He ſearches the Hearts, and werghs the Spirits of 
the Children of Men. Noting gp ateape his 
finding out, for he knoweth the Setrets- of, the 
Heart, Pal. 44. 21. Doth not he'fee my ways? 
fays 7ob 3 not only the ways of . the Feet; but 
the ways and Workings of his very Soul, were 
open to God's View. We are all here preſent be- 
fare Goda, , ſays Gorneliws, Aﬀts 10.33: 1 have 
ſet the Lord always before me, ſays Dawid, Plal, 
16. 8. This is undiſtracted Attendance, when 
the Lord is ſtill kept in our views and. we 
keep and behave our ſelves as juſt 'under the 
—_—_ of the all-obſerving Eye of his Ho- 

els." . | | 

2. Toattend without diſtraction, is to have 
r:1ght apprehenſions of God, whom we attend upon. 

d isa Spirit, and as ſuch he muſt be appre- 
hended when we worſhip him; that we may 
wor (hip him tn ſpirit and tm truth, and that our 
Conceptions of him may be ſpiricual, and fu- 
table unto his ature, As he is without Paſ- 
frons, which Men are ſubject to, ſo without 
thoſe bodily parts which Men have. Indeed 


metaphorically, Eyes, and Hands, -and Feet, . 
and Heart are in Scripture aſcribed unto Gods 


but 
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| bat by-thele is:ignified, his Knowledge; his 
Working, his An and neg 'be 


his 
Willand Pleaſure. We muſt cakebeedofen- 
tertaining groſs Izea's and Images in our Minds 
concerningGod, Act.17.29.We ought notre think, 
fays the Apoſtle, that the Godhead 1s like unto 
Gold, or Selver, or Stone graven by artor Man's 
device. Such kind of Repreſentations are 'y 
improper of him, who not only fills the 
but the Heawen of Heawens carnot comtatambim. 
Our worſhip is diſtraction, and the heart is 
drawn. away from God unto a\meer Vanity and 
Iaol, if God is conceived in the {zkeneſs of any 
Greatwre. i Tiow ſeverely are the Gerteles cen- 
ſured, and how dreadfully. were they:puniſh- 
ed, and-left to their vile Lufts and Affeiions, 
to diſbanour their own Boazes, becauſe they glo- 
r:fied pot. God as Gad, .but changed his Glory in- 
tothe Image of corruptible Greatures { Rom. 1. 
21,22, 23. Becauſe that when they knew God, 
they. glorefied him not as God, neither were thank- 
ful,..but became vain in their imaginations, and 
their fooliſh heart was darkned ; profeſſing thems- 
ſelves to.be wiſe they became Fools, and:changed 
the Glory of the tncorruptible God, into an Image 
made like to corruptible Man, and to Bryas and 
fourfooted Beaſts, and creeping things. 

In our Attendance upon God,we muſt think 
of him, as an 1ncomprebenſible Spirit, of infinite 
Wiſaow,' Power, Truth, Holineſs, Mercy. and 
Goodneſs $\ready 1n Ghrift to recerve returning 
Sners, but full of arſpleaſure agarnſt thoſe that 
£001 fil tn thetr Treſpaſſes- God muſt be be- 


|| lieved co be Ore, yer in-the Unity there is a 


Trinity. 
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lzG bot.'i1 AMazianten an ancient Greek: Pather; 
thus exprefles his apprehienſions: of: God; 'wheti 
hecamero worthip him: :'1 «x: rot: able, (ays 
hez..to. epprehend Ong bat 'Þ: an. preſently ftriath 
with the\brightneſsof\ Thres.s" 1 am notable to di. 
Bingthſh Uree, bat aw2- preſently broughtback id 
Ove gat... 'Reguiater\your Apptebenſions of 
God dy that Revelatom he has made v{him- 
felf inhis own Word-rand: pry no: fartherithn 


© whatis written, chart youimay qualiftyaitedly 


worſhip Gd himſelfy.and riot the\ from: of your 
imaginatron-infteud:of bm > bor Nv 
-::3, 'To-attend wichour- diſtraction, .*1mplies 
the greateff 17tention uf mend. As albthe Lines 
from) the circumferdnte-of a: Circld;'meer to- 
gether:111 one point: 'of: che .Centers.ſ0.;the 
Thoughts of che. Mind dhbuld center upoy God, 
2nd ths Duty that is done.to- him; +Godiſhohld 
be. ſo-mmded, as. thar all other things ſhould 
cc of mind. Though che Sonl1s'\united t6 
Body; yet it ſhontd-be-in 2 ſexſe ſeparated, 
as rifen withChriff, and:with him afcended,and 
ſutting tt. heavenly-plases;; Eph: 2. 6, And hath 
ratfed us:up together, -anawade us fit together in 
heaveniyÞlaces tn Chriſt. Fefus,: How intent up- 
on God, aad his Pratfes are.the Sperits of Faſt 
Men: made perfe# ! And the Spirits: of Saints 
Militanc thould 7»#tare-thoſe thatiare Trium- 


* phant:.+-Ic is Roried of . that famous Mathema- 


tician- Archimedes, that when: Syracuſe was ta- 


ken by Marcellm,: he wasſo intent'i4n making . 


Figures -upon'the ground; that he 'mindednor. 


the caking of the Ciryz:and'was flain by vob l 
\ E k 1er 


2 concernedneſs of Spirir, as if we ſaw. the 
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dier that knew not who he was 3 for Marcellus 
had given a Commandment to fave him. If 
ſuch a danger could' nor diſturb che inteation 
of Archimedes, for the ſaving of a Gtty, the 
laving of a Soul, does juſtly challenge 2 
_ intention inevery Duty we perform to 

od. 
4. To attend without diſtra&ion, implies the 
higheſt concernedxeſs of Soul, Faith ſhould be 
{trong, and conſtrain the Mind to be ſerious ; 
things inviſible ſhould be repreſented fo ewr- 
aent and ſubſtantial, as if they were moſt viſt 
ble and apparent. God ſhould be addreſled, as 
if he appeared to us as he did to Abraham ; as 
if he taiked with us, as he did tothe Children 
of Iſrael from Mount S:zzat ; With bumbleneſs 
of Mind, and felf-abaſement, conſidering our 
diſtance, guilt and vileneſs : we ſhould cry 
out, Let pot the Lord be angry 1f we tntreat the 
foretveneſs of Sin, and that our Souls may live be- 
fore him * Now we ſhould ſtir up our ſelves and 
take hold of God, Ila. 64. 7. Now his Strength, 
and his Son, and his Covenant may be laid 
hold on ; within a lictle while, it may be too 
late, and impoſſible ro do it. We ſhould be 
concerned in all Duries, and perform them 
with ſuch a ſolicicous care, as if we ſaw toe 
Dart of the laſt Exemy ready to pierce ws, and 
the Grave open for us; as if we ſaw the Jadge 
upor: the great white Throne, and all both ſmall - 
and great ſtanding before God, and the Books . 
opened, that they might be judged according to 
their Works, Rev. 20, 11, 12. There ſhould be 


Work 
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World in a flame, Hell naked before us, and we 


beheld the flaſhings of eternal fire, as if we faw 
Heaven opened, and all that Glory that 45 there, 


Weight, and Worth, and Neceſlity command - 


 Concernednels ; now when we attend on God, 


we draw nigh to. him about chofe things that. 


are of molt abſolute neceſſity, and of the 
greateſt worth and weight imaginable. 

5. To attend without. diſtraction implies, 
the fulleſt bent and inclination of heart ; there 
muſt be 1ntenſivum welle, a ſtrong propenſion 
of the Willrowards God, and this is expreſſed 
by longing, by panting, Pfal. 42. 1. As the Hart 
panteth after the Water-brooks, ſo panteth my ſoul 
after thee, O God. *Tis the Lord himſelf that 
thus determines the Will cowards himſelf; 
and this he doth without compultton ; for he 
alters the Nature and Inclination of it, fo that 
the Will being 2zage free by Divine Grace, y- 
ſes its /:berty arzeht, and chuſes God as zts end, 
and the way of hes Tefttmonies. Such an end, 
ſuch a way is moſt worthy to be choſen. The 
Heart now deſigns and delires the 1njoying 
Fellowſhip with God, as infinitely more valu- 
able than all other Ecjoyments. And this full 
bent of the Heart, mightily fixes its; fo that 
the fream of the Aﬀ+tons 1s kept the better in 
ove unatuvided Ghanuel : When the Pfalmilſt 
ſaid, there was zene on Earth he defired beſides 
God,it plainly ſhewed; that his deſire after God 
ſwallowed up his defire after worldly things; 
and when he ſays, Whom hawe 1 in Heaven 
but God ! He ſignifies that re ſhould not count 
Heaven it felf to be Heawen indeed, without 
the Enjoyment of God there. - 

6, 10 
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6. Toattend without diſtration, implies 4 
ſincere care to pleaſe the Lord 1# that attendance, 
his Approbattion being principally minded, Man's 
good thoughts and word, are more eaſily gain- 
ed, but the Jew 17wardly, his praiſe 1s not of 
Max but of God, Rom. 2.29. And indeed all 
other Commendations are inſignificant, unleſs 
the Lord commandeth, 2 Gor. 10. 18. The un- 
diſtracted Arcendagt, ſtudies to approve him- 
ſelf ro God. Wirh what confidence does-Da- 
vid ſpeak before his all-diſcerning Judge, that 
he had walked tn his integrity, Pal. 26. 1. and 
Pfal. 17. 3. Thou haſt proved my heart, thou 
haft viſited me 1n the night : Thou haſt tried me, 
and (halt find nothing, He was not conſcious 
co himſelf of regarded fin, or of allowed guile 
and negligence in the Lord's Service : Care to 
pleaſe that God whom we ſerve, is aneceflzry 
ingredient in every Service that is acceptable: 
This care commanas the heart into the preſence of 
God, and keeps it there 3 and he loves to ſee 
Hearts before him, ſet oz him, and ſeekrng af- 
ter him. 

7. To attend without diſtraction, implies 
reſitrng all attempts to draw away the heart from 
God. Satan and Mammon will be knockeng at 
the Dosr of the Heart, while ris attending up- 
on the Lord, and the fleſh whrch Iufts againſt the 
ſpirit, will be apt to ſhew its treachery, and to 
opex the Door : Undiſtrated Attendants do 
uſe great Vigilancy. for they are full of Jea- 
louſte over themſelyes. They bid Satan toget 
hum behind them, for they afe worſhipping the 
Lord their God, and *tis wickedneſs and bold- 

2 neſs 
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neſs in him to diſturb them in the Lord's Sex. 
vice; and when the 4farrs of the World would 
crowd in upon them, they rep)y, They have 
ſome greater and more important affarrs to mind, 
and therefore thoſe worldly matters muſt be re- 
g2rded only at 2 conventzent ſeaſon. Ar all times 
it ſhould be our care to keep unſpotted from the 
Horlds to k-ep our ſelves that the wicked one 
touch us n0t, 1 Joh. 5. 18, but this care ſhould 
be greateſt when our approaches to God are 
neareſt. For if the World and the God of ic 
thou'd all beſpatter and defile us, even while we 
re engaged in holy Ordinances, how uncomely 
would this be! How 1zexcuſatle thould we be ! 
How much atſrl-aſed would the Lord be ! 

8. To attend without diſtraction, implies 
refuſing to be arwverted from attenatng upon God 
without great nice{ſity. Indeed fince the Lord 
will kawe mercy and not ſacrifice 5 he will ex- 
caſe our attendance, when unavoidable neceſ. 
ſity, and the Mercy he requires us to ſhew, 
does Civerc us from its; bur Hearts that are 
truly gracious, are troubled when they are 
thus diverted. When our Lord adtnoniſhes 
his Diſciples to pray, that therr firght mrght net 
be in the Winter, nor on the Sabbath- Day, Mar. 
24. 20. he plainly intimares, that ro be ar urt- 
ea on the Yavbath, and ro be hinared from en- 
gaging in Orarances, ought ro be Iookt upon 
2S a ery great Afiition, Carnal Minds are 
glad of occafions that feem to jultitie their 0- 
mitton of Holy Duties 3 but ſanctified- and 
renewed hearts are otherwiſe minded; they 
ze {eniible that Worthip and Dury 1s owing 
l 
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the Lord, and that he is not benefited, but they» 
by giving it. The Farm, the Merchaxaiſe, and 
things of that nature cannot hinder their com- 
ing to the Marriage Suppzr. They are deaf to 
the per{waſlions of carnal Relations and Friends, 
who would draw them cft from Exerciſes of 
Religion. They know that t17e was giveu 
chem, not that chiefly they ſhould mind things 
temporal, but thoſe things that are inwiſible and 
eternal, To be far from God 15 the way to pe- 
rſh, "tis geoa, tis pleaſant, tis ſafe to be near 
him, Pal. 73.27. To be diverted from at- 
tending on the Lord, is to be diverted from 
the molt leſſed thing on earth, Pſal. 55. 4. 
Bleſſed 15 the Man whom thou chuſeſt, and cau- 
ſet to approach unto thee that he may awell tn thy 
Courts, we (hall be ſatisfied with the goodneſs of 
thy Blouſe, even of thy holy Temple. 

9. To artend without diſtraction, impiies 
avratng with God, and perſeverance in his yer- 
vice, The undiſtracted attendant, is ſtedfa(t 
in the Lord's Covenant ; his Bonds and Cords, 
are Bonas and Coras of love; and why ſhould 
2ny ſay, Let ws break theſe Bonas aſunaer, and 
caſt away theſe Gords from us ? They were good 
words, and they that ſpake them Werg 25, Of 
as their word, Jer. 50. 5. They ſpall 3k'the- 
way to Zion, with therr faces thitherward, ſay- 
ing, Come and let ws joyn our ſelves to the Lord 
in a perpetual Govenagt.that ſhall not be forgotten, 
This perperual Covenant ſhould be kept in 
everlaſting remembrance; and rhere is g00d 
reaſon for it, Pfal: 25. 10. All the paths of the 
Lord are mercy and truth unto fuch as keep his 

| M 3 Covenant 
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Covenant and his Tefttmontes. He that attends 
without diſtraction, ceaſes not to be an Ar- 
rendanr, bur perſeveres in his Lord's Service 
he takes care to have his Loyns girt about for 
ſpiritual Labour, h:s Light burning, for he is 
waiting and expecting his Lord's comimg. An 
ancient Father wiſhed when Chriſt came that 
he might find him, aut precantem aut pradican- 
tem, either Praying or Preaching. Every Chri- 
ſtian ſhould have a wiſh of this nature, that he 
may be found either praying, hearing, or pra- 
 tifing what he hears. Bleſſed are thoſe Ser- 
wants whom the Lord when he comes ſhall find ſo 
doing, Luke 12.43. 
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In the third place I am to aflign the reaſons 
why with ſuch care, we ſhould take heed of at- 
ftraftion 1n the Lord's Serwice : And theſe Rea- th 
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ſons ſhall be of two ſorts. | fa 
The firſt ſort ſhall be drawn from the evi! | to 
of diſtraction. he 
The ſecond ſort ſhall be drawn from the be- +: 
zefit of attending without diſtraction. G 


The firſt ſort of reaſons ſhall be drawn from | gr 
the ez] of diſtra&ion, and the evil of this I | E 
ſhall make manifeſt and apparent. 


. 1.]n diſtraction there is great irrewerence and | br 
contempt of God, Wherefore doth the wicked || {ay 
coutemn God ? ſays the Plalmiſt, Pal, ro. 13, | mi 
There isno reaſon he ſhould do its nay, there | th: 
is all the reaſon in the World to the contrary, | Go 
that he ſhould adore and ſerve him. The 
wicked contemn God by running away _ 
| 11M; 
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him, anda total neglect of his Service; but his 
Attendants contemn him when they make their 


| addrefles to him, if inſtead of offering /p:r1tual 


Sacrifices, they offer Affronts to God, and there 
is a ſpecial offes/rwveneſs in fo doing 3 therefore 
he proteſts that ſuch Service were a trouble to 
him, that he was weary to bear them, that his 
Soul hated them, Iſa. 1. 14. If a Man ſhould ad- 
dreſs an earthly : Potentate, - and inſtead of 
ſpeaking to the King, ſhould ever and anon 
talk to ſome inferiour Perſon that ſtood by, in- 
ſead of hearing the King, thould turn his Eye 
and his Ear away from him, and not mind a 
word he ſhould ſay; Royal Majeſty would 
look upon this as an Afﬀront inſufferable. 
But thus in diſtraged Duties, the King of 
Glory is treated, the M:zzd is upon the Grea- 
ture, and this and that and Yother worldly af- 
fair, when the Tongue is ſpeaking to the Grea- 
tour 5 and what he ſpeaks, the Ear many times 
hears not, and the Heart is farther off from 
hzeding : Thus what would not be done to a 
Gowernour, is done tothe higheſt,and beſt, and 
greateſt King, whoſe dreadful Name all the 
Earth ſhould ſtand tn awe of. 

2, In diſtraction there is a taking of God's 
IVame tn warn, the- third Commandment is 
broken, the Tranſgreſlors whereof, the Lord 
ſays, he well not hold guiltleſs, Exod. 20; 7. Thes 
may be called the fir# Commandment with 
threatning, as the fifth is ſaid to be the; fir 
GCommanament with promiſe: Far though in the 
ſecond Commandment mention is made of 
the Mercy of God, and of his Fealoufre, yet 
M 4 che 
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the one is provoked by rhem that hate God; 
the other is promiſed ro them that love him, 
and keep his Gommepaments z {lo that * Com» 
mandments 1x the» general are mentioned, -20t 
this particular Commandment ſpecified. To 
what purpoſe is a Duty performed, where d:- 
tration ts allowed? The Name of God is not 
hallowed but profaned, when it fours from rhe 
Lips, but the heart thinks rot of, nor ſan#ifies 
him whoſe Name it is. When diſtraction pre- 
vails, al] Ordinances are engaged in vain 3 nzy, 
there is not only a -2rſing of that bexefit that is 
promiſed unto 'ſerrows Engagers, but guilr is 
conrracted; and by ſuch arftrafed Dutzres, the 
aiftance becomes greater between God and the 
performers. Bernard complains, Altud- canta, 
aliud cogito: I ſing and pray one thing, and 
think another. And afterwards, Ve wthi quoni. 
am thi pecco ub1 peccata emendar? debeo, I com. 
mit faults, wo ts me! even in thoſe Duttes, by 
which my faults ſhould heamenaed. It was well 
he ſaid, Wo is me! Becaule of theſe diſtracti 
ons; elſe God would have ſaid, Wo to thee, be- 
cauſe of them. And indeed where rhey are 
not minded nor bewailed, the cafe is woful, 
God takes ir amiſs, and 1s very much diſplez- 
{ed. that fuch Hypocrires take his Name intv 
their Mouths. 

3. In diſtraction there is a ſirghtirg of eh 
the Advocate and Meniatour, Our Lord's Heart 
and Soul was in the Work of our Recempti- 
on 3 he was forward ro #dertake it, eb. 10. 
7, Lobcome ro do thy Will, O God, and as wil 
ling to fin:/þ it 3 therefore inchis greateſt Ago: 
nes, 
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nies, he ſaid, Vot my Will, but thine be done. 
His Hely W:ll, notwithſtanding the reluFancy 
of innocent Nature, perfectly ſubmits to his 
Father's Pleaſure, 7oh. 1 $1. The Cup which 
my Father giveth me to drink, ſhall I not arink 
it? How undiſtracted and fervent was our 
Lord in pray:zz for his Church, whom his Fa- 
ther had gzven him out of the World! And now 
he is 1n Heaven, his Hearr, and Thoughts, and 
Care, are upon, and for his Members Militant 
below: His interceſſion for them is inceflant; 
his Life ow 17 Heawen, is a Life of continual 
mnterceding s and the end of his interceſſion is, 
that the Bleſſings. he has purchaſed by his Suf- 
ferings may be beſtowed upon Believers, whom 
he iuftered for. Now whata Slight is put up- 
on this great High Prieſt, who is palled z2to rhe 
Heavens, where he 1s fo fer:0u6 to 12terceae, if 
weare not ſerious 17 petitioning ! If we hardly 
think what we are doing, when we are asking 
for thoſe Bleſſings which'it coſt him nor only 
ſtrong Cries and Tears, but his Blood and Life 
ro purchaſe ! They were zot ſmall things that 
the Blood of Ged was a price to purchaſe, They 
are riot ſmall things that a glorified-Redeemer is 
continually praying to the Father to beflow. It 
theſe things are ſcarce thought of, when we ack 
for chem, they are moſt finfully undervalued : 
Chriſt 41-:ſelf, his fulneſs, his ſatisfa&ion and 
interceſſion are deſpiſed altogether. 

4. in diſtraction there-is a grieving and 
wextie the Holy Spirit of God, by wot valuing 
his preffered aſſiffance, When Chriſt aſcended 
:zto Heaven and. was glorified there, he == 
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the Spirit fo abide with his Ghurch for ever. And 
one great work of the Spzr:t is toaid and aff 
34 742 0ur Supplications. He urges us to attend 
upon God, and is moſt ready to help us in that 
attendance. He is ready to fix our Minds, to 
incline our Hearts aright, to enlarge our De- 
fire, to make #nterceſſion for us, with groanings 
which cannot be uttered, Rom. 8. 26. He of- 
fers us his mighty Grace, which will enable us 
to pray prevailing]y, to hear profitably, and 
fruicfully co improve the Ordinances of God. 
But diſtracted Attendants, are a grzef and 
wexation to this good Sprrit, they had rather be 
without his help and grace than have it, They 
chuſerather to loſe all therr Duties by a wretch- 
ed heartleſſneſs and formality, than be aſſiſted to 
zake parns in theſe Duties, that they may fare 
the better for them for ever. bs 
5. In diſtraction there is an «anderwaluing of 
all promiſed Mercies and Bleſſings, which God ts 
ready to beſtow on them that ſerzouſly attend upon 
him. The Promiſes of the Goſpel are made 
by him whoſe fazthfulneſs newer farlsz and the 
ſurety of the New Teſtament ſtands engaged that 
chey ſhail be accompli{ped, if they are by a true 
and lively Faith applied. Theſe Promiſes are 
of things which we cannot be without, but 
we muſt needs be beyond conception milſera- 
ble ! Peace with God through Chriſt, and that 
Peace within, which pailes all. Xnaderftanding, 
Grace {ufficient to ſuccour, ſupport, ſtrengthen 
and eftablih ; the good . things of this Life, 
with a Ble://ing from Heaven upon them, and 
endleſs Bleſſeaneſs in the World to. on : 
ele 
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Theſe are the things that are promiſed 3 and 
who beſides God can make Promiſes fo ex- 
ceeding precious and fo great ? Now. in our 
attendance upon him, he would have us ex- 
pet what he has promiſed, for he keeps truth 
for ever, and what he has promiſed he ts able to 
perform, Rom. 4. 21. Diſtracted Attendants 
upon the Lord, look upon theſe Promiſes 
with a ſtrange Eye 3 they believe not the truth 
of them,: or are not perſwaded of the worth of 
them, and are very careleſs in pleading of 
them, and having no ſerious thoughts and de- 
fires after the promiſed Bleſſings, the threatned 
Curſes fall upon them. 

6. In diſtra&tion there is great careleſneſs of 
our ſelves, and of our main concerns, thoſe of our 
1mmortal Souls, In attendance upon God, our 
Souls are principally concerned. Now theſe 
Souls themſelves are of wore worth than the 
World, and ſo are the Bleſings we requeſt for 
them, and to be heartleſs and trifling here s 
what Apology can be made for it> What is 
come to the Soul of Man, that it ſhould be (0 
mindleſs of it ſelf! Thar it ſhould have fo few 
Thoughts about it ſelf! Diſtracted Daties, 
argue an 12differency what becomes of the 
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muſt needs cauſe a miſcarriage and ruine, ſince 
ſtriving to enter in at the ſtrait gate is neceſla- 
ry, Luk. 13. 24. and Heaven will be miſfs'd of, 
there be not an holy wiolence to take it, . In di- 
ſtrated Services Men put a «cat upon them- 
ſelves, they only ſee: to 747, and fo they will 
really miſs the prize; and in this Diſtra&tion 

| there 
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there is great Hypocrifie, which is moſt hateful 
to God, and which our Lord has denounced {6 
many Woes againſt, Mat. 2. Hypocrites Du- 
ties, are 2 moſt provoking Mockery ; and tho 
Hell will hawe all the Wicked at laſt turned into 
st, yet ina ſpecial manner 'tis called the portion 
of Hypocrites, as well as Unbelievers, Mar. 24. 
51, compared with Luk. 12. 46. TE 
7. Diſtraction expoſes us to Satan : Diſtra- 
&ed Attendants are Servants of the Lord only 
in ſhew, but Satan rs really ſerved and gratified 
by their Duties. They expoſe themleives to 
this Enemy both as an Accuſer, and a Temprey, 
When their Hearts are abjent from the Lord's 
Work, in which they engage, Sataz s Mouth 
& open againſt them, He boldly charged 7ob 
with being a Merc:nrary Serwant, and yet there 
was no ground for it, Job. 1. 9. Doth Job fear 
God for nou:ht ? But put forth thy hand now 
and touch what he hath, ana he will curſe thee to 
thy face, v. x1. Andif hecharged fo good and 
upright a Man without ground, ſurely he will 
be forward to accuſe when there is abundant 
ground for the Accuſation. See, will Satan ſay, 
how ſuch and ſuch do ſerve the Lord with Dates 
that are things of nought, and good for nothing. 
See how they mock the God of Heaven to his very 
Face, And upon ſuch diſtratted Service, as 
he is forward to be an Acculer,fo he has great 
advantage as a Tempter. Such Duties bring in 
no ſftrenzth from above to withſtand him. Nav, 
the Lord is provoked ro withdraw further; 
and thoſe whom God /cawes to themſelves, how 
eaſily does Satan lead them Gapiroe at his my 
re! 
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ſure ! All Strays are ſeized by the God of this 
World, how clofe ſhould we cleave to tr 
God of Heaven ! . 

8. Diſtraion is 2 great obſtruftion to the ef- 
ficacy and ſucceſs of Ordinances, It we pray as 
if we prayed not, ſhall we ſpeed ? If we hear 
as if we heard nor, ſhall we profit? Will 
doing the Work of the Lord deceitfully, be . 
encouraged by the vouchfafing of Grace, or 
rewarded with Glory ? Carefulneſs is one ef- 
fect and fruit of godly Sorrow, 2 Cor. 7. 11, For 
behold this ſelf-ſame that ye ſorrowed after a godly 
fort what carefulneſs it wrought 13 you: And as [ 
{2id before, rhis Carefulneſs is an :72gredzent in 
every acceptable Duty. The diſtracted Atten- 
aant has little care that God may be pleaſed ; 
he cares nor that Ordinances in the trueſt, in a 
{piritua] ſenſe,be beneficial ro him : God's An- 
ger therefore remains and abides upon bim ; 
nay, he grows more angry becaule of his neg- 
ligence : Ordinances Jeave him as they found . 
him, not af all more ſafe or better; nay, the 
Word not being a Saviour of Life to Life, 
proves a Saviour of Death to Death, 2 Cor. 
2, 16. *Tis fad to have the means of Sal- 
wation ineffectual to Salvation , but *ris worſe 
by theſe very means of Salvation being 6i- 
ſtractedly uſed, ro have Deſtruction pro- 
moted, 

Thus have I made apparent thoſe Evils that 
are in Diſtraction. 


The ſecond ſort of Reaſons ſhall be drawn 
from the benefit of attenaing upon the Lord with- 
out 
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out diftraFion, The benefit of ſuch kind of 
Attendance I ſhall make manifeſt. ; 

.1- Attenders without diſtraftion, ther 
Hearts are right with God, he is in Chriſt well 
pleaſed with them and with their ſerious Ser- 
vices- That which the Lord chrefly minds and 
calls for, it is their care to give to him; and 
that is cheir ery heart, The Lord rejoyceth in 
the habitable parts of the Earth, and his delights 
are with the Sons of Mex, Prov. 8. 31. The 
Sons'of Men that feek him, and whoſe Hearts 
are perfect with him. As the wicked Man 
himſeif is hateful, ſo the Sacrifice of the wicked 
& an abomination to the Lord, becauſe he never 
offers his Heart z God is not in his Thoughts 
even when he is offering Sacrifice to him, but 
the Prayer of the upright 1s his delight, Prov. 
15. 8. The Hearr-ſearcher ſees how his heart 
and his words agree together. The Lord is 
very much pleaſed to behold the Thoughts cal- 
led off from other things, becauſe He's pre- 
ferr'd before them all, to behold the Mind fix- 
ed upon himſelf, and the Soul with great vi- 
gour defiring his Grace, his Strength, and his 
Salvation, as that which is moſt worthy to be 
longed for. That's the Language of Heaven 
co ſuch an one, Cant. 2. 14. Let ave ſee thy 
Countenance, let me hear thy voice 5 for ſweet 1s 
thy worce, ard thy countenance 15 comely. 

2. Attenders without diſtraction draw very 
wear t9 God. And if 'tis {o good to draw near 
ro him, ir follows then, the nearer the better. 
There are ſome whom the Lord beholds afar 
off, thoſe whoſe proud and hard hearts were 

never 
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never truly humbled for fin, their iniquity is 


2 Wall of Partition berween God and them: 
When the Spouſe of Chriſt her ſelf was gi- 
ven to ſleep, though her heart waked,” and was 
loth and lazy in too great a degree in the ſeek- 
ing of her Lord, ſhe complains thus, My 6e- 
loved had withdrawn himſelf, and was gone, I 
ſought him but could not find him, I called him 
but he gave ane 20 auſwer, Cant. 5.6. But un- 
diſtracted attendance ſhews great diligence, 
vehemency of defire, and truth 17 the inward 
parts, and God is n1gh to thews that call upon hins 
;z truth z he isnigh ro them not in ſome things 
only, but 222 all that they call upon him: for, 
Deur. 4. 7. God is nigh, as one reconciled, as 
one nearly related, as a moſt compaſhonate 
and ready helper, as a ſure Shield and Buckler, 
as a full and all-ſuffcrent Fountarn, from whom 
mhatever is needed may be derived. 

3. Atcenders without diſtra&tion kzow #:!! 
»ore of God's, they come to be more intimatce- 
ly acquainted with'him, and that acquaintance 
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Job. 22. 21- Acquatzt now thy ſelf with him nd 
be at peace, thereby good (hall come to thee. To 
underſtand the Secrets of Nature, to underſtand 
humane affairs, and how they may be weft pru- 
dently ordered : Tounderſtand the Ordinances 
of Heaven, the Motions and Influences of the 
Sun and Moon, and Stars, are pieces of know- 
ledge very defirable ; but ro know the Lora 
himfelf, is a Wiſdom far beyond all other. 
Now che undiſtracted Attendant follows on 75 
know the L.ord, and gives up himſelf more in- 
tirely to his Service, and God will Ro 
zum (cit 
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himſelf tro ſuch an one in a more peculiar 
way. Pal. 25. 14. The Secret of the Lord x 
with them that fear him, and he will ſhew - them 
his Covenant. And their knowledge thall of 
be only xotzonal, bur to their great fatisfatton 
iT thall be experimental. When 'orhers only 
hear of God by the hearing of the Ear, they 
thall tafte and ſee that he 1s graciow. Plal. 34, 
8, 9, 10, Oh tafte and ſee that the Lord 1s good, 
bleſſed is the Man that truſteth 1n him. Oh; fear 
the' Lord ye his Saints, for there 1s no want to 
them that fear h1m1, The youns Lyons lack, and 
{wffer hunger, but they that ſeek the Lord (hall not 
want any gocd thing, 

4. Atcenders without diſtraction, have moſt 
of the Grrace of God, and greateſt fireneth from 
b:m. The Lord u#2owa fon xa, gives Grace 
that is greater than the greateſt earrhly things, 
or he gives more Grace, Jam. 4. 6. ſtill more 
and mare ne is ready to communicates and 
moſt of all co them rhat are moſt humble, and 
that draw zeareſt to him 3 ſuch as are bent up- 
We to ſeek the Lora, and his Sirength, and his 
Face evermore, thall not ſeek him, his Face or 
Strengch in vain. Holy David who was a (10- 
cere teeker, declares rhe good ſucceſs he had, 
Pſal. 138. 3. I the day when I cryed, thou an- 
Iwerealt me, and ftrengthnealt me-with ſtrength 
14 my Soul, and as rhe frenzth of God Gid reſt 
on him, fothe Face of Goa gid ſhine upon him 
to his great Confolation, Pſal.25.5,9, E1s Glory 
1s great 11 thy Salvation, for thou haſt made him 
lt bleſſed for ever, thou hait mane him exceeds 
144 elad with thy Gruntenance. The undiſtracted 
Attendant 
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Attendant thrives amain, he grows rich ia 
Faith; rich in Affurance, rich in Experience. 
He #ncreaſeth with the increaſes of Goa, he grows 
up tnto him in all things who 1s his Head, and 
approaches ſti] nearer to the meaſure of the Sta- 
ture of the fulneſs of Ghriſf, And where there 
is the moſt of Grace, uſually there is the moſt 
of Peace and Joy, perfeting Holineſs in the 
fear of God, and the Comforts of the Holy Ghoſt 
Gy keep pace, and go hand in hand 7o- 
eper. 

: 5. Attenders without diſtra&tion,are oſt o1- 
Foricus over thetr ſpiritual Enemnes 5 being 
frong in the Lord, and in the power of his 
Might, the power of the Enemies of their 
Salvation can prevail but little. The nearer 
any approach unto God, the farther they come 
cut fromz the World, and they are the more for- 

ited againſt it, both on the r:ght hand and on 
the I:ft ; the leſs do they mind the world's 

hmour or aiſhonour, evil report or good report 
from 1, 2 Cor. 6. 7, 8. They are 7z0t afraid of 
th: World's terrour, and whatever the World 

offers to them, they ſee enough in God co 
make the higheſt earthly Enjoymentrs defpifed 

in compariſon. Thus the innumerable Multi- 

tude of Stars, though never ſo glittering be- 

fore, do all diſappear at the Sun rilmg.  Un- 

diſtrated Artenders fix their Eye on God, 
z:d the more the inviſftble God is ſeen, the 

more all viſible things will vaniſh into no- 

thing. The Pfalmiſt had caſt his Eye upon 

he proſperity of the wicked, and began to: 
admire it 5 he comes into the Sanctuary of 
Aa - N God; 
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God, and looking upon God, he now won. 
ders at his own Folly in admiring fo poor x 
thing as a worldly happineſs, and the Temptz- 
tion that was ſo ſtrong, is overcome. Satery 
from the moſt dangerous Enemies is of the 
Lord; they whoſe - thoughts are upon his 
Name, find it a ffrong Tower. Satan and 
Manmon are leſs able to beguile them, and 
the luſtings of the Fleſb, become weaker and 
weaker againſt the Spirit, and as they find fin 
more and more —_— ſo they may be- 
hold the laſt Enemy Death without a Sting, 

and the Grave as having loft ts ViRory, 
6. Actenders wichout diſtraction, have af 
-- ole on from thetr own Gonſciences, Con- 
ienceis a Monitor unto Duty, and a diligent 
obſerver how ?tis performed. It will condemn 
Lazineſs, it will commend labour of Love; it 
will upbraid the Evil and Slothful witch their 
vain Oblarions, bur ro the undiſtracted Arten- 
dant,it will ſay, Wel done good and faithful Ser- 
want! And how much Joy and Peace is there 
in the Te/t:xzoxy of a good Gonſcrence ! 2 Cor. 
I. 12. aud we find a condemning and an ap- 
proving Conſcience compared together ; the 
condemning Conſcience, is the forerunner of 
God's Condemaning, and the approbation of 
the Conſcience is the forerunner of God's Ab- 
*- d.onny 1 John 3. 20, 21. If our heart condemn 
4, Goa 1s greater than agr heart, and knoweth all 
things : Beloved, if our heart condemn us mt, 
tuer have we confidence towards God, Duties 
come off wich great comfort when we have 
becn iztent and affeBed, when God has been 
E atten 
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attertrve fo, when we behold his Face ſhiny 
ing, and find his Hand open; and Conſcience 
bears us witneſs, that we have been ſeriouſly, 
and the Lord has been gracicufly miading 
what we have been doing. 

7. Artenders wichquc diſtraQtion, are moft 
beneficial to others. They have the moſt pub- 
lick Spirits, and all do fare che better, for that 
incereſt chey have in Heaven, which chey dai- 
ly improve for all. How much is the Church 
of God beholding to them, who will nor hold 
their Peace day or night, who will give the 
Lord 0 Teſt until he make ſeruſalem a praiſe on 
the Earth! Ia. 62. 6, 7, When the wicked- 
neſs of Iſrael had made a great breach for che 
Wrathof God to break in upon them co con- 
ſume them 3 .4ofes attends upon God, and in- 
rercedes witch ſuch 7zteztion and concernednels, 
and fervency, that the Wrath of God is ap- 
peaſed, and the ruine prevented, though ir 
was at the door, Pal. 106. 23. Therefore he ſazd 
that he would dejtroy them, had not Moſes his 
choſen fload before hem. tn the breach to turn away 
his Wrath, leſt he ſhould deſtroy thems. Whole 
Nations reap the benefir of ſuch undiſtracted 
and prevailing Interceſſionss The Apoſtle 
tells us, char Elzas was a Man of like Pafhons 
with others, yet he was fo intent and fervent 
in Prayer, that he opened Heaven, and ferch'd 
Rain from thence, and the Earth brought-forth 
her frutt, and an end was put to aterrible Fa- 
mine, which had laſted for ſeveral Years to- . 
gether, 7am. 5, :8. The effcFual feruent Prayer 
of a righteow, Maz _— much, . he prevars 

A or 
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for others as well as for himſaf. Lot” was 2 - 


rrehteous Man, and vexed his righteous Soul, 
becauſe of ' the Sodomites unlawful Deeds, 
2 Per. 2:8. yet his Deliverance from Sodow's 
Flames is aſcribed unto Abraham's nterceſſion, 
Gen. 19.29. And it came to paſs when God de- 
froyed the Gitties of the Plain, that God remem- 
bred Abraham, and ſent Lot out of the midſt of 
the overthrow, when he overthrew the Cities 
wherein Lot awelt, Saints ſhould pray harder 
one for another, and pray for them that are 
withour, with more earneſtneſs, that ,greater 
Mulricudes may be called out of the World, 
and brought into the Church, and ſecured 
from the Perdition of ungodly Men. Undi- 
ſtrated Attendants upon God, are P:llars to 


bear up, what elſe would fall into ruine. The . 


Church, the Nation in which they live, the 
whole World is beholding to them, as well as 
particular Perſons for whom they are con- 
cerned, and whom they bear upon their hearts 
before the Lord. 

I have done with the Reafons of the DoFrine, 


In the fourth place I am to anſwer ſome Gz- 
ſes of Gonſrience, about theſe DiſtraCtions 1n at- 
rending upon Gad, that ſo Drfficalties which are 
apt to perpiex the Mind in hes matter may be 
removed. 


And CASE I. isthis, 

Whether the Thughts cannot be off from God 
7n-the laſt when we attend upon- him, but there 
mnft be-a rnlpable and ſinful Diftraftione R 
b . 


without Diftraion. 1.51, 


Tothis I anſwer. ” 
1..Inall our holy Duties, there ſhould be a 
conſtant overawing ſenſe of God upon our Spirits, 
fromthe beginning to the end of them : Sla- 
vith fear alienates the heart from God, bur 
Filial Reverence keeps the heart cloſe ro him. 
That part of the Duty is loſt in which the 
ſenſe of God is baniſhed. | | 
2. Something elſe be/zdes God, may be thought 
of in Dates, and yer. this is not- DiſtraQion., 
To think of our fins when we confels them, 
is our Duty, and to recolle& the circumſtances 
by which they have been heigrned and rendred 
more exceeding finful, Ia. 59; 12. For our 
Tranſgreſſions are multiplied before thee, and our 
ſins teſtifie againſt us z for our tranſgreſſions are 
with us, and as for 1niquities we know them. 
Our Wants alſo we ought to think of, and the 
neceſlity of having them ſupplied z and the all- 
ſufficient Jehawah,: is ſufficient to ſupply all 
needs whatſoever, . be the Wants never fo 
great and many, and the Perſons that apply to 
him, never ſo vaſt a. Multicude. The Blef- 
ſings we defire ought alſo to be thought of - 
Others alſo which we pray for, may be in our 
Minds when we are before God, with. their 
Diſtreſſes under which we would fain be help- 
ful co. chem,by our S»pp7:cations on their &ehalf. 
Ic was not Diſtraction in the Apoſtle, but mat- 
rer of thankſgiving-to the Lord, thar when 
he was at ghe Throne of Grace, Timothy was 
in his thoughts and remembrance, 2 Tim. 1.3. 
I thank God whom [ ſerve from my:fore-fa'hers 
with pure Conſcience, that without-ceafing I have 
| N Yemen 
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remembrance of thee in my prayers night and day. 

3. Our Thoughts muſt zot 747 out jo much 
ppon the »2atter of our Daties, bur that there 
muſt be a quick and continual rerurn ro God, 
the Obje&t whom we worſhip. We muſt nor 
fo much be thinking what we are praying for, 
but we muſt ever be minding him whom we 


are prayiag to. The Pſaimiſt ſays, Pſal. 142 2. 


IT poured out my complaint before him, I jbewed 
before him my trouble, He thought of his trou- 
ble, bur had alſo a ſexſe he was before God, 
who he knew could be a preſent help ro him. 


CASE II. Whether it be Diſtra#:0n and 
withdrawing from God, to think at all of our 
worlaly bulineſs and aff arrs ? 

To this | anſwer. 

1. In ordering of our earthly Gonteris, and 
in all vur ways God is to be acknowleaged : His 
direction makes us act prudentiy, and his Bleſ- 
ſing makes our Labour proſperous The 
Bleſſing of the Lord makes rich, ana he adds no 
forrow with it, Prov. 10. 22. His Bleſſing re- 
moves the Curſe which fin had broughr, and 
very much cures the wexations Farty of the 
Creature, The Word of God is to be eyed as 
the Rule which we ought to walk by, in our 
Secular Afﬀiirs z we ſhould inquire after his 
Wilt, and aim ar his Glory in every thing 
which we do : When Secular Actions are ufi- 
ger the rondut and management of Religion, 
there is nor-only a Bleffing upon them, bucal- 
fo a great Bezuty in them. 


2, Diligence and Pradence 17 our whraly af- 
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fairs, # a Duty, and this cannot be without 
thoughts about them. Honeſt Proje&s, and 
wiſe Contrivatices, are not at all ro be dif- 
commended; what is faid of the Huibandman's 
Skill, is applicable to Diſcretion in any other 
Calling. Ia. 28. 26, 29. God aothinftiruft him 
to diſcretion, and doth teach him. - A prudenc 
thoughrfulneſs in theſe matters, cometh from 
the Lord of Hoſts, which is wonderful in Gonnfſel, 
and excellent 1nz working, To be without heed 
2nd care in the Works of our Calling. is fin- 
ful and ſcandalous, and 'tis to walk diſorderly. 
Onr Lord plainly __ there muſt be care 
and fidelity in worldly things. Luk. 16. 11. If 
Je have not been faithful in the unrighteoaus Mam- 
mon, who will commit to your truft the trae 
Riches? The good Man muſt needs think of 
his Secular Atairs, etſe he could not guaz 
them with diſcretion, Pal. 112: 5- 

3- Ina ſpecial manner we are to take heed, 
when engaged in worldly buſineſs, of 4e:7g too 
long without thinking of God, and lifting up our 
hearts to him, Worldly Men when in the 
S2nuary, and they ſeem to be worſhipping 
the God of Heaven, their thoughts are upon 
the World, becauſe their Aﬀ/ections run that 
way. Thus the Saints ſhould do, when at the 
Exchange, or in their Shops, or at the Mar- 
ket ; their hearts even then ſhould frequently 
be with God this would not be hypocrite but 
ſincerity in them, and worldly buſineſs wouid 
ſucceed the berrer for it. 'Tis a proper Ejaculatz- 
03 at every turn inour Secular Matrers. Pal. 
143. 8. Gauſe .mme to know the” way wherein I 
| N 4 ſhould 
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ſhould walk, for I lift up my Soul unto thee, And 
cur ordinary Employments though never (6 
advantageous and celigtitfu), ſhould not be fo 
taking, but that with ihe greateſt readineſs 
and joy we ſhould ceaſe from-them when cal- 
led to give our Attendance upon God. 


CASEMIII. Whether the beft of Men while 
in this World, can be totally free from Diſtration 
inhvly Duties ? 

Unto this I anſwer; 

1. The zatural Vanity of the Imagination, is 
not perfe&ly cured in any Saint alive, and this 
in ſome degree will diſcover it ſelf; the moſt 
ſerious and folid mind has ſomething of le- 
Vity and frothinefs in it, and this froth will be 
working up, notwithſtanding all endeavours 
to ſuppreſs it. Evil is preſent with the beſt, 
when they would do their very beſt. The 
Apoſtle acknowledges there was 4 law of [rn tt 
him, Rom. 7. 21. In-dwelliog (in remains even 
there where Grace reigns, and is but too active 
in the Saints, when they. defire to be moſt 
ative ia the Lord's Services therefore we 
read that the moſt ſpiritual Sacrifices are ac- 

£ceptable rhrough Jeſus Chriſt, 1 Pet. 2. 5. 
Thovgh the Houſe be ſpiritual, and the Prieft- 
hoad Holy, and the Sacrifice ſpiritual, yet all 
this by zt ſelf cannot procure acceptation ;, there 
are ſome {iafu] imperfections, ſome EZullitions 
of Vanity, as well as aFrmgs of grace; which to 
cover,there is great need of the Mediation and 
Righteouſneſs.of the Lord Jelus. OY 

2, Saints.are_ not ſo vigilant, and take mot 


ſuch 
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ſuch parns with their hearts, as they ought and 
might do, and before they are aware are di- 
firacted in their Thoughts. . The Sluggard”s 
Field was all grown over with Thorns, aud Net- 
tles had covered the Face thereof, Prov. 24. 3t. 
The heart of Man by Nature brings forth 'no- 
thing but Weeds'; and. though the hearrc be 
renewed, yet theſe Weeds will preſently ſpreag 
upin it, if it be not kept with conſtant care, _ 
3. Though Believers are /*:ll haunted and 
peſter'd with ſome vain thoughts, yet "tis poſ- 
ſible for themz to be freed more and more from them. 
The more they are rezewed in the Spiritoftheir 
Mind,they will be able to ferve the Lord with 
greater intention of mind,and feriouſneſsof Spi- 
rit. The more your reaſon gets powerover your 
fancy, and the more Grace gets power over 
your Reaſon, and the more you call in help 
from Heaven; the more fixed your hearts 
will be apon God, and the Work of God. 
Taking pains with the heart in Duty, is hard 
labour, but the Lord is ready to ſucceed it. 


CASE IV. Whether 4 true Belizrier may 
not ſometimes perform Duties ſo aiftraftedly, as to 
reap no benefit at all by them ? I anſwer. - 

I, The wore there ts of Diſtra#:on in Duties, 
the leſs Spiritual advantage is like to be Taped 
by them ; the more frequently the heart does 
ftart away from God, when 'tis engaged in his 
worſhip, the moreof obſtruction there is un- 
ro the Communication of-Grace z the'nearer 
we draw to God, the"nearer he draws to us 5 
if we at any time withdraw, no wonder if - 
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withdraw likewiſe. And the leſs a Sarnt 7; 
tYoubled at his own Diftrations, his heart iscer- 
tinly in the worſt frame, and God is the more 
diſpleaſed. x 
2. Some Duties may be ſo diſtractedly per- 
fortried as to be totally IF, 'Tis true, the Union 
berween Chriſt and Believers is inſeparable, 
2nd nothing ſhail ſeparate them from the love 
of God in him z for he makes inceſſant inter- 
te[fion for al} his Members : 'Tis alſo certain 
that the Spirit abides in all true Believers, and 
will never quite leave them who are his Tem- 
516s and Habitation, and the Spirit ever dwel. 
live in them, they ſhall ever continue in a 
tre of Grace, and fin ſha]l never recover its 
ominion over them; and yet ſometimes 
they may fall into particular aFs of fin 3 and 
fone particular Duties may be performed after 
fuch.2 careleſs and diſtrafted manner, as to be- 
come fin, We read Pſal. 80. 4. O Lord God 
of Hoſts, how long wilt thou be angry with the 
Prayers of thy -Pedple ? Prayers of Saints may 
be unacceptable. Sometimes Unbelief, De- 
ſpendency and Diſcontent, and Impatience, 
quite ſpoils Prayer : How could the Lord be 
pleaſed with 7orah's Petition ? Jon. 4. 2, 3. 
23d he prayed to the Lord and ſaid, I pray thee, 
O Lord, was not this my ſaying whey I was yet 
#n iy Gountry? Therefore | fled before unto Tar- 
ſhiſh, for 1 knew that thou art a gracious God 
4nd merciful, flow to anger and of great kinaneſs 
and repenteſt thee of the evil, Therefore now, O 
ord, take I beſeech thee my life from me, for 'tts 
tter for me to dtc than tolive. —— di- 
ra- 
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ſtra&tion and deadneſs, and a carnal worldly 
frame df Spirit, may hinder a Duty from do- 
ing any good to the performer of it, though te 
be good in the main. The perfection of ſifh- 
cerity may be ſo much wanting in ſome Servi- 
ces, 2s that they may prove altogether anava:l- 
able, Rev. 3. 2. Be watthful, and ftrengthen the 
things that remain, that are ready to ate, for I 
have not found thy Works perfeft before God. 

3. I add further that Duties way be ſo per- 
formed by Believers themſelves, that the bad 
manner of doing them, ſhall coft them ery deay. 
A true Saint may do his Duty in a way ſo diſ- 
pleaſing to God, that his Duty ſhall be his 
Death. Thus the Gorenthians came together 


'to the Lord's Table, not for the better, bur for 


the worſe, there was not that care to keep their 
hearts fixt upon God, and fit for Communion 
with him, and the Holy Supper was profaned, 
by a prevailing of ſenſuality, and Divine 
Diſpleaſure broke our againſt them, 1 Cor. 12, 
30. For this cauſe many are weak and fickly 8- 
70:78 you, and many ficep ; and they were thus 
chaſtned of the Lord,and ſome with ſtripes that 
proved deadly, that they might not be condemn- 
ed with the World, v. 32, With what Intenti- 
on, Vigilancy, and godly fear ſhould the 
Lord's People engage in his Work and Wor- 


ſhip! He will be ſanRified by them that draw 


near to him, or he will be ſanQified upon 
them z he will manifeſt to their coſt, what an 
Holy and Jealous God he is : Therefore ſays 
the Apoſtle, Do we prowoke the Lord to Jealou- 
fir, are we ftronger thi he? 1 Cor. 10. 22. 

CASE 


188 


CASE V. What Diftrations are they 
which are mercifully overlookt, and that hinder 
rot the ſucceſs of our Duties, nor the benefit of 
them ?. | | 

I anſwer. f 

1, The Lord in much Compaſſion over- 
looks thoſe Diſtractions in his Service,. that 
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are griewous to us, and which we heartily lament, 


He paſles by the greateſt fins, for the great 
Propitiations ſake, if there be Gontrition in 
him that has been guilty of them. Pſal. 51. 17, 
The Sacrifices of God are a broken Sprrit 5 a bre- 
hen and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt nt 
deſpiſe. And if the heart be broken, becauſe 
religious Duties are ſo broken and zzterrupted 
by vain #agi#atzons, he will not withdraw 
his Preſence, becauſe of theſe weaknefles that 
are bewailed, but according to his Promiſe, 
He will be n1gh to them that are of a broken heart, 
aud will ſave (uch as are of a contrite Spirit, 
Pal. 34. 18. 

2. Diſtractions ſhall be paſs'd by that are 
prayed againſt, befare they come, and are reſiſted 
when they are come, He that would worſhip 
God with great intention of Soul, 'tis a ſign 
his heart is good. and honeſt, and that very 
Will is wrought in him by the Lord's -own 
Grace, and is pleaſing in the Lord's Eyes; and 
tis gurther pieaſing tro.him, when he beholds a 
Soul. checking theſe DiftraFions as often as 


they do occur, and manifeſting a conſtant dif 
like of them. The Pfalmilt rells us, That hz 
hated ain thoughts, but he loved. boy Be 
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Word and the Work of God, Pſal. 119. 113. 


His hatred of vain thoughts, was well' taken, 
the 1ntruding of them though they were hated, 
was overlookt in Mercy. And this hatred of 
them, and perpetual conflicting with them' is a 
good way to be rid of them. And certainly 
thoſe DiſtraCtions ſhall not be imputed ro us, 
which by checking of them and crying to Hea- 
yen or help, we do in ſome meaſure preyail 

againſt, | | 
; 3. Diſtraions ſhall be overlookr, the' ca«- 
ſes of which we endeavour toremove; when we 
are upon our guard againſt the Gares of this 
Life, deceitful Riches, and thoſe Lufts and Plea- 
ſures, that would command our thoughts and 
entice away our hearts from God, and cauſe 
them to be abſent, when our Bodies are before 
him. ?Tis meer ſelf-deceit to pretend we are 
defirous to be freed from the effe#, if we like 
the cauſe 3 to ſay we diſlike Diſtraction, if 
we are pleaſed well enough with thoſe things 
whereby Diſtracticn is cauſed. The Pfalmiſt, 
who ſighed and ſaid, Oh let me pot wander from: 
thy Commandments! Pal. 119. 1o. ' cettainly 
he was watchful againſt, and groanedto be de- 
livered from every thing that might -zake h1wz 
wazxder :' Therefore wiſhes that his heart 
might not be inclined to covetouſneſs, and that 
his eyes might be turned away from beholding va- 
zity, ver. 36, 37- He knew very well, that 
covering this World's Wealth, would eat out 
his Defires after God ; and that eying and atf- 
feting vanity, would deaden and diſtrat his 
heart in the Lord's Seryice. _y 
&. Ut 
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-4+ Diſtraftions thovgh very horrid, ſhall 
not hinder the ſucce(s of Duties, which th- 
heart trembles at, and uttexly deteſts and abhors, 
Satan ſomerimes apparently ſhews himſelf De. 
vil indeed; he roars like a Lyon, he ſpeaks 
like the old Dragon. Hideous blaſphemous 
Iaje8ions and thoughts, are with bellih violence 
bora into the mind of a Believer while atrend- 
ing upon God 3 and the heart ſeems to be over. 
fpread with the blackneſs of darkneſs, and 
with che wickedneſs of Hell it ſelf. Bur when 
theſe Satanical InjeRions are difowned, and 
the Believer crys out, Lord, I am oppreſſed, un- 
dertake far me ! And his Eye is unto Jeſus for 
ſuccour, who is ſo ready to help, 755 zaradvra- 
Snvoubres vmd 78 Rafbong, thole who by ferce are 
ready ta be run down by the Devil, Akt. 10. 38. 
Satan ſhall not prevail againſt the Believer, 
bur the Believer ſhall prevail with God for that 
Grace, which the evil one is ſo buſie to hin- 
der him from partaking of. 

5- Diſtractions ſhall in pity be covered, that 
are occalioned by the prevazling inatſpoſition of 
the head, or .ather. corporal Maladtes, that are 
the effect of excefſlive pain, or of Melancholy, 
Which cauſes great confulion, in ſuch caſes the 
Lord's compaſſion 1s drawn forth, rather than his 
diſpleaſure provoked. Weread, Pſa]. 103.13, 
Like as « Father pirtzeth his Chilaren, fo the Lord 
pitteeth them that fear him, for he knows their 
frame : They are ſubje& ro much bodily indi- 
ſpoſition, as well as to ſpiritual Infirmitres, 
Now what earthly Father is angry with a 


Child, becauſe he does nor whoſe acts of Obe- 


dience 
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dience in fickneſs, which he could and 
would readily .do, were health continued ? 
The Lord is infinitely beyond the: tender- 
eſt earthly Parent in pittyzng and fpari 
his Children : He obſerves the Spiric's wi 
ogneks when the Fleſh is weak and. indif- 
poſed. ; 

Diſtractions by ſudden Accidents alfo, ſhall 


not hinder Duries acceptance. God well hawe 


mercy and not ſacrifice, Mar. 9.13. It wili nor 
diſpleate him, neither ſhal} Duty be loſt, if 
we leave off Prayer to help one by us fallen in- 
roa Swoor, and that may expire withour pre- 
ſent ſuccour z, in ſuch caſes his own Providence 
calls us off from a Dury of Religion, to an aR 
of Mercy. 

6. Diſtractions. (ball be paſt by, that ar:ve 
5 to Chriſt for acceptance, and to the Sperit for 
greater aſſiſtance, The looking upon the De- 
fects in our Services, ſhould make us look un- 
to our Lord in whom we are compleat, Col.2.10, 
and with a more intire dependance to reſt upon 
his righteouſneſs 3 hereby Chriſt is honoured, 
and che Father pleaſed,and a multicude of faults 
will be cover'd. Bur help againſt chem muft 
be detired from the Holy Ghoſt. A gracious 
heart ſtill defires renewed ſtrength and aid 
from the Spirit, to ſerve the Lord more ac- 
ceprably: but a lazy reliance - upon Chriſt, 
with an ailowance of defects and diſtractions 
in the Duties we perform, muſt needs be 2 
very great provocation. 


CASE 
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CASE VI. What courſe are Melancholick 
Perfons to take in their Attendante on God, when 
Diftrations ariſe from the prevalency of that Di- 
Rtemper ? L 
I anſwer. 7 
I, They ſhould take heed of prolixity and || $ 
length in holy Dutzes. Tr is nor length bur life I 1; 
in theſe Duties that God looks at: Itisa fl 5 
thought that may lodge in the Breaſt ofan || þ 
Heathen, but is ugworthy of a Chriſtian's || » 
heart, that he ſhall be heard & 75 aoauaoyic aſe, ff {+ 
for his much ſpeaking, Mat. 6. 7. Chriſtians it 
thoald not think much of the time they ſpend | «c 
with God yet overdoing in this regard, 'is do- || » 
ing leſs, than if leſs were done. When Me- || L 
lancholy hinders Duties from being extended, || C 
as formerly with vigour and fervency they ne 
were; they that more briefly now perform i 
them, ſhould be the more frequent in ſhort and | { 
holy Ejaculations, And they maſt be ſure ro | h: 
take heed of taking more pains to fix their bt 
thoughts, than their heads will bear ; for m 
when their Heads are out of order, the more B 
they labour to be intent, the further they are |} 0 
oft from it, the diſorder increaſes, and ſo does 
their diſcouragement. The Lord pities in th 
ſuch caſes, and allows them to ſpare their pains, | þ 
which are not only fraztleſs but hurtful, and to $, 
pity themſelves, and not to attempt whata di- | 
ſtempered Brain is unfic for. V 
2, Melancholick ones »2uſt I20ok unto Jeſus 17 W 
the due uſe of means, for the cure of Head D:- an 
fempers. How many corporal Maladies did Mm 
our 
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our Lord heal in a miraculous manner, when 
he was here on Earth ! And he has nor put off - 
his Compaſſions towards the Bodies of Men, 
now he is in Heaven. Though the skill of the 
Luciſt be never ſo great, he can never make 
good Muſick if the Lute it ſelf be out of tune - 
Satan has great advantage by pony Me- 
lancholy ro hinder Devorion, by the diſorder 
of the Head, though the Heart be never fo 
honeſt and well inclin'd. And our Lord very 
well knows this, and being a merciful and 
faithful High-prieft, he is ready to ſuccour in 
this caſe alſo, Heb, 2. alt. All power is given 
to him in Earth as well as Heaven, all judg- 
ment committed to him, Joh. 5. 22. ſo that all 
Diſtempers and Diſeaſes come and go art his 
Command ; and though Miraculous Cures are 
not now to be expected, yet ſomething like 
them, ſometimes has been wrought, in an- 
(wer unto Prayer and Faith 3 and where there 
has been a Redfaſt looking to Jeſus, there has 
been a mighty Bleſſing that has attended the 
means that have been uſed for the bringing of 
_ and Spirits, and Brain into better 
order. | 

3. There are two great Duties which thoſe 
that are under the power of Melancholy are not 
fit for : The one is Mead'tatzon, and the other 
Self examination. A diſtemper'd and diſorder- 
ed Head will make but ſorry work of folemn 
Meditation 3 the Head will ake, the Mind 
will be loſt in a cloud and miſt of Confuſion, 
and the evil-one will be ready to ſtrike in, and 
make the Melagcholick p_ ceurn _—_ 

an 
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and conſequently ſelf-rorrenter- Such an'one 
therefore ſhould be wary of attempting 
the Duty of fer Meditation, but that and reua- 
:zng ſhould be joyned together. A. ſhort conſi- 
deration of what is read there ſhoald be, as 
the Head will bear, a delire that the Heart 
may be affected, and by the Grace of God a 
reſolution to a& and waik accordingly, and 
thoſe ſhould be the Perttions, Facline avy heart 
unto thy Teſtimonies, and w2ake me to go 1n 
the path of thy Gommanaments! Pal. 1tg, 
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And as for ſelf-examinetion, Melancholick 
ones, being now not ſo well themſelves, they 
ſhould not be forward nor peremptory in pa(- 
ſing Cenfures and Judgment upon themſelves, 
and they ſhonid be aware that Satan is now bu- 
fie about them 3 and he being 2 lying Spirit, 
his Suggeſtions that they are Hypocrttes and 
have no Grace, that they are caſt away, and 
utterly forſaken by the God of all Grace, 
ſhould in no wife be credited. Satan's Sugge- 
ſtions may be known by the deſign of them, 
which is not co quicken Souts ro Duty, as the 
motions of the holy Spiric are, but ro drive 
them away from God, and to make them fay 
as he did in another caſe, fince the caſe is de- 
ſperate, and al} hope of Salvation gone, Why 
ſhould I wart for the Lord any longer ? 2 King, 


bs] 


«33. 
| 4. Melancholick ones in the midſt of their 
Diſtractions orld grieve that neither head nor 
heart are ſo d:ſpoſed to ferwve the Lord as they at: 
/zre. That's proper language to be uſed which 
Calne 


mthout Diſtr afton. Igy 
came out of the Mouth of holy 70s, chap. 10: 
t5. 1 4#r full of confufron, fee thou my Affitftion ! 
And ſince they cnnhot actively glotitte God, 
by the exerciſe of ſtrong Faith, and vehement 
Love; and Joy and Delight in God, they 
ſhould glotifie im by an hbmble and patietic 
ſabmifſion ro his Will. 

hen a melancholick Soul is quite emptied 
of all ſelf: confidence : and felf-conceit is in a 
manner annihilated : when under a great ſenſe 
of its own guilt and vilene(s, ir looks unto Je- 
ſus, and deſires by his Blood and Spirit to. be 
juſtified, and waſhed, and tmade clean, whetl 
'tis ready to acknowledge that if ever 'ris {a-.-. 
ved and brought to Heayen, Grace will be 
free, and ſuperabundant, becauſe one of che 
loweſt places in Bell has been deſerved, how 
far is fleſh from p'orying ! and bro glory is 
given to the Lord. When melancholick ofies, 
are ready in their greateſt Diftrations and 
blackeſt darkneſs to juſtifie the Lord, 4s righ- 
teous 132 all his Ways, and holy in all his Works, 
Pſal. 145. 17. and to condemn themfelves, be- 
cauſe formerly when their Heads were in bet- 
ter order, their Hearts were no bercer diſpo- 
ſed, and inclined to the Lord's Service, they 
pleaſe and glorifte him more than they are a- 
ware of, The more there is of ſelf-diſtruſt, 
felf-diſlike, felf-condemnation, humility, and 
patient beatirig of Divine Indignatiof, be- 
cauſe of fin that has been committed, Mc. 
7. 9. the more honour by all this does really 
redoutid to God. 
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5. Let Melancholick ones take heed of 
being quite awed off from Duties and Ordi- 
nances, though their performances are hut mean 
and ſorry, The Lord can diſcern ſenſe in the 
Soul, when perhaps there is hardly ſenſe in the 
words, he takes notice of the gracious bent 
and good inclination of the heart towards him- 
ſelf, when the Thoughts againſt the Will do 
wander. Hezekjah had a moſt remarkable 
anſwer, and prayed to good purpoſe, when his 
Peritions were broken, and were rather chat- 
tering thin Supplications. If1. 38. 14. Like as 
a Grane, or a Swallow, fo aid I chatter, I did 
mourn as 4 Dove, mine eyes fail with looking 
upward : O Lord, I am oppreſſed, undertake for 
me. 


CASE VII. What are thoſe Diſtratins 
that make our attendance upon God altogether 
unacceptable to him, and unavailable to our 
ſelves ? 

To this I anſwer. 

1, Diſtractions make our Duties of none ef- 
fee, for which there 1s no concernedaeſs, that 
God obſerves them, as long as Man can take no 
zotice of them. Tiow can it be expecte1 that 
che Lord ſhould have any gracious regard to 
them, who have no regard to him, or to his 
all- obſerving Eye? They that mind the praiſe 
of Men, and not the praiſe of God; and if 
Men do bur approve and applaud, they are 
not troubled though God does not commend, 
but condemn them 3 the praiſe of Men is all 
&he reward chey are likely to have, Mar. 6. 5. 
ferily 
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Verily, I ſay unto you they have their reward. 
'Tis an argument of a carnal heart, and that 
Duties are loſt, when DiſtraCtions are not un- 
welcome or diſliked, but the Heart is quier 
enough with chem. If this be the ordinary 
frame and temper of the Heart, to make no- 
thing of hearcleſs performances, as long as 
Mangcannot ſee the Heart to be abſent, 'tis a 
ſign that hypocrifie reigns, and alaſs Hypocrites 
20 to Hell through the Sanctuary ; they tread 
the broad road, praying, hearing, receiving, 
all along, till they fall into eternal Condem- 
nation. 

2. Ditractions make Duties of none effec; 
that are pleaded for, as if there were nothing of 
fn or provocation 1n them, The worſe the Du- 
ties are, many times the Performers think 
them to be the better ; they eye not their 
own Hearts and obſerve not cheir Deviations 
and Wandrings; they reſt in the external Ser- 
vice, as if God would be pleaſed with the 
Work done. and not mind the manner how. 
We read of ſome that were bold to expoſtu- 
late wich God, becauſe they had faſted, and 
he took no notice of ir, and yet there was 
good reafon for his diſliking what they did, 
becauſe when therr Voice was heard on high, 
their Hearts were inclined to frife, debate, and 
wickedneſs, Ila. 58. 3, 4 The. Scribes and 
Phariſees contented themſelves with an out- 
{ide righteouſneſs, they minded not that their 
Hearts ſhould be ſerious and ſanctihed in their 
approaches to God z bur this righteouſneſs of 
theirs, our Lord pronounces inſufficiear, and 

Q 3 we 
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we muſt go beyond it, ar we cannot ga to 


ta 

Heaven | ; b 
3. Difirations make Duties of none effeR, 

that come from prepatlize and allowed eartbli- - 


wtngedaeſs, Haw can a devoted Servant of by 

Mgmmaz, whoſe Heart worthips Mammon, bs 

give acceptable attendance on God ? His Go- 

wetanſneſs after which 644 Heart gas, pypyes al 

him an [alater, Eph. 5. F and his Service is P 
at 


moſt abaminabþle diffimuiation- Let the Sin ti 
be whar it will chat is &#{awed ; and there is a i 
refalation fill to Iowe and hiae and ſpare it, that ta 


tin will ſo diſtrat and draw away the Heart If 
fram God, that no Duty that is done can pleaſe th 
him, If we cover oxr 7 Gy we ſhall not proſper " 
zn our Serances : It we hide our aniquities 1 our Nl 
Boſazzs, hecaulſe they are dear tous, God well _s 
hide bis Face and refyſe ro hear us when we J 
cry to him, 1. 5g. 2. : 
4 DPiftractions make Duties of none effea, | «+ 
which bizaer all manzer of holy and ſpiritual af- po 
fetzons, aud deſires after Grad, How can the 24 
Lord accept of a Service, when the Heart is Þ G 
dead and cold as a ſtone, and altogether ſenſe. A 
leſs and unconcerned that ic i5 fo? In fuch an T 
heart thexe is no defire ro know the Lord and 
his ways, no inclination to become like to him, 
or to enjoy any fellowthip with him. The . 
Apoſtle tays, Let us have grace whereby we way 
ſerve God acceptabiy, Heb. 12.20, Thoſe Dt- ft 
ſraCtions that «/tagether hinder the ating and 
exerciſe of any grace whatioever; fo thar there 7 
is no Faith, no Love, no godly Sorrow, no 
bungring and thirſting after righteoutnels, _o 
| | cainly 
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tainly hereby alſo the ſucceſs of Duties muſt 
be hindred. 

5. Diftrations make Duties of none effeR, 
which though reproved are not ftrroen againſt; 
but ſloth and negligence, and formality in at- 
rendance upon God, are allowed of, Abur- 
dance of Ialeneſs, was the fin of Sodom z, and 
abundance of Tdlenefs is to be found in many a 
Profeſſour, even then when engaged in Dn- 
tiesof Religion- Such beſtow no laboyrypon 
their Hearts, they do net ſtir up themſelves to 
take hold of Goa, when they call upon his Name, 
Ifa. 64. 7. As Vinegar to tbe Teeth, and ſmoak to 
the Eyes is very offenſive, ſo ts the iuzgard to 
hins that ſends / fr How then muſt che Lord 


' needs be diſpleaſed with rhe flothful atrendanr, 


and ſlight his negligent Service! Will fuch 
Service bs rewarded? No, no, fo far from 
that, that ic will be ſeverely ppniſhed. He 
that rook no pains to improve his Taſent, 1s 
called a wicked and flothful Servant, Mar. 25. 
26, and v. 3o. the Sentence is paſt upon hum, 
Caft ye the unprofitable Servant into outer derke 
neſs, there (hall be weeping and gnaſhing of 


Teeth. 


In the laſt place follows the Application, And 
here I ſhall | 

Firſt, Cautio you againſt the Ganſes of Dr- 
flraition. 

Secondly, Expoftulate with you about theſe 
D:iſtra41ons. EY 
Thirdly, Dire& unto Remeates againſt De- 

O 4. Fourthly, 


Rraftjons, 


v 
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Fourthly, I:-/# upon ſeveral particular Dy. 
tzes, and ſhew you how you may with leſs Dz. 
ffraton perform them. 
 Fifthly, Speak Terrour to Sinners and Hype 
crites. 

Sixthly, Conclude with Comfort and Excou- 
ragement to Saints, who would fain do better, 
Fan leſs Diftration attend upon the 

rd, 


ASE I. Shall be of Caution againſt the Gau- 
fes of Diftration, If we would be delivered 
from the effect, we muſt find out, and remove 
the cauſe. Health and Eaſe are in vain hoped 
for, while no care is taken to remove the Cau- 
ſes of {ickneſs and pain. Serious in holy Du- 
ties we tlall never be, whilſt ve allow and 
cheriſh che Cauſes which make our Hearts 
rove and wander from God. Now the great 
Gauſes of Diſtra#ion, which I am to warn you 
agaisſi, and you are to take heed of are theſe. 

I. I enter a Gaveat agartzſt corrupted Natare, 
This is the Cauſe of Cauſes,if you trace up any 
{in tg its or2gtal, you will fee that to be origt- 
zal ſin, Corrupted Nature never did any 
Duty well, has no care at all ro do 3ny thing 
better- Though the firſt Adam ated, (everal 
thouſand Years ago, yet in a lenſe he [wes to 
this Day, he walks and haunzs and troubles his 
whole Poſterity ; and though thi old Man is 
Gructfied with Ghriji, yet he is nor quite dead 
in any Believer, while the Believer lives upon 
the face of the Earth; and che evil chat re- 

Mains in him, will thew it {elf preſent wah 
- Ef | ; him, 


| = 
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him, when he would do that which #s good, 
Row. 7. 21- We may truly cry our, Myſtery 
of Iniquity, the great corruption of Nature, the 
Mother .of wickeaneſs and ahominations of the = 
Earth. As ſin is from hence,ſo this is the grand 
obſtruction of the ſerious Service of God. 
Thar depravarion of kumane Nature which 
is d:rived from the firſt Adam, makes the 
Heart of Man deceitful abowe all things, as well 
as deſperately wicked, and for ſuch an Heart in 
holy Duties to at! treacherouſly, and to fart a- 


ſide from Goa like a deceitful «Bow, is indeed, 


but to 2Ct Like it ſelf. An Heart totally carnal, is 
ſo eſtranged from God, that it will never 
come near himz you ſhould therefore value 
the promiſe of a new Heart and a new Spirit, 
Ezek. 36. 26. and beg earneſtly that what is 
promiſed may be given to you ; and though 
your Hearts are indeed renewed, the rezowa- 
tier 1s but 1mperfe, there is much of rhe old 
nature ſtill remaining, and this, if you are not 
very vigilant, will catch away your thoughts, 
while you are worſhipping the Lord, and bring 
a damp and coldneſs upon your Hearts. 
Original Corruption has ſeiſed-upon all the 
Powers of your Souls, and makes all of them 
averſe from attending upon God. - The Ima- 
gination 1s ſtrongly inclined to wander far off, 
and the Heart and Aﬀecticns but too apt ro 
follow. It a free vent be bur given to a finful 
and vain imagination, the product and off- 
ipring of. it will be diſtracting thoughts with- 
cut number, like the Locuſts, Frogs azd Flies, 
that fill'd the Land of Egypr, and with theſe 
Ret. | Religious 
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Religious Duties will be corrupted, and ren | * 
dred unacceptable. _ G 

Solomon tells us, that when Man fell from | ** 
original uprightneſs, he ſought out many inven. || 
tions, Eccleſ. 7. alt. and all theſe Inventions || 
were but D:ftrati:ons from God, and ways of A 


departing from him ;, a ſeeking and trying t 
find ſatisfaction and felicity elſewhere, which i 
1s indeed to be found in the Lord alone. Let IN 
this truth {ink deep into you, that your Hear 
zaturally care not for the Lord's Service ; an 
if je be engaged in, they are very apt to be 
careleſs there. Cry to Heaven, that you 
may be more revewed 1n the Spirit of your 
Mqrd, that the old Man may be more com- Jo 
pleatly-put off, and the new Man more fully h: 
pur on. The leſs your Hearts are renewed | 
2nd ſanRifted, the more you are likely to be 
diſtracted ; the more there is of corruption in. 
ou, it will the more diſcover it felf in the % 
Dycies of Religion which you do perform. M 
2. A Cautian is to be given you agaizft your | 


great — Satay. e catches the Word - 
of God out of the Heart, he draws away the = 


Heart from the Word, and every other Duty. 
The Spirjt of the Lord helps our 1nfirmities, , 
and a/ifs us in Prayer: This evil Spirit r-//fs I 
us in our Supplications. He himſelf confefles, 
that he walks too and froin the earth, and goes cit 

and down 7n 1t, Job. 1.7, His bafineſs is to - 
perſwade the Children of Men to the doing of || ** 
evi}, to hinder the doing of good, or to hinder 14 
the good that ts done from being well done. Who || 7 ; 
is the Man that this bold Enemy will nor fer I *# 
UPON, 
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opon, ſince he tewpted Chrift himfelf, who is 
God and Man 2 If he pexſwaded our Lord to 
worſhip the Devil, no wonder if he perſwades 
us not to worſhip Gad, or to be heartleſs in 
the worſhip of him. Where is the place in 
which we may be ſafe and free from his Tem- 
ptations, fince he got into Paradiſe it (elf, and 
tempred and prevailed over our firft Parents 
there ? In ſecret Prayer he is ready to diſturb 
vs, he is buſie in the Sanctuary, that Ordjnan- 
ces there may be loſt, and onr engaging in 
them, may be for the warſe and not for the bet- 
ter : He ſet upon Judas and entred into him, 
while he was with Ghrift himſelf at the Table, 
Joh. 13. 27. Great reaſon we have to watch 
and pray againſt rhis Tempter, and to ſay to 
him, T; rd rebuke thee ! Zach. 3. 2. 

Can you imagine that when you are about 
to draw nigh to God, Satan will not draw 
nigh eo you? He will preſent objects, and lay 
baits for your Senſes, thereby to divert your 
4 || Minds from the Work of God, and nor only 
4 | ill he cempr you c&je#rwely, but by 7njefion 
he 


D 
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t0o. Though he cannot look 72to the Heart, 
Yet he can cf 4 great company of evil thoughts 
Into itz he makes ftrange impreſſions upon 
a5 || the Fancy, ſometimes endeayouring to pleaſe 

it, ſometimes to rerrifie and affright it ; char 
either the one or the other way the Mind in 
Duties may be diſtrafted : You had need to 
of || b* well aware of this ſubtle and ſedulous Ene- 

my, and to look unto your compaſſionate 


no High-Prieft, who nterceaes for you with the 
oe | father, to ſuccour you againſt the Tempter. 


When 
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When Satan would interrupt you with this 
and the other rrifle, repiy to him, You have 
to do with the great Goa, about &uſineſs of the 

greateſt and higheſt conſequence ;, and it would 
ſhew both a zegle# of God, and a ſighting of 
your own Souls, to be atverted. - The Builders 
of Jeruſalem's Walls, 2s they wrought in the 
Work with the one hand, (o in the other hand 
they held a Weapon, Neh. 4. 17. When you 
are about the Work of God you ſhould have 
on the Armour of God, that you way ftand 4 
you the Devil's wiles, the (eld of Faith, the 
reaſt-plate of Lowe and Righteonſneſs, the Hel 
wet of Hope, and the Sword of the Spirit which 
fs the Word of God, Satan's force is too weak 

for ſuch weapons as theſe. . 

3. A Caution alſo is highly needful aga:nf 

Mammon 4s one of the prencepal cauſes of Ds 

ftraFion, The Service of Mammor juſtles out 
the Service of God, or ſo diſtracts ic thar it is 
july accounted no Service at all. As this 

Worid is vain in many other regards, fo in 
this reſpect, that fin hinders the end of :t from 
berng attained, Inſtead of being led up unto 
God per ſcalam creaturarum by the Creatures 
which he has made, we are by them drawn 
away from him, inſtead of admiring God in 
the Creature, we admire and affect the Cres 

ture and forget God. The World being pre- 

feat and vifzble, rakes the Senſes of Men, and 
cheir Faxczes, and to walk after the fight of the 
eye, is the way that the heart wery well likzss, 

Ecclef. 11. 9. And hence it is, that the 12vt- 

fble God, and the things which are unſecn, hy 

(0) 
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of eternal excellency and continuance, are tota]- 
ly diſregarded, or but ſlightly purſued by the 
moſt of Men.  — 

How are Men fince the Fall, become Ch:L 
dren 1n underſtanding! Meer toys and trifles 
are of great account with them : Fucks are co- 
veted, but that which is *2zaced Bread, they 
have no hunger after, Iſa.55. 2. Wherefore ao 
ye ſpend your Money for that which u« not Bread? 
and your labour for that which ſattsfieth not ? 
Hearken azligently unto. me, ana eat ye that which 
i good, and let your Soul delight it ſelf in fat- 
neſs : Here is a plain intimztion, that dzlreent 
hearkning, and ſerzous Service of the Lord, 
was hindred, by m11naine things which could not 
(atisfie, Theſe are things which the Fle pur- 
weys for, that the Luſts of it may be fulfilled ; 
theſe are the things, that Sataz puts a varniſh 
upon, that they may be the more exſnaring 
and bewitching; 1o that here lies the greac 
danger leaſt while God 15 near 17 the mouth, the 
Warld fill the heart, and fteal it from him. 

There are three things in reference to the 
World, which diſtra& thouſands of Hearts, 
and cauſe millions of Duties to be in vain. 
The one is Lowe to the World, the other is care 
about 1t, and another is Fear concerning tt, Of 
all cheſe you are to beware with che greateſt 
vigilancy and concernednels. 

1, Take heed of Lowe to the World. Il the 
World has your Love, ic will have your 
Thoughts at command, and it will nor fail to 
ſhew ics power, and to command your 
thoughts off from God when you attend y_ 

Im 


206 Attendance upon Gol 


him. They that are 9234/yve pdroy 5 p:a5ftf, 
{overs of Pleaſares more than lowers of God, will 
think of Pleaſures rather than of God. Thar 
Rich Man in the Goſpel, while he was alive, 
had Moſes and the Prophets, as well as his Bre- 
thren, he was an 1ſhzelite in Name, calied him- 
ſelf a Ghild of Abraham, and profeſt hiniſelf 1 
Waorſhipper of the true Goa, but all his worſkip 
was heartleſs, his heart was imoxicated With 
fenſaal Delights, and his Parple, aid fine Lines, 
and ſumptuoms fare, which every day was pro- 
vided for him, Lk. 16: 19. That which the 
Soul takes pleaſure in, how will it be revol- 
ved in the Mind ! Sports and Paftintes, Garbs 
and Ornaments, Jotrntes for diverſron and de- 
light, Feaſts, and Mirch and Muſick, if the 
Heart is fooliſhly fond of ſuch forry things as 
thefe ; how will they poſſeſs the Soul, and that 
in the very Houſe of God, and when his Ord 
nances are 2dmmiſtred | They will be preſet 
ro the i724grnation, though really abſent, and 
an !maginary ſatisfairon will be taken in then, 
ard m the mean while the Lord himfelf will 
be forgotten, and Communion with hitn 
{lighred. ; 

They that are greedy afrer gain, their hearts 
will be apor therr gain, while their Bodies are 
before the Lord. QCoverouſneiſs commands 
the Thoughts, and extinguithes holy Defires, 
while the Tongue is fpeaking heavenly words, 
the Mind will be projefting and contrivitg 
how ts get the Wealth of this World; as if tb 
be rich towaras Cod, were but a poor thing in 
compariſon, The earthiy heart pieates it e' 
witty 
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with the Thoughts of what it has and with 
the Hopes of getting more of the World, that 
for the fleſh more abundant proviſioti thay be 
made. Oh ſufter not the World to have your 
love and friendſhip ; if you are friends to che 
World and over familiar with it, it will have 
the more eaſe and ready acceſs into your heatts 
2t azy 14me, and that without the leaſt check. 
Familiar Friends you know, make bold to 
come unto your door, without kndcktng for ad- 
miſſion. 

2. Take heed of Gare aboxt the World. How 
do thefe ſolicitous cares about earthly things 
diſtraR and divide the Mind ! When the Keng- 
dom of God and hs rightsonſnefs (hould be ſought, 
chereis a taking thought for Food and Rarment, 
28d things of that inferiour narure. Our Lord 
knew che evil of thefe Cates, and therefore 
uſes a great many words to diflwade from 
them. He tells us that our heavenly Father 
clothes the Lites of the Fjeld, and feeds the 
Fowls of the Air, which have neither Storehouſ® 
mor Barn; and much more. will he provide 
Bread for his Ghildrews to eat, and Ratment 
mherewtith they may be clothed s and they are 
nrybwicer of little Faith, that make any doubt 
of it, Mat. 6. 30. If Cares about fuch things 
prevail, they may cauſe groſs omiſſions of Du- 
ty; or if Duties are done, they may miſcarry 
in thedoing ; there may be fuch an a7xrom ſo- 
licitonſneſs about this earth, and - the affairs of 
it, that Heawen and the God of Heawen, may 
be hardly thought of. Worldly care is one of 
the things that chokes the Word, and it Wit 
choke 
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choke Prayer alſo, it will hinder the Word from 
being fruicfal, and Prayer from being ſucceſs- 
ful. You haveleave to: caſt all your care upon 
God who cares for you, 1 Pet. 5. 7. And if ba- 


niſhing diſtruſt in God, and eagerneſs afterthe 


the World, you are careful for zothing 12 it 1 
you may then by Prayer and Supplication, with 
 thanksg1rving make your requeft known unto God, 
Phil. 4. 6. and he will wake it known to you, 
that this is the very beſt courſe you can take for 
all manner of ſupplies. 

3» Take heed of fear concerning the World , 
Our Lord ſays, why are ye ſo fearful, O ye of 
I'ttle Faith ? There is great reaſon for Faith in 
God, no reaſon for fear what the World can 
do to you. Be not diftrated by fear of worldly 
loſes ; thoſe ſhall nor befal you, but, when God 
ſees them #eft for you, and they ſhall turn to 
your trueft gain, Be not diſtratted by fear of 
the Worlds hatred, and the effects of it; the 
Grace and oy of the Holy Ghoſt, can be an 

abnurdredfold better even at preſent, than any 
worldly comfort that Man can deprive you of, 
If 2n enraged World can keep you off from 
the Lord's Service, he will have bat little from 
you. Be not afraid therefore of thery terrour, 
neither be troubled, but ſantlifie the Lord God in 
your hearts, 1 Pet. 3. 14, 15. and he has pro- 
miſed to be a Santtuary to you. The fear of 
the Lyons Den, could nor ſcare Dazzel from 
th2 Throne of Grace, but he prayed and gave 
1 hinks as he was wont before his God. 

If this preſent World cannot command 
your love nor care, nor raiſe your tear, you 

Wi 
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wil be mightily fortified ag2iaſt one very great 
cauſe of Diſtraction in Religious Services: 

4, Another cauſe of Diſtrz&ion, which I 
muſt caution you againſt, is Paſſioz and Hncha- 
ritableneſs. Paſſion has a ſtrange and mighty 
force, to:transform the whale Soul into zt ſelf 5 
ſo that if chis prevail, not only Grace ſhall be 
under a dark Eclipſe; but even 7Zudement, and 
Reaſon,: and - common Prudence, (hall ſeem 10 
be altogether 4ar:ſhed,. Paſſion tmbitters, or 
rather «#7enoms the whole Heart of.a Man, 
diffuſing it ſelf a]l over, fo that all is under 
the-power of ir. Pafſon has a »-ozopely of the - 
thoughts, -and fixes them upon I:jurtes recerved 5 
nay,. though chey are but: 1magimary injuries, 
yer being ſuppoſed real, haw intent is the Mind 
upon chem ! Perhaps Revenge, though ſo con- 
trary to the Nature of Chriſtianity; 15i:wih'd 
for, and weditated, Patience indeed poſſeſſes the 
Soul, -but Paſſion catches the Soul away, ſo that 
tis poſſeſt-no longer 3: all the Powers, and Fa- 
cul:ies of the Soul, 'are: diſturbed, and moſt 
diforderly' emploved. 1 £ 

Paſſion riſes and lies down with the; Paſſho- 
nate Man, 'and is a: verv--bad Companion all 
the daylong ; and. when Dutzes of. Religion 
come tobe perforrved; there is ſo mach anger 
in the heart againft Man, that God's anger 15 not 
feared nor {eriouſly deprecated ; neither is hs 
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- love qalued, or with any earneſtneſs defired-. 
As the -fyrious Man abounds in tranſgreſſon, 
{ohis attendance upon God abounds in Diſtra- 
Etions 3 and theſe Diſtractions being the over- 

fowines of wrath, and. bitterneſs, and reed, 
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how diſpleafing and abomrnable muſt they need; 
be unto the God of Love ! 

Our Lord prefles our reconciliation to. our 
Brother, before we offer our Gifts unto God, 
Mar. 5. 24. Go thy way, firft be reconciled tothy 
Brother, ana then come and offer thy Gift, 
Whilft thou refuſeſt to be reconciled to itchy 


Brother, how canft thog expeR That 'Gof 


ſhould be reconciled to-chee > Mar. 6- 1:5. \But 
if ye'forgrve not Men their Treſpaſſes, neither 
will 'your 'Father forgive your Trefpaſſes, As 
Charity thr7ks no evil, 'ſo Uncharitableneh 
thinks nothmg elſe. It'is ſevere mn _cenfurinp, 
forward 'rojaage, 'not fearing what iis threat. 
ned, 'to be it ſelf jallped, Mar. 7.1. It hopes 
and belrev:s nothing that is good, it bears and 
endyrts nothing thar ir pronounces to be bud, 
or'in'the lea 12 jurious to it. ' PM 
Nay ſometimes 1n Prayer, inſtead of the 
aFting - of Grate, uynchapitableneſs will be ex- 
preſled- before the Lord hiniſelf 3 there are mot 
wnſcenmy Complaryts, :impious Tmprecations,/and 
Deſires vented, that D:ivire Wrath may fall 
upon thoſe whom *the paſhonate are: angry 
with. 'But if they' were fo feverely punittied 
thar offer'd trange fire before the 'Lord,- and 
fire come forth from the Lord and conſumed 
them ; thoſe thar offer this hel/þ fire of fari- 
ons and revengefal-arfives, may well fear the 
<v?tigeance of that fire that 1s eternal, Tt you 
give way'to this ffs! axger, you give -wayts 
the Dewil, and in this 'Charior he will arzve 
farionfly your Hearcs away from God, inthe 
Daties yon perform : but the more'meek and 
| COM- 
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compoſed and ſedae your Souls are, the Holy 
Ghoſt will che more delight ro dwelinthem, 
and to vouchfafe his aſſiRancexo-you. YI 
5. Anorher caule of diſtraftion is the preva- 
lency of 13fideltty. - Paith is a comrmg to God by 
Ghrift Feſwss, Unbelief is a rejefting of this 
Mediator, 2nd the Hearts departins from the 
Lord": Take heed of unbeljef, as rhat which 
Brikes at Religton in-the very root, and laſts 
and withers all the Fruits of tt. -Doubt not of 
the bei9rg of Goa, who gives bring to all things 
that ave, and who gave and apholds you in 
yours t& thisday.' Doubt not of his all-ſeerng 
Hye, who og Heaven and Earth with his pre-- 
fence. Doubt not of his being ready to be found s 
2llcheitrue ſeed of Jacob, are witnsfſes for God 
that chey have ſought bis face; -and that they 
have n0t fought bim #2 very, Ia. 45 - 19. Doubt 
not of the promrſes 4n the Word, which thou- 
ſands of Saints have found arcommpliſhed unto 
their- frengthning*, ſupply , and Jatisfation : 
Dowbt not of the Threatnings, which have ſo 
often taken hald of them who have boldly ventu- 
rd ypanthe fins threatzed.; fo that they have 
beea forced to ſay, Ferily he is a God that judges 
in th: Earth, and like as the Lord of Hoſts ag 
fo #047720 145, arroraing to our ways, aud arcara- 
4#ng ' fo our doings, fo hath he dealt with 26, 
Lech-1. 6. ANEs K-, 
"Tf unbelief has place 4n you, and: the. geenc 
truths of "the. Goſpel are queſtioned, or not 
firmly'#flenced rq; how can you'be fersom in 
any, Religions Service? How dilftriceed muſt 
Your thoughts-needs when you queſtion 
$8 4 whe- 
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whether the Lord has any regard what you do, 
or how you do it ? This unbelief the great 
ſpoiler of your Performances, the Father. of 
Lzes endeavours to promote,. He will indeed 
znjeft unbelieving thoughts into Hearts thathave 
much Faith and Grace - Bur as Bernard. well 
ſays, Latrat ſoluzs cum fuggerit, mordet cum ad 
conſenſum trahit. Satan does only bark when 
he does ſuggeſt, he bites, when he garns the 
Hearts conſent, Oh never entertain ſuch 'In- 
jections, never give the leaſt conſent that they 
ſhould lodge in you. Look upon them as. errant 
falſheods, which an Enemy | peſters you with, 
out of a perniciou deſign; firmly belteve-the 
guite contrary truths, that that Belief may. in- 
fluence your Spirits, and make you more ſeri- 
ous when you are before the Lord. 
6, The workings of ſpiritual pride 13 the heart, 
are another cauſe of diſtration which you are | © 
to beware of, Ir was a good obſervation of 
Augufttne, that other 1ntquity diſcovers it ſelf in 
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the doing of evil. - c 
Superbta'oero bon operibus inſiatatur, ut pereautt. : 


Pride lies in wait as it were about your goed 
Works, to ſpoil the doing of them, that they may | © 
be loft labowr, This fin ſhews it ſelf ſeveral | F 
"ways, and vpon all occaſions 1s apr to {tir,- to d 

puff up and: ſwell the Mind, with high and Four- L 
#ng thoughts and-imaginations-; The Phariſce | 
faſted twice a Week, which implies Prayer, and \ 
other Exerciſerof Religion, Luk. 18. 12; ters 
upon he became ſelf-conceited, and pred? Ju 
"a re 


we, 
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dred his jafrfication,” for he placed his confidence 
in his own' 71ehteouſneſs, What 2 dangerous” 
diftraction is that, when theſe thoughts are fix- 
ed inithy Heart, that by thy Prayers, and other 
Duties thou canft make an atonement for thy ſins, - 
which can #naced be made alone by the ſatts-. 
fa#1on and interceſſion of the Lord Feſus | 
When the Heart isenlarged in Prayer, and 
2001 expreſſions come with great fluency from 
che Lips z how apc is he that prays to have 
high. Goxcerts of himſelf, and of his Per- 
formances? His Mind is prone ro wander, and 
to think what others think of him. and is fin- 
fully pleaſed in the imagination, that they are 
mightily pleaſed and taken with him ; thus Pride 
draws. off the Soul from God, to contemplate 
its own excellent Gifts, and others. Admrration of 
t, them. Enlargements- in <oly Dutzes are very 
re | encouraging and comfortable, when we are 
of | bumble under them, when we ackriowledge 
:1 || the Spirits Grace in them, and thoughinever fo 
; much. enlarged, deſpair of acceptaxce but in 
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+ [| Chriſt alone. | But when theſe Enlargements 
by are ſo advanced and put into Ghr:/'s place, that 
4 wereckon thoſe Bleſſings owing to exlargements, 
- | which are the fruit of Chriſt's merit and pur- 
chaſe z. here is diſtracting Pride which draws 
3] | eff from Chriſt, andis very difpleaſing to the” 
to | Father. Such Thoughts as theſe. How well 
>. | dol pray! How broken for fin do I appear 7 
ſe | How fervent in Spirit do I ſeem! What creart 
nd and applauſe (hall I get by thes. Performance !* 

What -a choice and. precious Sarnt ſhill T be” 
accounted ! Such Thoughts are apt -to- hover 
ON P 3 about 
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about an enlarged heart : "but if they afd wet! 
kept out with an atter deteftation of ther ; the. 
Heart will be diſtragted with hellich Pride; 
how heavenly ſoever the expreffions of the» 
Mouth are: | | 

And as you are to take heed of the Wark- 
ings of Pride, ſo of every ether fin which 
does ea{ily bejet you, If when you are-confel.- 
ſing any flethly or worldly Luſt, it ftirs i» you, 
and your Hearts have ſome regard to #t, and 
aelightful Thoughts about it 5 this will difinact 
your Prayer, and deafen God's, Ear. Oh 'ris 
20 2!{ thing co bave the Heart reſolve to ſpare 
the ſin, winch the Hypecrit ical Teague does cry 
aloud, ther. is may be farm, Thar {10 which 
your Confticutions, Caliings,, or the Times 
in. which you live, make you moſt prone: to 
commit: Stan may. in 2 tpecial manner. eft- 
deavour to \zzT//gorate, that vt may be a-great 
diſtraftion and diſturbance to you in your at- 
tenaance upon God. The Grace of God there- 
fore ſhould. make you moft to watch agatuſt 
and hate that fin, which Nature did moft of all 

.7. Anocher c2ufe of difliraQion 1s, a Tra 
affetion towaras an erroneom way. Errours ate 
of {everal:forts, ſome are preter fandamentam, 


off from the Foandation ;, Others are circa fub- 
"damentum, about the Foundation $ a third fort 


are.conira ſundamentum, againſt, and rate the 
Very... Foutiddtion of Relrgion ; theie laſt. are 
mol} Sangerots. The broachers and ipreaders 
of rem; are called, auxe: dgwayts, 1 EVentng 
Welton that ſpare not the Flack; and traly»che- 
$4 pro- 
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ropagators, of leſſer Errors do a great deat of 
hR_ they are called little Foxes, andare often 
very Ptejudicial eſpecially ro yourg Gonrverts, 
and prove a great hiadrance to the good work 
begua in them : Therefore you read, Cant. 2. 
15: Take us the Foxes, the little Foxes that ſpoil 
the Vines, for our Vines have tender Grapes. Ex- 
rours, how do they exc:te the zeal of the Soul ! 
And though they are but about ſaraler matters, 
yet they ſo command the Tongue aud Thoughts, 
that they are more talk'd of and w1z4ed, than 
the great things of Law and Goſpel. Erroneous 
Opinions do fo poitlefs the Heart, that the avarzz 
truths and things of Religion are little regarded, 
and lefs improved. 

They that are very fond of Errour, when 
they are praying or hearing, or engaged in 
other Ordinances : Saran drefles up thar error 
with a a:ſeuiſe of truth, and ſo preſents it to 
their Minds, and their Minds are drawn away 
by the thoughts of it, and Ordinances are inef- 
{ectual and loſt ro them. No wonder that 
zealots for Errour, are called, a&ees mawiiras, 
Fad. v. 13. wanaring Stars ; they wander from 
the way of truth, and this wandring makes 
them very much to wander from God in holy 
Ducies, whilſt the eagerneſs of therr Spirits, 
is after their miſtakes, in which they are fo ve- 
ry confident. Tl 

Beguiled Souls are called a/table, 2 Pet.2.14. - 
the Apoſtle tells us; they are toft to and fro, 
carried about with every wind of Doftrine. The 
unſeitledneſs of their Judgments, and prone- 
nets to run from one errour to another, migh- 
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tily diſtracts their Thoughts, and they are little, 
if at all edified by their Duties. Ertours are 
very apt to knock at the Door, when you are 
attending upon God 3 and Saran is very:bufte 
ther to diſturb and diſtract you with Thoughts 
about them.. T he Lord wou!d be ſerved with 
greater intention, if you. did nat trouble your 
Heads with deubrful Diſputations, which you 
are caution'd againſt, Rows. 14. 1. and if you 
aid foliow that countel, 2 Pet. 3. 17, Beware 
left ye being led away with the errour of the wick- 
ea, fall from your own Peafaſtreſs. 
8. The /loth and lazin:fs of the Heart, in re. 
fuſing to take pains with 1t ſelf to keep cloſe to Gad, 
is another caule of ditftraction; a caute it is, 
which moſt commonly prevaiis,there is there. 
fore needof caution againſt it. The Work of 
the Hearr with its own ſelf, is very hard Work 
indeed, in the doing of thrs to purpoſe, lies 
both the atrffculty, and alſo the truth of Reli- 
gion. To be wicked and aecertful, are the two 


Grear pains and labour 15 ablojurely neceſlary. 


co engaze the Heart to approach to.the Lord, 
and co abide with him, Theſe acceffles to God 
are againſt zature; like rowing:a Boat againſt 
a {wift Siream, or rolling a Mene-up a ſteep 
Hill. _ If the Oar be not plyed, che Stream 
carries the Boat back : let the Stone but a lir- 
te alone to ic (elf, and how preſently, aa 
TH "_ 
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how far wiliat run downward ! The Poet.ob- 


ſerved the ſtrength of Natures inclination, i'! 
Naturam expellas furca-licet, ; uſque Yerury ef... | 


Hſe grcateſs force cainſt Natures Well,.. 
lr Jiall recoyl upon. you Full. 


There is need of conftant care and 1nduftry, 
and. the. ard; of ſupernatural Grace, elſe the 
Hearc will never be brought to acquarnt 2t ſelf 
with God, or to delight in Gommunion with 


Rr! cd :: | d 
Take heed of ſloth in /holy Duties, -and 
careleſneſs of Spirit, which makes Men 1ndiffe- 
rent and unconterned what frame their Hearts 
arein 3 as if in theſe 4:ftra#10x5 there were 0 
great (in or harm. The Pſalmiſt tells us, The 
Lord ts in his holy Temple, the Lord's Throve is 
in Heawen, his Eyes behold, his Eyelids try the 
Chilaren of Men, Pial 11. 4. with a pleaſed 
Gountenaxce, he does behold. the upright Heart, 


' but he frowns upon all careleſs Servants. Take 


heed of imagining there is no need of. ſtriving 
again vain Thoughts in the Lord's Service. If 
theſe are allowed of, know that God allows not 


,of them; and if. they have place in:you, what 


may they come to.at laſt? The greateſt ſin. that 
ever was Committed, begars with a Thought, and 
if the firſt Fhoughr had been utterly baniſhed, 
the ſinful defire had not been kindled, nor the 


Deed done 


I have ſpoken of the cauſes of diſtraQion; 
with great heed you are all of you to Sontey 
CO, 0 
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of them'3 for if you give way to . theſe, they 
will corrupt all your Dates, I read:in the'old 
Law, that nothing that had a blemiſh was to 
be offer'di ro God in Sacrifice ; this thews, that 
Chrift the great Sacrifice, was without blemiſh 
and without ' fpot ; and 'tis an 1»timation, what 
our Duties ought to be. But if DiftraQions, 
and the cauſes of them, are not taken heed of, 
your Services will be no 6etter than a Sacrifice 
wou'd have been, that had all the farhiaden 
Memithes, Lev. 22. 22. Blind, broken, maimed, 
with Wexs, Scurey, and Scabhed ; which muſt 
needs have been very hateful, if it had been 
offer'd'to the Lord. | 


USE II. By way of expofulation, I ſhall 
expoſtulate the matter with you about theſe 
diſtractions in your Religious Performances. 

1. Without diftra&ion you can mind your 
Secular Affairs, and why ſhould you not be 
more intent and ferious about your eternal con- 
cerys* What is a {mall Cypher to the whole 
Circle of the Heawens? What is Time which 
15 ended almoſt as foon as begun, to Eternity 
that will never end at all ? Temporal Aftlicti 
ons are lighe, and burthens only for 4 awoanent, 
2. Cor. 4. 19. Temporal felicity is but a pleas 
fant axd (hort Dream, and is chaſed away 4s 4 
night Viſion, © But erernal Woes and Joys, are 
Woes and Joys tnaced; they are perfectly pol- 
ſeſled all ar once, altogether 3 and as to the 


Woes, there can be #0 hope of any releaſe z as to 
rhe Foys, there is no room for any fear of de- 
privatton., + 14) 


2. With- 
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| 2. Wichour diſtraction you-can Graz vr rear - 
News, or a pleaſant Hifary and is not a Rs 
lgious Daty of far greater inipartance to' you? 
Shail the« pleaſing of 'the fancy be mind- 
ed more than' the ſecuring of the. Soul? 
Shall the State of Afﬀairs in this World 'þe 
asked after, and will you not feriouſly inquire 
into your own Sp:ritual Eftate ? and mind whar 
is likely to become of you, when you go iata 
the other World 5 where you will be fixed in 
bleſſedneſs or miſery that will be unalterable ?. + 

3. Without diftration hertofore you have 
bearkned to the evil one, and with great ſtadi- 
ouſneſs contrived to commit fin, and if the 
worſt Maſter was thus attended upon, ſhallnot 
now the beſt much more? Have you not dtveſed 
wickedneſs, and ſet your ſekves in an evil way 2 
Pal. 36. 4. and will you not now with as great 
thoughefalne(s deviſe how to do good,” and 
wich an undiſtrated purpoſe ſet upon the do- 
ing of it? The Apo{tle would.not only bave 
you to change Ions Maſter, and being free from 
fn, become Servants of Reghteoaſneſs, Rom. 
6. 18. but 4s you' ſerved fin, ſo you ſhould 
ſerve r ighteoufne(s ; be as forward, ſerious and 
diligent 1# holy Dattes, as ever you were tn. the 
Works of aarkneſs. 

4. VVithour diſtraction yon have thought 
upon inju.ries, ana meattatcd revenge 4 and ſhall 
not reconciliation with God, .2nd your own Sal- 
vation, be minded wirh greater extertron ? 
Thow think eft much of- the. wrongs that others 
do to thee, think more of the 1njury thou haſt 
done to God's Juſtice, and how thou haſt [rnn'd 
againſt 
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agzinft thine own Soul; in provoking bis Wrath . 


agaiaſt thee, Jer. 7. 19 Dothey provoke me ta 
anger, ſaith the Lord ?- Do they not \provoke 
themfelwes to the confuſion of theer own faces ? Let 
the: Thoughts, of the many many Talents which 
thou-oweft, ſwallow-up the Thoughts of the few 
Pence which are owing thee. ; | 

5; How often;. and for how long a texze to- 
gether, has meer . Vanity commanded your 
Thoughts and Hearts? And will you xot watch 
with your Lord; andin his Work for an hour? 
Proud Imaginatrons,'(illy Suppoſations of your 
having. that Wiſdom, Wealth, Excellency, 
and Eſteem, which you have not, have pre- 
vailed.z and you have ſet your ſelves on high 
in;your own fancies. Divers ſorts of Wick- 
edneſles, how fixed. have they been ia your 
Speculations ! And why ſhould noryour Sprrits 
be much more fixed upon God, and your Du- 
ty towards him ? 

-6. Food and Raiment, and providing for 
your Families are minded in good earneſt, and 
without diſtraction; and ſhould. you not with 
far greater heedfuineſs ſeek the Kingdom of 
God and his Rrghteeuſneſs* Why ſhould there 
be ſo much diſtraction in minding the one 
thing needful? If you do not mind the good 
pert-quickly, you may w1ſs of #t eternally ; it 
may ſoon be coo lare to ſeek ir. Bur if now 
you chuſe it, your Hearts being ſeriouſly ſer 
upon it, you ſhall have it, and that good part 
ſhall never be taken away from , you, Luke 
iO, 42, £2 
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USE III. Shall be-of Direfior, Lam to 


direc you to proper Remenzes againlt diffire&c07: 
in Religious, Performances, Thee Dn 
grant is difficult to. be -curedz but with,che 
great Phyſician, no Diſtemper is impoſkble c 
be healed... Having therefore. your Eye a 
dependance/upon ' him,, aſe theſe following 
Remedies. PE * tag t 9715 initio 2A Ve, 
1. Ler your firſt Thoughts every Horning be 
always good. ones. An Heare well ſeak ned with 
theſe in the beginning of. the day, is likely--to 
be in the better frame'in boly Dutees, ba 
inclined all: the day long... As; foon as you are 
awake, '\et your Souls work Heawven-wara, and 
be 1:fted up to the Godthatis there, Such Souls 
he is pleaſed wich, and delights to commuyni- 
cate his Grace unto. If the Lord has che;firf 
fruits of. your, Hearts, the firſt thoughts, and 
deſires, : you are likely to be bleſt with the +; 
ter thoughts and deſires afterwards as'of old 


& 


the firſt-fruics being offered to God, his *Bleſ. 
ſing was upon, the whole Harveſt. And tho 
you do take pains with your, Hearts inthe 
Morning, remember, at no tare of the day you 
muſt ler. down your Watch, and 'become- #t- 
terly regardleſs of davrucoba« acc for if you 
are, Corruption will gnick y, though jc has 
had never ls great a Check, return, and :thar 
with great-force and violence. . Thas when 
the Sea fled, and Jordan was driven back, within 


alittle-while chey. both returned to their for; 


When 


£ 
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When I awake, ſays the Pialmiſt, I am: fill 
weth' thee, Plal. 159 18. He ſaw himſelf wnder 
God's ſperral care, and compaſſed with his' favouy 
#« with s Shield; and God's Thoughts about him 
$s fyll' of render-Mmercy and loving kindneſs; 
and amounting to io vaſt a Sum,- were very 
precious and delightful ro him co think of, 
And how whenever-he awaked, did his Heary 
work rowards the Lord, in a way ofgratitude 
and"love! Begin the' Day well; and all che 
Day long keep your Hearts with all keeping. 
If you would not Have your Thavebts wain in 
Dity, let ther not be allowed'ro de $arr at 
any tre. In the Jace of time between your 
folemn Daries, Befrequenc in <oly Ejaculats- 
075, and'' mental Applications unto God, this 
will mightily help to keep a ſenſeof him upon 
your Hearts, aig the'more undiſtretted will 
your Service be;' when at your ſet rtwes every 
day you attead npo&h him 
2, Be ſenſible that the preparation of the hear} 
12 Max 45 from the Lord, Prov.46: 1. Look 
onto bun therefore to prepare” your Hearts for 
every Daty you'tngage in. Cries for prepara: 
#o# ſhould be'the firſt Cries, and Cries afeer- 
wards are !kely tobe to better pprpoſe. Pre- 
paration for Duty :goes before''\profic by it; 
and when che Lord'vouchſates-to' prepare; he 
intends to beſtow benefits: His: preparation 
cauſes Prayer -to be fo ſerronfly and fervently 
wade; as that it -thall in no wife meet with 
denial; 'P/al. -46.-197, Thou wilt” prepave th 


Heart, thou wilt cauſe thy Þar- v0 hear. Inthi 7 
preparation, the Sperit of the Lord affords 
_ mighty | 
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mighty hel z there is ay and bows pf Fo 


che Daty thar is to'be periormedl Vs 
more free the Hurt is to the Duty, 


k 
n free andeenlarged *ris likely to be _ 
1 Clogs and w Riſeact are removed ; He Dag 


7 ww. ration and deadnes may We 
t | _ rome prepared Heart by” -*'7he prepare heart 


le | te Spirit and Grave *of '# i» Wu reſatvel 
Chriſt,” is*asfertangled from 00012. 7 byy ob 
: rhe Wart, ſtands 2loof from” _etPs a As 
P. «, '\thar- it may\ draw the #gmd ow own, wilt 
at nearer to God. Tt is made' jos g's belp ro bu- 
to ſee -hoiw' worthy: fitr'is of jo FOty 
its moſt bitter Sorrow —— , 
utter deteftation, and' FY ian holy indignation, 
it ſays, What have t to do uy more wi apy of 
IM my 119uities?” The prepared Heart prizey 
K Bleffim ris about t6Periivon or, ant Rings fo 
| appear God, oder whom alone they can 
4} be obrained. *Tis delivered from 'the*waj; 
, and 1njutticion Spiritof this World, and'by the 
J: 
a 


Spirit which s of God; knows t port of 
thoſe -things- which 'ure- 0 freely gi 

| Aw: ihis'D preparedneſs" of Heart, dir es 
be a- preat prefer vative..; (ain. 

3. Pry *for the fulfilling o oe romiſe, 
whertin [the Lord'has'engaged' 26" groe' 30h ar 
heart'toknow him. y'that are fignoranc'of 
God, muſt needs 'be #norant alſo How to at- 
tend upon him. If Nos knowledge be only 
.uottonal, and they know'him xot as they orght to 
4 bom, they will 'not-a#tezd npon him,” 2s 
hors ought to attend '\npon him." Lay Une. 
ore 


224 UII; pon God:; 


2 "Ind Iwill ve t; man heart to, hg 

20 Hed w the Fel and they ſhall be uy IR 
{ 1 mull be their, God; ;; for they bhall Tera to 
we 292 their whale, heart. Arid Heb. 8.21, 
They ſpall. all know me, from the leaſt tatht great- 

eft. This knowledye of God FL ve a ta 


True ere 0 Et {: ad, will bring 2 great of 
awe of him upon 40h His Majefy, || = 
Gloxyr Holineſs, Mel's ftrike Ou: -4nto great-hu; G 
| E777, FACE Me Lows l.yo8; be emp- |} pe 


t ur lv: our Souls ava Thoughts || ar 
ried.of yo yp in God,w oy ghe does cauſe hisEx- I @: 
cellency to pals before." you,): Theap ce of I} an 
the-Lord obſcures, e908! To alt chings elſe, || at 
| thay dopare —_ nor Fs minding:There- || = 
4g oPHEk, lays, J 2: Then the | H 
Mon alllec ed, .and tbe; Sun uſpamed, || ft 
oper "0 Hig foal retgn 1% » Maune! Zion || ru 
an wy the bo emaad are hes Angients gloriouſly. || in 
Fbe, : Bye ot-this Gad-hom you1atrend ypon, || all 
| 03) and; yet- hal it 15 all; ſ&cing-,-Oh 
hyd, of. being deceived, as it God-would 
be mocked by Maz,,aad Man not bg 4þe worſp, 
nor {mart Fo it, Gal. 6, 7, Be not, MeCeraea, 
04 45.719 mocked,  foriwhatſaeutna Man hg, 
that ſhall, hevlle reap. If thy vIautics axe only 
-roly owing of meer Chaff, how. canſt chon. 
expect 


| what are due to ne we are to be 
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expect to reap any good by them ? The good 
Angels themſelves do reverence the Lora; 
whom you are worſhipping 3 the Apoſtate ones 
tremble before him 3 the Setter you know him; 
the more godly your fear will be, and fear 
will anite your Hearts and Thoughts both to God; 


(and to the Work and Duty he requires. . , 


4. Be very careful to cheriſh the Grace of Hope 
in your Hearts, and look upon holy Duties as 
highly waluable Priviledges : the greater your 
expectation is of the trueſt benefit and ad- 
vantage, the more intent and fixed will your 
Thoughts be. The Apoſtle prays to the God 
of hope; for the believing Romans, that they 
might abound in hope bythe power of the Holy 
Ghoſt. Rom. 15. 13- Hope has an earneſt ex- 
peFation, and the 6ztrer the things are, which 
are, hoped for, ſtill rhe more earneſt the expe- 
tatzon is; this the Apoſtle calls, awoxagghxie; 
2n empharical word, and ſignifies to look for 
a thing with an Head bfted up, and with great 
intention both of Eyes and Mind. Such an 
Hope what a remedy would it be againſt Dij- 
ſraction! When Hope is very low, the Mind 
runs very much upon matter of aiſcouragement z 
2nd is deadned by it. And the belt things of 
al being almoſt deſpaired of, the Heart is the 
2pter to wander after things that cannot profit x 
bur Hope is compared to an Anchor,Heb.6.19, 
Which hope we have as an Anchor of the Soul foth 
Jure and ftedfaſt,it keeps the Soul (teddy and fix- 
edupon what is hoped for, till it be enjoyed. . 

Duties are not only to be engaged op Ya 


fraded 


© f/// 
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ſwaded, that the giving what 
is the way to recerve freil wore aked more 
from bim. In theſe Duties, our Hopes ſhould 
be high in him that is moſt bigh, we are. cot 
2ble to coriceive how much he can do for bs. 
We areto hopz in him as a moſt liberal arid 
2ll-ſufficient Giver 3 we are to expect the 
yearning of his Bowels in out Diſtreſles arid 
AMlictions, and eſpecially when we are weiry 
and heavy laden with the #urthen of our Inigui- 
ties, Weare to expe the unlocking of the 
unſearchable Riches of Chriſt, which are 
enough to enrich the whole beggar'd progetiy 
of Adam; and all that come ro him ſhall cex- 
tainly Experience the Riches and fulneſsof that 
Grace that dwells in him. The Ploughmah 
plows in hope, and hope fixes his Thoaghts up- 
on the precious Fraits of the Earth, which iti 
Harveſt he expects to reap. Oh ſtady the Bro. 
miſes of God, which are excetding broad ; 
they are wider than the Earth and Sea, and 
they reach as high as the higheſt Heaven. 
Hope for the promiſed Bleſfings which are of 
ail forts Temporal, Spiritual, Eternal ; and 
the more ſtrong and lively hope is, it will the 
more fix your Mind, revive your Spirits, and 
quicken your Defires. 

5. Another Remedy againſt Diſtra&ion, is 
a fervert Love. As love is the firſt and great 
Command, ſo 'tis a moſt commanding affe&i- 
on: Amor mew pondus meum. Love is the 
wetght which fets all the Wheels a going, and in- 
- Clines them that way which it ſelf z5 cmedr 


The Sou! of Man has been by ſome affirmed.to 


is due to God, 
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be ub: amat, 20n ubi animat, where it loves 
and on the obje& beloved, rather than in the 
Body, which. is the Tabernacle where 'it 
dwells; and the reaſon is, becauſe Love does 
ſo command the Mind and Thoughts after tt. If 
your love be ſer-upon God, Love will fet your 
Thoughts upon him. The Thoughts of the Co- 
vetous, how are they intent upon their beloved 
ain ! and the Pleaſures which the volaptuous 
oat on, arehardly ever out of their Mind 7 if 
love to-Grad conftrain you to attezd upon God, it 
wul bring your Thoughts along with it, and ve- 
ry much reſtrain theyz from wandring. | 
The Love of God can never be produced 


by corrupt Nature, pe by the meer force of 


reaſon, tis a ſpecial Grare of the Lord's Spent, 
and to kum.you muft make application for it 
Chriſt died thar he might bring you to God, 
and Love is the ing che Soul ro him. tn 
the Name of Chriſt put up your earneſt Petr- 
tions, that this. Grace of Love may be wrought 
in you in truth; and being wrought, thar it 
may continually be increaſed. The 'Lord 
ſays, be will write his Laws in your Hearts ; 
Oh pray thar this grear Command to love him, 
may be written in deep and lafting'Charatters z 
and if the Lord once become your defire and 
delight: the Daties you perform, willbecome 
more pleaſant and delightful and undiftracted. 
God is {zzht, and in him there is no darknefs, 
nothing but whart is deſirable. Ail Excellencies 


in the Creatures are derived from him, and 


the Screams are bur little if we look ro the 


Fountain from whence they all come,” This 
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God, as excellent and glorious as he is, is willing 
# Chriſt to be yours: Such lowelineſs ! Such 
towving-kindneſs; what Lowe does it call for 
From you ! Let nothing be able ro draw away 
your Love, and the leſs will your Thoughts be 
drawn away from him. 

6. Be wery poor in Spirit : A preſling ſenſe 
of your ſpiritual Neceflities, will make you 
very intent and ſerious in begging Supplies 
from above, for 'tis from thence alone you can 
be ſupplied. They that are pinched with Po- 
verty, how much ao they think how poor they 
are ! They have ſuch a ſmarr feeling of their 
Needs, they car ſcarce think of any thing beſides, 
The condemned Malefafor, : when he cries for a 
Paraon, and has hopes to ſpeed, -ſurely the aps 

ehenſion of his danger, makes his Words and 

is Thoughts to go together. When the Man 
almoſt famiſhed asks for Bread, no doubt his 
Mind ts wery much upon that Bread which may 
prevent his ſtarving. Be you but ſex/zble how 
great the INeeas of your Souls are, and that 'tis 
©. the Father of Spirits only, who can give you 
the zzercy and grace which you need ; amt the 
more of ſenſe you have, the lefs diſtracted will 
e4ou be tr your Applications to him. 
Our Lord pronounces the poor 172 Spirit bleſ- 
» fed, Mar. 5. 3. their Petstzons come from an 
' grard ſenſe of their want, and of the worth of 
*Bleflings, and. being earneſt Pernioners, they 
fha}l be ſucceſsful ones. You that feel your 
guilt, .and fear Divine Wrath, muſt needs 
think of a Pardon, and the deſrrableneſs of it 
when you '##k for it, You that are ſenſible of 
your 
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your Maladtes,how 7ztent will your Minds be 
upon the Lord the healer of his People! And you 
will have /ttle Iift to think of ſomething elſe, 
when you are begging to be cured ' True -po- 
verty of Spirit will conſtrain to an undiſtracted 
ſeeking of that Gold tried 14+ the fire to enrich 
you, and that white Raiment to cover you, Rev. 
3. 18, without which you muſt needs be 
wretched and miſerable, becauſe you will be 
prowund naked. h 

7. Let Gonſetence be wery tender corgilant and 
faithful. Such a Conſcience will be very help- 
ful ro prevent diſtraction, or quickly to, put an 
end to it. Ir will obſerve, and fetch home the 
Truant, and ſtraying 'Thoughts, and bring 
them to your Duties. 
* Conſcience acts in God's * 7 «iftinguiſh be- 
Name, by his Authority, and Pram 4 beogp ny ares 
urges Obedience to his 7, mn for a ferupur 
Laws, and much inſiſts, ific lous Conſcience ti: 8 
be truly enlightned and gre-? cauſe of difira- 
faichful,upon the right man- #7 5, for Super 
ner of obeying. Conſcience —_——_— > —_ 
takes ſtrict notice of the- whey holy Duties are 
whole Soul and all the atings performing. 
of it; and this Officer of God, 
eſpecially does this, in the Souls approaches to 
the Lord ; a ſenſe of being ander God's Eye, 
makesthe faithful Conſcieaces Eye wore fri 
and really to-fpy all faults, that they may pre- 
ſently be amended. In holy Duties, ſuch a 
Conſcience will be very. buſie, it will earneſtly 
proteſt agajaſt vain and aiftrating Thoughts; 
and it will ſay, What make ſuth thoughts here, 

| | Q 3 | when 
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when God and his Wark ought only to be winded ? 


The preſence of ew;} when good 5s dortng, fuch 
a Conſcience cannot brook with Patience, it ſtirs 
op the laſtings of the Spirit, againſt thoſe of che 

leth, char che Law of the Mind. may prevail 
more againſt the Law in the Members, Rom, 


I's, 

If Conſcience is afleep in your Performan- 
ces, how forry and /inful will chey be! The 
Heart will be dead, the Thoughts will be gone 
far away, no holy Aﬀections will be tirring. 
Pray hard for a good Conſcience, a Gonſerence 

not only purged by the Blood of Chriſt from all 
the\guilt which by dead. Works you have con- 
tracted,” bat alſo by the ſame Blood healed of 
in Sleepineſs, Stupidity, and all - other faults 
of it. 

And chat Conſcience may more effetually 
check your Hearts from roving, and trifling in 
attendance upon God, look before you with 
the Eye of frog and fteday Faith, and fee as 
far as Death 2nd Judgment, and iato Ecernity ; 
and then do yon judge, whether for your car& 
lefly performed Duties, your Lord will fay; 
Well done true and faithful Serwants ! The A- 
poſtle having -lookt as far as his own, and 
alſo the World's laſt Day, wherein the Hea- 
wen (hall paſs away with a great nooſe the, El-- 
wents melt with fervent beat, and the Kaxtþand 
the Works therein ſhall be burnt up, rationally in- 


fers, thac Chriſtians Converſations ſhould be 


very well ordered, Duties of Godlinels moſt 
undiſtractedly and ſeriouſly performed. - See- 
ang then that all theſe things ſhall be df, 

Sa Sc, what 
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what manner of Perſons ought ye to be tn all holy 
Cor atspp: and Godlznek, ! 2 Pex. 3.10,01, 
\nocher Remedy zgziaft | Dillration, is 
groin in Grace, aud. in the Touſen of 
rif, 2 Pet. 3. 18, This will i hee rs 
AWAY by errour, and will 
more {{edfaſt ig Duty, as w el ba Truck #55 you 
6 gag dong: þ in Glory diſt Iaion 
egly cured : and here on 
mo IE advanced, as Grace is augmented. 
The more Grace you haye, you ol the 
1 
ho 


her yalue upon Communion 
a chis will fil your Hearts wth y Zeal 
ladigpanon A Alt eyery thing th 
Get your M an obſtruction a to 
union. T ng 8 Grace youhave, 


= more yqu are oh with | the Spirits and 

when you pray in che Holy Gho » Your eas 
wall be be dino. Sep riaiun, 13-Wr0ug he P. 16 
Jam. 5. 16. How much of the He art and 
will %q therein ! And the ſame Ct Sn hear- 
ing, and ather Ordinances, will. keep your 
He Te) ith God, when they are about to turs 
to the right hayd or to the left . Ila. 30-21, The 
mare by you Fon SPE, the more your Treaſure 
ang ef in Hl, d you are cold, Mar. 6: 
2 Where —_ tr — e is, there will your bearts 
bh 

>w. that there may be an increaſe of 

Gra, Ghrift muſt be better known, for 'tis from 
him that the farſt Grace is derived, and all ad- 
diczonal degrees of it. Study him more, and 
underſtand his fulneſs, who fills .af tn all, 
Eph. I. 23. Defire with the Apoſtle, that you 


as Q 4 may 
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away know him, and the power of his Reſurreian, 
aud the fellowſhip of his Sufferings, berng mad: 
conformable to his Death, 'Pſal. 3. 10. If you 
conform to the Death of Chriſt, and-are cru- 
cified and dead to the World, and the World to 
you, the things of the World will appear with- 
out form and comelineſs, and will be leſs able 
to aiftra# your Minds, and enfnare your Aﬀe31- 
ons. Andif you feel the Power of Chriſt's 
Reſurrection, your Hearts and Thoughts will 
reſe with him; and at whar a rate will you ſeek 
thoſe things that are above! The Angels when 
tiereon Earth, they are doing what God com- 
mands them, and are in Heaven ſtill as to their 


Thoughts, and as to the Happineſs they enjoy. - 


You ' ſhould be heavenly when about - your 
earthly bufineſs, bur eſpecially when you are 
attending upon the God of Heaven, And the 
more experimentally you underſtand Chriſt 
riſen, the leſs will things on Earth be minded, 
and the higher will your Hearts riſe and aſcend 
after him- +540 REES YE OF | 
© 9. Ever commit the keeping of your Souls to 
God himelf in well-doing, 1 Pet. 4. 19. Appre- 
tending how liable you are to diſtraction in 
his Service, intrear that he would undertake 
for you. He that ſpans the Heavens, and in 
his Hand does hold the Wizas; ſo thar they ſtir. 
net in the icaft againſt his Will, certainly is 
able to keep your Hearts undiſtracted in your 
Dueies,” and clofe to himſelf. The Lord makes 


2nd ſearches, 'and new' makes: and fixes the. 


Feirtof Man ; and _ of this is to be done; 
8 7 bNtes ied fd Djs: * Vytien Pee 
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Soul followed hard after God, he acknowledged 
it was the Lord's own right hand which apheld 
him, Plal. 63. 8. Call in help from 'Heaven 
againſt diſtraction, if you would be helpt ef. 
fectually. The Chriſtian, not only when he'is 
leaving the World, but when he is engaging 17; 
any Rebgious Duty, ſhould ſay with the Pſal- 
miſt, Pſal. 31. 5. Into thy Hanas, O Lord, 1 
commit my Spirit. He, and he aloze can keep 
it in a ſerious and compoſed frame. | 


USE IV. Shall be of Counſel as to ome 
particular Duties, which I ſhall inſiſt on, and 
ſhew you how they may with /eſs drſtra#2o7, 


' be performed. And there are four Duties 


which at preſent T ſhall ſpeak of. ths 


The firſt is, Readrne the Holy Scriptures: 
The ſecond is, Hearing the Word Preached. 
The third is, The Duty of Prayer. 

Mn fourth is, Gommunicating at the Lord's 


| Of theſe in order. 


1 begin with Reading the Holy Scriptures, 
nl that theſe may be read with leſs diftra- 

10N- : o 
' 1, Be firmly perfwaded of the Scriptures Di- 
wine Authority and Verity. When you take 
the Bible ro look into ir, remember "ris a Book 
of God's own making you haye in your hands. 
The Writers of it were but his Penmen, they 
wrote not their own, bur God's Mind and 
Will, and were #woved and inſpired by w_ ror 
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Ghoſt * 'To be diſtrated and Earnalck of 


what oy wee $0 contemn God dy, 
Wop 4-40. Mind wha har yo rea 0) 
tf Spire us make Yo wiſe to Salwatzen, 


3-15. Y may ſcourely truſt $0 his 
Tok y— infallible, ' Ag cortaly iy ig 

any, Th twill by all be 
| _ om y* agy he word of the Lord 
endures for ever, 1 

2.Believe the f betecal  e-Bion and ſuffici- 
ency, 35 4 Meant aling Del full CP plain to guide 
NO He, [0] eonniaſth Here you arg 

le wRDea from the Wrath to 
peg and from ik wk dogs ve it, 
and here you may find Gad 5 Coy I, by 
which you may be guided ſafe to Glory, Pſa 
73- 24, You need not bediſtrafted apd daubt- 
fal igyour own Minds, 3s if in the Scriptures 
God's Mind was way ed only 1 in part, May's 
additions aren Ray 1mpions, Proy. 30. 
6. Had thou not unto his oras, I:ft he reprove 
thee, and thou be found a Liar $300 Mens oa 
ditions are vain. Heed the Word of G 
that which emighteps the Eyes, converts = 
Soul, rejoyces the Heart; as that which is prof 
table for Dofrine, Reproof, for Gorretton, 3n- 
firuian in Righteouſneſs, that the Mun of God 
may be perfe, throug farniſted unto all gaod 
works, 2 Tim. 3- 16, 17- 

3- Look upon the Scriptures as wwuch dtred- 
ed to you 3# particular, and Jaying an obl;gation 
pa yous as #f they had aropt from God out of 

eaper into your hand. The word forbids fig 
in you, as well as in any other in the World3 \'} 


ys 


0 _- SS Ys bl 


without Diftrathion, 235 
the Commands of it reach you, as truly as. if 
you had heard the Lord "line ro you b 
Name, ta yield Obedience. The offers 0 
the Goſpel are ay. made to you, and upon 
acceptance 3 the Bleſings. offered are your 
own: if they are refuſed, how can you e- 
cape the Wrath of him, who from Heaven 
ſpeaks to you for your good? Heb, 12: 25. That 
fuch a particular application ſhould be made, 
is ſignified by Solomon, whoſe word is as 2 
Goad and a Natl faſtned, to fir you up to your 
Duty, and to ſerzte you in it, Prov.2 23. 19, 20. 
That thy truſt may be 1n the Lord, I have made 
known to thee this day, even unto thee. Have 
I not written to thee excellent things in counſels 
and knowledge ? : 

4, . See the Lord himſelf juſt by you when you 
read his Word ; and hear him bidding you take 
heed how you read. - As he has magnified his 
Word above all his Name, ſo he requires a 
ſpecial regard ſhould be had to it. He looks 
with approbation and pleaſure upon that Man 
who trewbles at his Ward, Ifa. 66, 2- but when 
he perceives inſtruction to be hated, and thar 
his Law is caſt behind the Back, he -admoni- 
ſhes ſach forgetters of God ro conſider what 
this neglect will coſt them, if not repented of, 
and he threatens to tear them 172 preces, ſo 4s 
that there (ball be none to delfrver, Pal. 50. 
17. 22. 

5. Lift up your Eyes to Heaven for :nſr«- 
iow from the Spirit, by whoſe 1nſpzration the 
Scripture was given, "Tis the Spirit of Chriſt 
who opens Mens Vnderſtandings to het” 

the 
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che Scriptures, Luke 24. 45. Be humbly ſenſ- 
ble of your ignorance, and proneneſs to error 
and miſtake: A promiſe is made to the hum- 
ble and meek, that God will guide them in 
Jadgment ; fo that they ſhall judge aright of 
things, and he well teach them his way, Pal, 
25.9. Cry to the Lord ro make you mind 
i yau read, and ro profit by what you 
mind. Deſire Scripture knowledge, that what 
you know, may have a deep imprefſion upon 
your Spirits, may excite holy and gracious Af- 
fecions and Reſolutions in your Hearts, and 
be mightily effe&tual unto the more thorow 
amending of your ways and doings. 

6. In all your ways ſeek for light from the ho- 
ly Scriptures, that every ſtep you take may 
be rightly ordered. Go not in any way, which 
the word of truth calls a falſe way. How 
well and wiſely does he walk, that can ſay 
with the Pſalmiſt; Thy Word & a Lamp to my 
Feet, and alight unto my Path ! Pal. 119. 105, 
Wben you go, let this Ward lead you, and then 
when you ſleep there is a promiſe to keep 
you, and when you awake it will talk with you, 
and betelling you what you muſt aword, be- 
t:-ve and do, that you miy be blefled for ever. 
The Commanament is a -Lamp, and the Laws 
tght, and the reproofs of 1nſtrutton are the, Wy 
of Life, Prov. 6. 22, 23. 198 

And as'the Word talks to you, ſo;y@lt 
ſhould talk of the word you read ; it will fix. 


your Thoughts and Hearts. the better, gd 
make your Diſcourſe .»wore ed;fyrng to othens, -. 
Dear. $.6, 7. Axa the/: words which I cop "i 


$ 
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thee this Day, ſhall be in thy heart ;, and thaw 


ſhalt diligently teach them to thy Children, and 
ſhalt talk, of them when thou ſitteſt in thy Houſe, 
and. when thou walkeft by the way, and when 
thou lieft down, and when thou riſeſt up, The 
more the word is written in your Hearts, the 
more Grace is there; and-the mote thon 
talkeſt of icunto them thou converſeſt with, 
the. more it will adminiſter Grace to che 
Hearers. 


The ſecond Duty is hearing the Word preach- 
ed: And that you may hear the word with 
leſs diſtraion : 

I. Look beyond Preachers unto that God who 
ſends them, and ſpeaks to you by them. Look 
beyond the earthen Veſſels, unto the Treaſare 
which they bring 3 and upon the Word thar 
is preached, as the glorious Goſpel of Jeſws 
Chrift, who 1s the Image of God, 2 Cor. 4. 4, 7. 
Preachers of the Goſpel are Chriſt's Ambaf 
ſadors, and they are ſent to treat with you a- 
bout Peace with God, and by them God be- 
ſeeches you to be reconciled, 2 Cor. 5. 20. 


EC ſhould you-count the-Fert of thews 


wÞP preach the Goſpel of Peace; 'and bring glad 


trasrgs of good things ! Rom. 10. 15. Such Ti- 


"dings are too good, diſtractedly and heedlefly 


to be heard : And he that ſends them is cog 
great to be rhus contemned. When you fit 
before che Miniſters of Chriſt, and the Stew- 


ards of the Myſteries of God, remember 
' what our Lord himfelf ſays, Luke 10. 16. He 
that beareth you, heareth me; and he that deſpt- 


{th 


23e tten dance upon 504 
2th you, deſpiſeth mes; and he that deſpiſeth me. 
EN, him that ſent me, 7 ? 
2. Apprehend who are ready if you hear dz. 
How and w:thout care, to catch away the 
ord From you 45 ſoon as *tis ſpoken, Evil An- 
els are compared to the Fowls of the Air, who 
over about the Sower, to devour the Seed 
as ſoon as ic is ſown, Luk. 8. 5. Theſe evi] 
Spirits are farly compared to Fowls, for rhey 
are many 3 and how do' they come flocking 
into our Religious Aſſemblies ! *Tis defira- 
ble, to have Souls come flyang to Ghrift, at 
Doves to their Windows ; but it may ftartle ug 
ro underſtand chat Devils came flocking unto 
Ghurches, to catch away the Word which is 
preached chere! Theſe Enemies as they are 
many, {o as Fowls they are above us; and 
confequently z0t ſo zafre 15 12 to rejaft them! How 
many Sermons have theſeevil Angels ſtolen ! 
And the Sermons they have ſtolen, chey have | 
chem to thew againſt heedieſs Hearers at the 
Day of reckoning. Ei | 
3- Mike a Covenant mith your Eyes, that 
your hearing may be the leſs diftrated and 
more atrentive. Fix not your {izht upon any 
alluring and enfnaring Objects, or any thing 
which may diverc you. And as your Eyes 
muſt be curned away from beholarng Yamty, 
that you may.be-quickned in the way nal 
| #3 
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Pury, ſo be-lureco keep your Eyes w 

Tf ſleep locks up the Senſes, how faſt mult th 
Heart the mean time be barr'd againſt the || 
Word of God! Eutichus a Church Sig, . 

is an Example upon Record, /i-k:ng own + || 
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preaching, & 
down atid 45 taken up dzad, At. 20. g. ff 
chat fleepat i Serttion, ſcandaJouſly rejett __ 
deſpiſe the word preached : Satan is a moſt 
wikeful Witheſs againſt ther, and bis Arms 
ate the Cradle in which they are rocke. 
4: Beg that the Lord bin elf would open your * 
Hearts to attend to bis Word. It was he who 


tenaled to thoſe things were ſpoken by Paul 
+ 16. Rd 'Tis the Lord that makes way 
for the Word iato the Mind, that ic may be 
heeded and underſtood 3 and he makes way 
for the Ward into che Hearr, chat the Hear 


opened the Heart of Lydia, and then ſhe at- 
ic 
L 


. thay be changed and cleafiſed thereby, Job. 15. 


z "Now are ye clean rm the Word which 1 
#ve ſpoken unto you. 'Tis dreadful to provoke 
the Lord, fo as to be like unto provoking 
Iſrael ; tb whom Moſes ſpeaks thus, Det. 
29.4. The Lord hath not grven you an t to 
percerve, and Eyes to ſee, and Ears to hear unto 
this Day. And it will be worke if you love 
to have it thus AM. O think chus, that di- 
ſtrated hearing may cauſe the word of Life co 
become deadly to you; and God may judic1- 
ally and yer juftly harden your Hearts, left 
you ſhould ſee, and hear, and underſtand, and 
Prvert and be healed, Ila. 6. 10. Ee” 
5. Let the word preached be mixt with 
Fath, and received with Lowe, The Apoſtle 
tells us, that the Word preached did mt profit 
the hearers of it,vot being mix'd with Fanh in 
them that hear d #t, Heb. 4. 2. Commands will 


+ | - be heeded and obeyed,rhar are indeed believed 


ro 
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tobe of God: Threatnings and Promiles that 
are moſt firmly credited, cannot bur be mind- 
ed, and have a mighty influence. The Word 
alfo is to be received in the Love of it, thar 


you may be ſaved. The deſign of this Word 


is your deliverance from /iz and miſery, your 
Peace, your Purity and Perfet1on, your eternal 
Reaemption and Glory; and therefore it com- 
mends it ſelf exceedingly to your Aﬀections: 
A ſincere love to the Word, will command 
the Thoughts of the Heart, and hinder the 
Word from being diſregarded. | 

6. Remember that theWord which you hear, 
3s your Life. There is a careleſneſs of life, in 
heedleſneſs and diſtraftion in hearing the 
Word of God, Deut. 32. 46, 47. Set your hearts 
unto all the Words which I teftifie among you this 
Day; for it 15 not a vain thing for you, for it is 
your Life, Prov. 7. 2. Keep my Commanaments 
and live, and my Law as the Apple of your Eye, 
Ifa. 55. 3. Incline your Ear, come unto me, hear 
and your Soul ſhall lrve ; and I will make with 
you an everlaſting Covenant, even the ſure Mer- 
ctes of David. 

And further, ro fix your attention to the 
Word preached, be all of you perfwaded, 
that you who are now in the San#uary, muſt 
ſhortly fard at the Judement-Seat of Chrift, 
and the Word which he has ſpoken, the ſame ſhall 
Judge youat the laſt day, Joh. 12. 48. Then you 
muſt render an account of your Stewardſhip, 
and how all your Talents have been improved, 
and you muſt be judged, and receive accotd- 


ing to your Works. And ſure I am, thatthe: 


Sentence 


A. _<t — A -_ 
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Sentence which will then be pronounced 
whether ic be of Abſolution, Come ye Bleſſed 3 

or of Condemnation, Go ye Gurſed 3 canno* 
bur be heard without diſtraRtion. Both the 
one and the other of theſe Sentences muſt 
needs be heeded by all. upon whom they are 
paſſed ; the one being (6 very comfortable, and 
the other fo terrible and confounding. 


A third Duty which I ſhall infift on, is 
Prayer ; now that you may with leſs diſtracti- 
on call upon the Name of God: 

I, Confider whoſe Name tt is you are taking 
into your Mouths, Devr. 28. 58. That glorious, 
and fearful Name, THE LORD THY 
GOD. A Name which ſhould never de in 
the Lips, without the profoundeſt Re<verence 
inche Heart. The Goas that maate not the Hea- 
vens and the Earth, (hall periſh from the Barth, 
and from under theſe Heavens Burt the Lord 
& the true God, he is the living' God, and an 
everlaſting King ;, at his Wrath the Earth doth 
tremble, and the Nations (hall not be able toabrge 
: bis indignation, Jer. 10. 10, 11. This God 
- whom you pray to, is infinitely more above 
; you, than the greateſt Emperour is above the 
meaneſt Worms that crawl upon the ground ! 
; How ſhould you look to the frame of your 

Spirits when you are before him ! The Pafſfton 

; of fear calls in the Blood to che Heart, that 

» Þ| theVjrals may be fortified;and rruly the Grace 

of fExr will call in the Thoughts of the Hearr; 

thac Duties performed to ſo great a Majeſty, 
tay got be an heedleſs rrifling with him. _ 

vu R ; Sequeſier 
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- 2. Sequeſter your ſelves from other buſtneſs to 
zntend Prayer ; the more you are diſentangled 
from your Secular Atairs, the more free and 
fit your Hearts will be to be poured out before 
the Lord in your ſupplications. The further you 
ſtep out and off from the World, ' when you 
come to knock at Heaven Gates, the more 
certainly will the Door be opened to you. If 
Mammon has your Thoughts and Deſires, 
when you are praying to God, you have a 
jealouſte- provoking Idol in your Hearts, while 
in his Preſence; and how offenſive muſt this 
needs be ro him, to ſee an Idol there, where 
he chuſes to dwell ! Oze thing, ſays the Plal- 
miſt, have I deſired of the Lora, that will I 
ſeek, after, Plal. 27. 4. Other things were 
eteemed worthleſs comparatively. Ler nct 
other matters diſtrat you when you are cal- 
ling upon God, that you may pray in Prayer, 
and do nothing elſe but pray. rages 


diſtraked Confeſſions increaſe Guilt and- 


Wrath ; diſtracted Petztrons ask for a denial, 
and diſtracted Prazſes will trend very much 


unto the ſtopping of the Current of Mer+ 


CES. 

3. Be perſwaded that the Lord well atten: 
tively mizd what you pray, if you intently mind 
what you pray for your ſelves. He takes plea- 
ſure in uprighteneſs, and this Heare-ſearcher 
well knows who are fincere; and not fo 
much as a Sigh or Groan from a fincere Soul, 
ſhall be diſregarded. If you from your Heart 
cry for Mercy, Mercy ſhall compaſs you about, 
Plal. 32, 10. The Prophet tells us, Thy ap 
; | | r 
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Lord hearkned and heard, Jer. 8. 6. Indeed 
moſt ſpeak not aright, they repent n0t of theay 
wickedneſs, ſaying, what have we done? But 
thoſe who do ſpeak aright, and being truly 
ſenſibie of the evil of their doings, fervently 
pray to have their (ins covered, and all their 
defilements purged away: The Lord who 
hearkens fo artentively, will ſurely hear all 
ſuch Cries, and in no wiſe deny what is cryed 
for. Believe the mighty efficacy of fervenc 
Prayer, and what rich returns this Trading to 
Heaven brings in, and what Treaſures Prayet 
is a Key to unlock, that you may be enriched 
thereby ! A facred coveting theſe unſearcha- 
ble Riches, will make you mind what you are 
doing when you are praying to partake Of 
them ;z and che Apoſtle tells you, for your 
encouragement, Rom. 10. 12. There 1s 30 atf- 
ference between the Jew and the Greek ; for the 
= Lord over all, 1srich unto all that call uport 
17. 

4. Cry earneſtly for the holy Spzrit of Pro- 
*1ſe: You will never pray aright, or to any 
purpoſe, without his aid. The Holy Ghoſt 
is called the Spirit of Grace, becauſe al] rrue 
Grace is from him, and fo are all gracious de- 
fires and actings. He is alſo called the Spirit 
of Supplication, all acceptable Confeſſions, 
Petitions, and Thank(ſgivings, are of his en- 
diring. And this Spirit is promiſed 3 and 
how ready is our heavenly Father to give the 
Spirit co any that ask him ! Now we read that 
he which ſearcheth the heart, knoweth what ts the 
Mznd of the Spirit, for _ interceſſion for 
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the Saints, accorning to the Will of God, Rom: 
8. 27. Saints Prayers, are called the Mind of 
the Spiric ; he makes them to be accorarng to 
the Will of God, and that not only as to the 
matter of them, bur alſo as to the manner: 
The Spirit of God at firſt 7:oved wpon the 


face of the Waters ; and how many uſeful Crea- 


tures did he produce out of a Chaos of Confu- 
ſion! And if that Spirit move upon your 
Hearts in Prayer, he can keep your Thoughts 
that they ſtir not from God, and cauſe Faith, 
and godly Sorrow and Hope, Humility and 
Love, to be in actual exerciſe; and the more 
Grace is exerciſed : Prayer will be the leſs 
diſtracted and more ſucceſsful. 


5- Let Vigtlancy and watching go before, | 
keep pace with Prayer, and follow after it. Why | 
has a Chriſtian new Eyes and Light, bur | 
that he might watch with the one, and by the 
other ? Our Lord joyned watching and pray- | 
ing together 3 Prayer without watching will | 
be hearcleſs,watching without Prayer,will be | 


inſufficient for your ſecurity. Warching with 
Prayer makes 1t more ſerious, and to ſucceed 


the better. The Apoſtle ſays, The end of all | 


things is at hand, be ye therefore ſober and watch 


unto Prayer, 1 Pet. 4. 7. Watching unto | 
Prayer, ſummons the whole Soul with all its 


F:culties to attend upon God, and to prepare 
to meet him. We alſo read, Gol. 4. 2. Conts- 
nue in Prayer, and watch in the ſame with 
Thankſerving. Watching in Prayer, is a 
mighty belp againſt the Heart's ſtraggling : 
This ſtraggiing is the ſooner obſerved, = 
ene 
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the ſtraggling Thoughts preſently reduced. 
And he that watches after Prayer, diligently 
and with all thankfulneſs obſerves the An- 
ſwers of Prayer. And thus todo, will ſtrong- 
ly induce you to give your ſelves more to 
Prayer in good earneſt, and ro wreſtle with 
him, with whom you do ſo often prevail. 


The fourth and laſt Duty I ſhall mention, is 
Communicating at the Lord's Table; and that 
this may bedone with leſs diſtraction. 

7. Letthere be 2zore ſerious ſelf-examination 
before you engage in that holy Ordinance. 1 Cor. 
I1, 28. But let a Man examine himſelf, and ſo 
let him eat of that Bread, and drink of that Gup. 
Look into the State of your Souls, and your 
State is good, if you know the true God ſo as 
to love him and prefer him in your choice be- 
fore all things belides; and if you know 
Chriſt, { as to rely upon him, with conſent 
to be ruled by him, as your Lord and Savi- 

our, Joh. 17. 3. Thes is life eternal thus to know 
the only true God, and Jeſus Ghrift whom he has 


ſent. 


Take great notice alſo of — Remember that 
the preſent frame of your © himſelf © re- 
ally preſent at his 
Hearrs, that you may know 7,17. nd bis tye, 
in what Graces they are which is as # flame 
weakeſt, and what kind of &f fre, «ſerves the 
Luſtings of the Fleſh Ire frame of ay Agee 
t ;| ? nd h Fix your Lye upon 
apteſt to prevail ; and what ,,,, *, Hearts, 
things they are which are je Chrifi's Eye is 
moſt likely to diſtra&t your »pon rhe, 
Minds,and draw away vour 
R 3 | Hearts, 
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Hearts, when at the Table ; your watch 
hereupon will be the ſtrifter, and your 
choughrs will run the more upon the particu- 
lar Graces that are to be ſtrengthened, and 
hpon the {ins too, whichare to be track more 
dead by the power of the Death and'Crucifixi- 
on of Chriſt Jeſus. 

2. Let the Death of Chriſt, pur you in mind 
what you were and would have been (till, if 
he had not died for you, you would have been 
dead in Law, under the damnatory Sentence 
of itz and you would have been dead in Tre- 
ſpaſſes, dead to God, and to any thing that is 
truly goods employed in nothing but dead 
works, and thereby fitted ro deſtruction. And 
how ſhould your Thoughts be ſeized on by the 
obligation your Lord has laid you under, in 
freeing you from Death and eternal Deſtru- 
ion, by lazing down his own Life a ranſom for 
304! Mar. 20. 28. 

When the Apoſile ſaid he determined not to 
know any thing ſawe Jeſus Ghriſt and him cruti- 
fred, 1 Cor. 2. 2. it ſhews upon whom his 
Thoughts were. Our Thoughts at the Lord's 
Table ſhould be faſtned to Chriſt as he was to 
rhe Croſs. We ſhould behold, admire, and 
be ſuitably aflected when we behold him thac 
is equal with God, .in the form of a Servant, 
10 the likeneſs of ſ1nſu] Fleſh, and humbling 
himſelf ſo low, as to become obedtent te Death, 
even the Death of the Groſs, Phil. 2. 8. | et the 
worth of the Perſon ſuffering the Merit of 
the Suffer ings themſelves, and the value of the 
Benefics chereby procured, be believed ; and 
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_ can they chuſe but be heedfully thought 
wm | 


3. Take due notice, that Chriſt when he was 
aying, gave this charge to his Diſciples, that 
they ſhould engage in this Orarmance as a Me- 
morial of him. Chriſt's Death was infinutely 
more, than if all Creatures that have Life, had 
loſt their Lives to make an atonement- Juſt 
when he was ready to make his Soul an Offer- 
ing for fin, he bids us to do this 17 remembrance 
of him, 1 Cor. 11. 23, 24. The Lord Feſusthe 
ſame Night in which he was betrayed, took bread, 
and when he had given thanks he brake it, and 
ſaid, Take eat, this ws my Body which is broken 
for you, do this in remembrance of me.” The com- 
mand of ſuch a Lord, that Lord dying, and 
dying ſuch a meritorious Death, and in that 
Death expreſſing Love which paſſes Know- 
ledge ; and che Command given on purpole, 
thac he might (till be and live in our remem- 
brance, if well weighed, will make us mind 
what we are doing, and prevent diſtra- 
tion. 

4. The Sacramental Elements and A1ons 
being underſtood, with their fignification, 
will be a great means to fix the Thoughts of 
the Communicants. When your Eyes be- 
hold the Bread, let your Faith behold the Bo- 
dy of Chriſt. When you ſee the Bread bro- 
ken, believe that Chriſt was wounded and 
bruiſed for your Iniquities, and bare them in 
his Body on the Tree. When the Bread is 
given you ; uncerſtand what a gift of God, 
Chriſt is. When you take the Bread into 
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your hands, let your Hearts be open, more 

ly to receive Chriſt himſelf, and to receive 
ſtiil more from him. And when you eat the 
Bread, be ſure to feed upon Chriſt the Bread 
of Life by Faich. Rely upon his Crucifxion, 
as your reconciliation ; for, ſays the Apoſtle, 
We are reconciled to God by the Death of his So, 
Rom 5. 10. And as Bread is the ſtaff of Life, 
fo let this Bread of Life be your Souls ſtay 5 
reſt upon Chriſt for ſpiritual life and ſtrengch 
more and more abundantly to be given 
you. 

Whea you perceive the Wine given apart 
from the Bread, think with your ſelves, that 
ycur Lord's Life was indeed, though not a- 
gainſt his Wi!l, taken from him ; Body and 
Soul were ſeparated, though neicher-from the 
Godhead. Look beyond the Wine to the 
Blood of Jeſus; believe it to be »2ore precious 
than Gold that periſhes; and that being the 
blood of him who is God, it can do away the 
greateſt guilr, 2nd the fouleſt ſpots and ſtains 
of rhe tins of Men. When you drink the 
Wine, believe the Cup of Bleſſing ro be in- 
deed the Communion of the Blood of Ghrift, 
1 Cor,10.16. Reſt on this Blood to juſtifie you 
from all rhings, for which the Law condemns 
you. Reft on this Blood to pacifie your Con- 
ſciences and heal che Wounds which fin has 
made there, to purifie and heal ali the Plagues 
of your Hearts, to make you perfect in every 
cod work, and to open 2 way for you :xta 
the Solieft of all; Heb. 10. 19. not pnly to pro- 
| EY : * Cults 
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cure conſtant acceſs to rhe Throne of Grace, 
but an abundant entrance into the everlaſting 
Kingdom. , Thus you will be helped againſt 
diſtraRion in this Ordinance, 1f what is yi- 
fible ro the Eye, the Heart underſtands and 
1mproves. | 
5. That you may be the more ſerious in 
this Ordinance of the Lord's Supper, remem- 
ber therein you ſolemply remew Govenant with 
the God of Heawey, you give your ſelves from 
your ſelves to him,and diſclaim all other Lord's 
and Owners, and profeſs to take him to be 
your Lord your God, your Guide, your All. 
Oh mind what you do, that you may be fin- 
cere in doing it. God has 70 pleaſure tz Fools, 
Eccleſ. 5. 4. who conſider not with whom 
they have to do 3 who confider not what evil 
they do, when they do that which is good, 
after a diſtra&ted and deceitful manner. | 
In this Ordinance the Broad-Seal of Heaven 
& put into your hand to confirm your Faith in 
the New Covenant; and that you may with 
greater confidence expe'the accompliſhment 
of irs Promiſes. He that reſts on Chriſt, 
and hungers and thirſts after righteouſneſs, may 
rejoyce 1n this Ordinance more than a Bank- 
rupt would do, that receives an Acquittance 
ſealed, of che releaſe of all his Debes, and 
with it a Will and Teſtament ſealed, where- 
by a plentiful Eſtate is made over and affured 
to him. And the Communicants ſolemnly 
profeſs a Reſtipulation 3 they tie themſelves 
faſter and more ſtriftly to the Lord; 'there is 
| aa | nu -— 
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thing you have, orare, but is his z Will and 
Heart and Thoughts are to be ever in his Ser- 
vice, and athis Command. ; 

6. Be ſenſible how dreadful gurlt 1s contrated 
when you are guilty of the Body and Blood of the 
Lora, and this guilt comes upon you by di- 
ſtrated, careleſs and unworthy receiving. 
r Cor. 11. 27. Wherefore whoſoever ſhall eat this 
Bread and arink this Gup of the Lord unworthily, 
fhall be guilty of the Boay and Blood of the Lord. 
The Communicant, whoſe Heart cares nor 
how diſtracted it is, how does he contemn the 
So; of Goa, his Blood and Benefits | If he does 
not count them worth ſerious thinking of, 
farely he does not think them worth his thank- 
fal acceptance. How precious is the Blood 
of Jeſas! and what an heavy load is the guilc 
of ſuch Blood ! "Tis fad not to be ſaved by the 
Blood of Chriſt, but much ſorer, under the 
guile of it to fink lower into Damnation. Tem- 
poral Puniſhments that are inflicted upon re- 
cciving amiſs may be terrible 3 but how much 
worſe are eternal Judgments ! Oh give your 
Hearts into God's Hand, that he may keep 
2nd order them at the Table and afterwards 
the more there 1s of his help in che perform- 
ance, the leſs will chere be of diſtraction, and 
of your own infirmities. 


USE V. Shall be terrour unto Sinnersand 
Hypocrites, all whoſe atrendance upon God, 
15 void of care, and full of allowed arftraFton, 
They freely grant their Hearts a liberty, and 
their navghty Hearts take ic, ro be waver 
they 
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they pleaſe, and to run upon whatſoever they 
have a mind to, as if the Heart-ſearchers Xe, 
had neither Sight nor Jealouſie. 

1. The Duties of ſuch whoſe Hearts thus 
rut away from God, are zot ſteps towards Hea- 
wen but towaras Hell. If they hear the Word 
of God, they underſtand it not 5 the Goſpel 1s 
hid from them, and the God of this World blinds 
them, 2 Cor. 4. 34- If they attain to fome 
kind of knowledge of thetruth, they hold it 
in unrighteonſneſs. Sin grows ſtronger by 
their very Daties ; its power not at all impair- 
ed by them ; for thinking by their Duries to 
make ſome amends for their ſins, they are the 
more emboldned to commit iniquity : When 
they have done their heartleſs Services 3 God 
is the more angry with them. T hus the Jews 
of old chuſing their own ways, and their Souls 
delighting in their Abominations, and having 
no delight in God, or in his ways, the hate- 
falneſs of rheir Sacrifices is thus expreſted, 
Ifa. 66. 3. He that killeth an Oxe 15 as if he flew 
4 Man; he that ſacrificeth a Lamb, as if he cut 
off a Dogs Neck : He that offereth an Otlation 
as if he offered Swines Blood : he that barneth 
incenſe, as if he bleſſed an 1aol, Not only by 
impenitency and hardneſs of Heart, but by 
heartleſs Duties, the performers of them trea- 
fure up unco themſelves Wrath againſt the 
Day of Wrath. mY 

2. When terrible Galamitres force ſinners to 
cry with ſome earneſtneſs, for relief, therr Gries 
may be altogether in vain, God may juſtly be 
2s heedleſs of them in their diſtreſs, as they 
were 
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were impiouſly heedleſs of him in their Devo- 
tions. Thus he threatens, when d:ffreſs and 
anguiſh cometh upon them, then ſhall they call 
pon we, but I will not anſwer ; they ſhall ſeek 
me early but they ſhall not find me; nay, which 
is worſe, he ſays, I will laugh at therr calamity, 
I will mock whez their fear cometh, Prov. 1.26, 
27, 23. They deſerve to be mockt at in their 
#tſery ; all whoſe Duties were a mocking of 
God to his very face. The Prophet ſpeaks to 
the ſame purpoſe, Zach. 7. 13. Therefore it 1s 
comte to paſs, that as he cryed, and they would not 
hear, fo they cryed, and I would not hear, ſaith 
the Lord of Hoſts. 

And.if he be deaf many times to ſinners 
cries on Earth, and will afford them no help: 
Certainly #2 Hell he will be utterly regardleſs of 
their Miſeries, No Prayers are heard, no Pe- 
titions are granted that come from that place 
of wo, Luk, 16. 24. 27. 7 

3. When Sinners and Hypocrites are in 
Hell, what bitter Refletions will they have 
upon their Difra#1to0ns and Negligencies in the 
Service of God here on Earth ! How terribly 
will Conſcience reproach and laſh them, be- 
cauſe 57 their Day they knew not the things that 
concerned their Peace! Moſt wretched and ſelf- 
aeftroy'd Fools, Conſcience will call them ; be- 
cauſe it was no more in thetr Thoughts to fear 
and eſcape eternal vengeance z becauſe they 
were 10 eager aſter things on Earth, which cow 
can be enjoyed no more; as to negle&t the 
everlaſting bliſs and glory of the Heawenly 
Kingdom ! They that will not do their Duty 

to 
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toGod now without diſtraction, ſhall be for- 
ced without diftration to think of their miſery to 
eternity, The greatneſs of thetr woe, will 1ms- 
anoveable fix thetr Thoughts upon it. When a 
Sinner in outer darkneſs, ſhall thus refle& up- 
on himſelf, and his unconceivable deplorable 
and deſperate caſe : Oh what flames, what ter- 
rours and agontes do TI ſuffer ! What poyſoned Ar- 
rows of the Almighty are within me ! How gle- 
r10u5 ts his power in my deftrution ! How righ- 
teow though intolerable ts his Indignation! And 
what I do ſuffer, I muſt ſuffer without any hope 
at all of any eaſe or end! The undiſtraced 
thinking of all this, cannot but make Hell to 
be out of meaſure hellih. Knowing now the ter- 
roursof the Lord, letall be perſwaded to take 
heed of trifling with an holy and jealous God, 
and of doing his Work negligently, who will 
ſo ſeverely puniſh all evil, flochful, and un- 
profitable Servants ! 


USE VI. Shall be of encouragement and 
comfort to Believers, who would fain do more 
and better than they do, and with leſs drftra- 
Rox ſerve the Lord, They ſhould indeed go 
with a low Sail, becauſe of their leaky hearcs, 
which are ſo born down and hindred by in- 
dwelling ſin, when they are attending upon 
God, and yer that they may not be quite caft 
down, ler their Eye be upon theſe grounds of 
Conſolation. 

I. Ler the Saints know that 'tis froz: that 
Grace which is within them, that their Diftra- 
Rions are burthenſlome to them. As it is by the 
foftneſs 
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ſoftneſs of the Heart, that the remaining hard- 
neſs of it is felt: ſo ir is by the Grace in the 
Hearr, that its Wandrings are perceived ; and 
being perceived become matter of trouble. 
The Apoſtle ſpeaks by way of encouragement, 
1 Cor. 10. 13. There hath no temptation taken 
you, but fuch as common. Yo lay I : Thy Di: 
ſtration which is thy burchen, is ſo far from 
proving thou haſt no Grace ; thar *tis com- 
mon to all gracious Souls, while Milicant in 
this World : and 'tis part of their Militancy 
to be conflicting with diſtracted Thoughts ; 
and the ſtronger they grow, 1n this conflict, 
they are the more ſucceſsful God has the 
renewed Will, ir conſents to the Law of God 
that it is good, and defires more undiſtractedly 
and wich delight co do whatever is required ; 
tis only remaining Fleſh that is otherwiſe in- 
clined. The Apoſtles Refle&ion. upon him- 
felf and what he did, was not alcogether with- 
our comfort, Rom 7. 25. 1 thank God through 
Jelus Chriſt our Lord ; ſo then with the Mind I 
ay felf fexwe the Law of God, but with the Fl: 
the Law of $13. 

2. God will not 1mpute thoſe Diſtrations to 
Believers which they deſpre ſo truly and ear- 
zeftly to be freed from. "Tis a good Rule, Non 
imputantur, fi Twiolenter 19:portantur. They 
are not imputed if chey are violently brought 
inco the Heart, and rheir {tas and abode there 
i15not allowed of, The Man that labours un- 
cer the Palfie, his Head his Hands do thike 
againſt bys Will, he does nor ſhake either him- 
{!f, but wiſhes both were more — The 
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Saints DiſtraQions are againſt their . Wills, 
they do not willingly diſtra& themſelves x 
Lord does not call them Hypocrites for theſe, 
and they miſcal, if they call chemſelves. hy 
that Name, becauſe their Hearts do ſome- 
times ſtart away from Duty againſt the Will 
and Purpoſe of them. Whar Saint on Earch 
could ftand, if God ſhould mark ſuch iniqui- 
ties and miſcarriages as theſe ! Pſal, 130, 3. . 
3- Chriſt's Satrs/aFron and Interceſſion, may 
comfort Believers under their DiſtraFtons and 
all their Infirmizies. Our Lord by ſyffering 
Death has made complear fatisfsa@an, as 'f0 
their other Iniquities, ſo for the fins of 'th 
holy things. God is ſo well pleaſed in the 
Son of his Love, that very faulty and imper- 
fect Duties. being by him preſented, are well 
t:ken, Oh what a difference is there between 
a Duy as it comes from us, and as it has its 
defects covered with Chriſt's Righteouſheſs, 
and is ſo preſented to the Father ! The Apo- 
ſtle tells us of the Glory of the Grace of God, 
wherein he hath made ws accepted 1m the belowed, 
Eph. 1. 6. When Chriſt was upon Earth, the 
facisfaction he made was ſufficient tro make fe- 
conciliation for all fins and defets. Andnow 
be is in Heaven he ceales nor to intercede for 
Believers ;. a thouſand faults may be found in 
their beſt Ducies, bur how abſolutely faultleſs 
and prevailing is this Interceſſion of their 'Ad- 
vocate ! 8 FP 
4. Many of thoſe Duties, which doubting 
Saints have hengeut to be zothing but Sin and 
Diftratlion'; God ſees and owns the «tings of 
Trace 
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Grace in. He ſees ſome Fire in the ſmoak- 
ing Flax, which he will not quench, though 
there is much that is offenſive with it 5 he ſees 
ſome greenneſs in the bruiſed Reed, though 


chere is miuch that is dead, and he well nor © 


break it, Matt. 12. 20. His Eyelids try the 


Children of Mex, and he has agracious regard 


to the atings of Grace and Faith, though ir 
be but as 4 grain f Myftard ſeed, Chriſt 
Jeſus is ſaid to be quick of anderſtanding 1x the 
fear of the Lord, 11a. 11, 3. He knows what 
Key will open every Heart, and when he will 
open, none can keep ſt:ut; he can bring the 


moſt fearleſs and ſtupid, to the fear of God. 


And where the fear of God is ih truth, though 
it be in a lower degree, he eafily difcerns 1t. 
When a Well of Water is muddy at the top, 
there is purer Water working up from the 
Spring at the bottom: When the Heart is 
very much diſcompoſed and diſtracted in Du- 
ty 5 if under all theſe Infirmities there is 4 
working and ſtirring of the Grace of God, he 
will both obſerve and be well pleaſed with it. 
He will not utrerly reje&t a Duty, when there 
is an hearty deſire to do it well, and an hearty 
grief *tis. done ho bercer. | 

5. The Lord is ready to give a Bleſſing to 
thoſe means which himſelf has appointed for 
the cure of theſe D:iſtraFions, Theſe means 
are effetual when the Spirit makes them ſo. 
And zs the. Spirit of the Lord ftrattned? Mic. 
2. 7. What infirmity is too great for him to 
help > What Heart too roving and unruly for 


him to ſettle > The means mult be uſed, @ 
or 
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fer help that you away be helpt 1a) cry's hear! the 
word witha deſire'ro'feel its praver; thatiyou 
may hear ic co better purpoſe.” Take encous 
ragemenc from the mighty; Spirit. who is 
ready to accompany Ged's Inſtitutions. He 
can fic you for your Duty, and fix your Hearts 
init, and crown the doing of ic with che Bleſs 
fings which are promifed. And when jour 
Heaxts are fixed, 'tis but reaſon 3aw Mouths 
ſhould fing and give praiſe. 7 
6. When Militant Saints come tobe trium> 
phant, their Diftra#:tons gud Complaints becauſe 
of them, will be at a perpetaal end. In Heaven 
they ſhall be our of Satarr's reach . he ſhall re- 
ft them no more ; this World they will bave 
lefr, which fo often troubled both their heaas 
and hearts, and will have exchanged it for a 
W orld that's exfiritely better ;. their perſeted 
Spirits, will be perfect in their Operations ; 
rothing of imperfection will cleave'to whac 
the glorified Saints above are doing- The Vi- 
ſton of God Face ro Face, wiil fix the Mind 
aad Thoughts upon him ererzaily 5) having 
once looked on, they will nexer care to look 
off more,” Perfetton bf Holineſs, Lowe, Delighs 
«xd Joy, maſt aceds for ever hiader all even 
the leaſt wandring. None can in. the Jeaſt be 
weary of the Work. that is. doge an Heater, 
it is-f0 full of pleafure; Rev. 4.8:' They raft no 
Dy av Night, ſaving Haly, Haby, Holy, Lara 
God Almighty which was, . and 8 and 1s. t6 
come; and full glad may they well be, that ſuch 
- —— Employment muſt never come to an 
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Attendance upon God 
Tf all this Congregation; with their Pa: 
ſtour can bur ger ſafe znto the Heuſe not made 


with Hanas eternal in the Heawens, Oh what © 


Thoughts and Apprehenſions thall we have ! 

How ſhall we be filPd with Joy ana Wonaer, at 

what we ſhall then behold ! Being. entred and 

ſwallowed up in the Joy of our Lord, (hall we 

not thencry out. Ah! 4h! What a difference 

1s there between this Heavenly Country, and the 

mod deiirable earthly Inheritance ! The Sun 4s 
but a ſmall Spark to that Light 'whicth we now 
fee! When we lookt upward, we aamired Hea- 
Tens outſide, the Firmament withall its ſhining 
Luminaries, : but new we plainly ſee that Heaven 
15 much more glorious within! What ax excel. 
lent Soctety 1s this innumerable Company of 
Angels that we are among ! How aves every glo- 
rificd Saint and Member of Chriſt reſemble: his 
Head ! berng all fair and no ſpot remaining ! 
How pleaſant is the Harmony where there 1s wo 
S:n, no Sorrow, no Defet, ar Diſcord! Theſe 
Halleiujahs which we now joyn.1n, how raviſh- 
ing and trayſporting are they ! not like the diſtra- 
Bed Serprices which we wſed to:perform together 1n 
the SanFuary! We are all now fixt in this glo- 
rious place; ad ſhall go no more out. Our 
Complaints: are quite ended, and never apain 


- ſhall we do #1 the leaft amiſs ! We are indeed with- 


our fault before the Throne of God, axd we 
ball Live and Reign, Triumph and Magnifie 
the Lord for ever! © Fat 


Thus 
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Thus have I finiſhed my Diſcourſe concern-: 
ing Diſtraction-in attending upon God, a fault: 
whereof all are guilty ; moſt make-nothing,: 
or very light of ; and very few. mind to have 
it mended : My de{ign herein has been to do: 
ſome Service to the Church of Gbrif, that: 
their Worſhip may be more pure and Spiri- 
| tual, being freed from thoſe wandring: 
; Thoughts which both diſtra& and- defile 'it:5; 
> | and thac the Beſt: of Lo6rds may. ſtill haves 
; better and more acceptable Service, from all 
» | of you, and from- my ſelf alſo. 'Whilſt we! 
2 || ae in this World, truly this World: is too: 
| much in us; 'cis ſuitable to our Senſes, and 
F | apt to intice and draw away our Hearts. Let 
> | the Eye of Faith pierce through the Clouds, 
is | 2nd ſee Heavens oy and Glory, and then this 
.' | Worlds Vanity will be the more -apparent- 3- 
vo || and how vain a thing *tis for you to be fo 
ſe & thoughtful about ir, and eager after it. When 
þ. | Faith has ſeen how God. rs attended upon by 
4- | Saints and Angels above, it may help to kin- 
in | dle in you an holy zeal and a vehernient deſire, 
o- | »zore to reſemble thoſe excellent Attendants, 
ur | 2nd co ſerve the Lord more gladly and ſerioul- 
in | |y bere below. 
þh- Oh.cry to have the Cure of Diſtractions 
we || carried on further rowards complearnefs. Live. 
fie © 25 Strangers and Sojourners here on Earth, not 
.- Þ concerned abour the things of ir, as others 

zre. Declare plainly thar you are born from 
above, and ler' your Hearts and Thoughts 

hus | mgreand more afcend thicher. Carry your 
S 2 ſelves 
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muſt needs erernally exclude what- 

foes row:trouble you. Atd how perfettly 

healed, #ndevery w3y perfe& in Holine(s and 

Joy will you be, when you: have atrained 6 
the Glor:ows Liberty of the Sons of God ! 


— 


HERBERTSss "IE called. Gid: 
Houſe, pag. 11 9. 
H what 4 «ag is Man! How far from 


Pow Ci 
\, Frow ſettled Prace and Ref 1 ” 
He ts ſome twent oy few! ral Men ut Taft 
Each ſew ral 


ou _ he counts {4 Healer 4s. of. bts Treaſure, 
at then 4 Thoug EXgePS 3x 
And calls him Coward, who - 4 fear of fins 

Wi loſe a Pleaſure. 


Oh what a Sight were Man, if bis Attaves, 
Dia alter with his Mind !' 

And like a Dolphins Skin, his Goats conbia'd, 
With his Defires. 


Surely if each one ſaw another's Hear, 
There would be no Gomanerce 5 

No Sale or Bargain paſs, all would adſperſe, 
And live apart. 


Lord mend or rather make us ! "Oze Creation 
Will not ſuffice our tans, 


Except thou make ws dasly, we ſhall ſpars 


Our own Salwation. 


Another 
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Another Poem of the ſame Author, 
called, The Method, pag. i 26. 


OOR Heart lament ' 

For fance thy God refuſeth fill, 
There ts ſome Rub, ſome Diſcontent 
Which cools his Will. | 


Thy Father could 
Dwuickly effet what thou doft move ; 
For he: « Power, and fare he would 
For his Love. 


Go fearch this thing, 
Tumble thy Breaſt, and turn thy Books 
I thon haſt Loft a Glove or Rine, 
Wouldſt thou not lack ? 


What do Þ fee 
Writtex above thee ?' Yeſterday 
I did behave'me careleſly 
When I did pray. 


To fuch Inaifferents chained be, © 
Whs ao rot their omn motions hear ; 
Iz God le(s free ? 


F 
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But ftay, What's there ? Is 

' Latewhen I would have ſomething dove, k 
I had a Motion to forbear, 

Yecl went on. . 


And ſhould God's Ear 

Which needs not Man; be ty'd to thoſe 
» Who hear not him, but quickly hear 
His utter Foes ? 


| Then 076 more pray 3 

Hp with thy Heart, as wal as Voice, 
Scek. Pardon firſt, and God will ſay, 
Glad Heart rejoyce. 


F 8 Mf..-+: 0 
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Page 27. line 4. for heard read Heart. p. $3. l. 6. for 

hoc r. h.ec. p. 122.1. 18. for find r. to find. p. 141. 
l, 20, for can r. do. p. 163. 1. 6. for Manr. Men, and 
1. 8. for cimmandeth r. commendeth. p. 171. 1, 3o. after 
of add if. p. 173, l. 23, 24. foa Sevzour t, Savor. P- 253. 
k 5. for unconceivable r. unconceivably, 
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alſo the ReduQiion of the play I RF 
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Promiſes in Scripture. By Semuel Clark, 
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veral Diſcourſes. By William Bates, D: Di © 


ASertmon Preached upon the much Lamenred Death of | 


Nin Pf the 


our late Gracious Sovereign Queen 
added rhe Addreſs baucny to 
Diſlenting Miners D) dhers MY. _ D: 
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_ Meſllons after aſidergigg ol the Van LAY 
recommended from the Conſt tus 
mortal Life. wnty 

Of Delighting in God. 


The ey $ of God's Preſ; lance. 

Self-Dedi 
giving of a Perſonof. Honour for a great Deliverance. 

The right uſe of that Argument in Prayer, from the 
Name of God, on behalf of a People that profeſs ir. 

A Funeral Sermon on the Deceaſe of that Worthy Gen- 
tlewoman, Mrs. Margeret Baxter (Wife: of the Reverend, 
Mr: Richard Baxrer:Y 

A Ditourſe relating to ths much-lametted D-ath, and 
Solema Funeral of our Incomparable and moſt Gracious 

Qveen Marxy, of the moſt Blefſed Memory. 
| aye left. jevrn above by the Reverend Mr. John Howe. 


A-DiſcourÞof the coat [finggrwity and Unreaſbna- 
bleneſs of Repming at Aﬀfiiting Providences : And of the 


Lui which they opght to have upon us, on Jeb, 2,1c. 
Publiſhed -upon Occa Mb of the Derrk 'of our Graciqus 


-$pveryigh, Queer Miry of molt - Bleſkd Memory. Wirh- 


x: Lreface.contining fome Obſervations rouching Hes Ex- 
"£88 0:t {ics womens, ——_— 'y. _— By Eaward Los 


Riſhop of G/accefter> 


arſiFin the Anniverſary Thankſs 


hes " 


